WORLD 


YOUTH  REVIEW 

Monthly  Supplement  to  “ World  News  and  Views  ” 


Vol.  I . No.  4 APRIL,  1939  TWOPENCE 


CONTENTS 


J.  Stalin*  The  Meaning  of  " Non- 
Intervention  " * . . . . . 70 

Youth  and  Politics 
Colomcr:  Catalonia  Invaded  but  not 

Defeated ,71 

Andre  Marty;  Spain  Sets  the 
Example  , *.71 

J.  Gordon;  How  the  Chinese  Armies 

Fight  for  Victory  . , . . * * 72 

M.  Bennett;  The  Youth  Pilgrimage 
to  London  , * 74 

K,  Kncidtngcn  One  Year  after  the 

Annexation  of  Austria  * * . . 76 

Greetings  From  the  Young  Com- 
munist International  to  Comrade 

Dimhroff 77 

F*  Forsbcrg:  The  Youth  of  Scan* 
dinavia  , . . * * * . * 77 

E,  Duguct:  The  Youth  of  Franco 
Against  Cowardice  . * . . . * 79 

R.  Guyot;  The  Light  of  Hope  . * 79 


In  the  Country  of  Socialism 
Lcmn's  Companion  is  No  Longer 
With  Us  $1 

Soviet  Youth  and  the  1 3th  Congress 
of  the  Bolshevik  Party  . . 81 

Young  Intelligentsia  of  the  Country 
of  Highest  Culture  , - * * * * 82 

The  Land  of  Young  Engineers  : . 85 

Sacharov:  The  Role  of  the  Leninist 
Young  Communist  League  * * 84 


From  the  Two  Hemispheres 
V.  Michaut:  Before  the  10th  Con- 
gress of  the  Y.CX.  of  France  . * S5 
Y.  Moreau:  The  National  Movement 
Among  French  Students  * * * * 85 

Amc  Gauslo:  Unity  Is  Possible  ..  87 

S,  E,  5.;  The  Clerical  Union  in  Great 
Britain  - - - - * * . . 87 

Leon  Straus:  Apprentices"  Problems 

in  U.S.A.  --  ■ ■■  88 


Fascism  and  Youth 
G*  Ferri:  Apprentices  in  Fascist 

Italy  , * • * ■ * •;  - * S9 

Learn  and  Comprehend 
J,  Bruhaut:  The  Condition  of  the 
French  People  in  1789  ™ 

Sports  Movement  _ , 01 

The  London  Fitness  Conference  . * 9 1 


Young  Spain  Against  the 

Betrayal 

By  Santiago  C a r i 1 1 o 


THE  treachery  of  Colonel  Casado  and  his  group  of  reactionaries 
who,  at  the  instigation  of  Franco  and  the  French  and  British 
Governments,  revolted  against  the  National  Government  of  Dr. 
Negrin,  proves  that,  in  spite  of  the  loss  of  Catalonia.  Spain  could  have 
carried  on  a successful  resistance  for  a long  time  to  come  against  the 
invading  forces. 

Despite  all  obstacles,  despite  the  severe  blows  dealt  by  the  desertion 
of  the  great  democracies — with  the  exception  of  our  most  faithful  and 
true  friend,  the  great  Soviet  people,  who,  under  the  leadership  of 
Comrade  Stalin,  have  never  ceased  to  help  our  country— the  people  and 
the  army  of  the  Centre  and  Southern  zone  were  determined  to  continue 
the  struggle,  convinced  as  they  were  of  the  justice  of  our  cause  and  the 
chances  of  a victorious  resistance. 

After  the  fall  of  Barcelona,  the  capitulatory  elements  in  the  Central- 
Southern  zone,  who  had  wormed  their  way  into  the  State  machinery, 
began  their  work  of  disruption  and  the  sabotage  of  resistance.  Officers 
of  the  former  army,  apparently  devoted  to  the  Republic,  were  responsible 
for  applying  martial  law  as  decreed  by  the  Government,  to  prevent  the 
activity  of  the  traitors.  They  exploited  this  situation  in  order  to  paralyse 
the  political  activity  of  the  masses,  banning  meetings  and  congresses  of 
the  Popular  Front,  censoring  the  press  which  correctly  raised  the  problems 


of  resistance.  , _ , 

Men  like  Casado,  Miaja.  Besieiro,  Wenceslas  CanUo,  Mera  and 

San  Andres,  agents  of  the  enemy,  whose  names  will  be  held  in  contempt 
by  generations  of  Spanish  workers  and  peasants,  were  the  assassins  of 
the  working  class  and  of  the  liberties  and  independence  of  our  country. 
They  used  their  responsibility  to  prepare  their  criminal  designs. 

In  spite  of  cvciything,  on  February  10,  after  the  loss  of  Catalonia, 
when  the  Government  arrived  in  Madrid,  a feeling  of  great  relief  and 
fresh  courage  spread  among  the  masses  of  the  people.  The  people  and 
the  army  have  complete  confidence  in  the  Government  and  in  its  policy 
of  resistance.  In  spite  of  all  the  difficulties,  the  S^m^people  and  the 
youth,  inspired  with  a heroic  patriotism  and  love  of  liberty,  had  decided 


to  resist. 

Poular  songs 
the  streets  and  in 


on  the  theme  of  resistance  rang  wit 
the  trenches.  On  the  eve  of  the  1 
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Madrid,  4,000  young  girK  c idled  logclhcr  by  the  Untied  Socialist 
> outhT  met  (o  MTirm,  with  imlcvcribublc  cnihuviasm*  their  resolve 
to  resiM  with  or  without  bread,  demanding  guns  to  go  and  fight 
in  the  trenches  beside  the  men,  against  the  invaders* 

Pmnmarta,  the  very  soul  of  popular  resistance*  said  in  a 
speech : "It  we  vase  Madrid,  the  Republic  will  begin  the 
reconquest  OT  Spain.  ' I he  people  who  idolise  her  were  prepared 
to  do  everything  to  save  Madrid. 

Hui  the  treachery,  which  was  strongly  entrenched  in  the 
Stale  machinery,  among  certain  professional  piliccrs,  bureaucrats* 
governors,  irt  the  political  groups  of  the  Caballero  people  and 
the  Troiskyrsts,  in  certain  anarchist  circles  among  adventurers 
and  c.ircerisls  in  the  Republic,  among  people  like  Bcslcrro* 
closcls  Km  rid  to  British  reaction  land  uli  at  the  insligalion  of 
I ranco.  \ ranee  and  Britain ».  organised  its  attack. 

1 he  capitalist  press  tried  to  prove  that  the  Casado  junta  was 
triumphant  after  the  first  blow.  But  had  it  on  its  side  the  whole 
o:  even  ihe  majority  of  the  army?  Subsequent  events  have 
shown  clearly  that  this  was  not  so. 

The  traitors  revolted*  knowing  well  that  the  Government's 
i ait  hi  u I patriots  would  never  make  a breach  of  ihe  front  by 
rciiriny  the  units  combatting  Branco,  in  order  to  combat  Casado* 
That  is  why.  at  first,  the  treachery  of  the  Casa  do- Franco 
gang  appeared  to  be  victorious. 

But  when  (he  disruptive  Junta  tried  to  arrest  members  of 
ihe  Government  and  the  principal  political  and  military  leaders 
o:  ihe  Republic,  to  deliver  them  to  the  hangman,  thus  hoping  to 
gain  ihe  lull  favour  of  Franco,  Hiller  and  Mussolini,  reserve 
troops  were  mobilised,  went  into  action  and  placed  the  junta  in 
a very  precarious  position, 

No:  a unit  was  withdrawn  by  ihe  supporters  of  the  Govern- 
men::  on  the  contrary,  the  Junta  dismantled  the  fronts  before 
ihe  enemy  under  the  pretext  of  flghiing  the  “Communists/* 


The  Meaning  of  “ Non-Intervention  ” 

By  Joseph  Stalin 

We  publish  hr  tow  an  rjtfrurl  from  the  reptm  deliver^ 
by  Comrade  Joseph  Stalin  at  the  first  session  of  the  JSjj, 
Congress  of  the  Communist  Party  of  the  Soviet  Union  iBi 

H'r  would  strongly  recommend  our  reader j to  reoi 
very  attentively  this  important  report  which  appeared  in 
World  News  aso  Views,  *v»,  16 ,—  Ed. 

* * * * * 

How  is  this  one-sided  and  strange  character  of  the  tvew 
imperialist  war  to  be  explained?  How-  could  it  happen  that 
non-aggressor  countries,  with  vast  possibilities  ai  their  disposal, 
have  so  easily  and  without  any  resistance  abandoned  their 
positions  and  their  obligations  to  please  the  aggressors?  Can 
it  be  explained  by  the  weakness  of  non-aggressor  Stales? 

Of  course  not!  The  non-aggresw  democratic  Stales 
combined  arc  unquestionably  stronger  ihan  the  fascist  Stiles, 
both  economically  and  militarily.  Such  being  the  case,  how 
can  systematic  concessions  made  by  these  States  to  the 
aggressors  be  explained? 

This  might  be  explained  for  instance  by  fear  of  revolution 
which  may  break  oui  should  the  non-aggressor  States  become 
involved  in  war,  and  should  war  become  world-wide.  Bourgeois 
politicians  know-,  of  course,  that  ihe  first  imperialist  world  war 
brought  about  the  victory  of  ihe  revolution  in  one  of  the  biggest 
countries.  They  arc  afraid  that  a second  imperialist  world  wir 
may  also  lead  to  the  victory  of  the  revolution  in  one  or  in 
several  countries. 


The  traitors  served  Branco  by  assuming  the  Jlag  of  anti- 
Communism,  the  flag  of  Hitler,  Mussolini  and  Franco,  the  flag 
o:  reaction  and  of  the  enemies  of  democracy. 

El  is  irue  that  at  ihe  head  of  ihe  patriots  it  was  the  Com- 
munists who  fought,  as  they  had  fought  throughout  the  war* 
wi:h  a heroism  and  self-sacrifice  that  have  been  an  example  lo 
alJ,  But  at  the  side  of  she  Communists,  in  ihe  struggle  against 
the  C asado- Francois!*,  arc  fighting  all  the  honest  Republicans, 
Socialists  and  Anarchists,  ihe  people  and  the  soldiers. 

In  this  struggle,  the  United  Socialist  Youth,  which  has 
provided  so  m my  examples  of  heroism  in  the  course  of  the  war, 
;s  alvo  lighting*  And  to-day,  without  abandoning  the  fighting- 
lines, the  youth  confronts  the  bloody  Junta,  fighting  against  'it 
in  the  streets  of  Madrid* 

The  local  offices  of  the  United  Socialist  Youth  in  Madrid 
and  the  headquarters  of  our  Federation  have  been  fortified; 
within,  the  young  men  and  women  of  Madrid  struggle  hcroicallv 
against  the  traitors. 

The  betrayal  by  Casado  and  his  like  has  smashed  the 
possibility  of  a victorious  resistance.  Without  this  betrayal* 
Franco  would  never  take  Madrid:  his  forces  would  have  spent 
themselves  in  vain  against  the  gates  of  the  capital.  Without  the 
intervention  of  France  and  Britain*  organisers  of  the  Casado 
coup  detat*  Germany  and  Italy  would  never  have  been  able  to 
defeat  the  Spanish  army  and  the  Spanish  people.  Nevertheless* 
the  people  and  the  youth  of  Spain  are  resisting;  they  will  fight 
on  till  the  end,  because  they  think*  with  Paslonaria.  that  it  is 
better  to  die  on  oneN  feet  than  to  live  on  one's  knees. 

The  people  and  the  youth  of  Spain  will  never  admit  defeat. 
Our  people  will  continue  to  be  a magnificent  example  to  the 
world* 


in  the  following  words:  " Let  each  country  defend  itself  against 
the  aggressors  as  it  likes  and  as  well  as  it  can.  It  does  not 
concern  us.  We  shall  trade  both  with  the  aggressors  and  will 
their  victims/' 

In  actual  fact*  however,  the  policy  of  non-intervention  h 
tantamount  to  connivance  at  aggression*  to  unleashing  war— ■- 
conscqcnily  to  its  transformation  into  a wrortd  war.  Through 
the  policy  of  non-intervention  there  runs  ihe  eagerness  and  ram 
not  to  prevent  the  aggressors  from  perpetrating  their  black  deeds, 
not  to  prevent  sav  Japan  from  becoming  involved  in  a wirwiio 
China,  or  still  better*  with  the  Soviet  Union;  not  to  jatreat 
say  Germany  from  becoming  enmeshed  in  European 
from  becoming  involved  in  a war  with  the  Soviet  Union*  w 
allow  all  belligerents  to  sink  deep  into  the  nure  of  Wsio 
stealthily  encourage  them  to  follow  this  line,  t<s 
to  weaken  and  exhaust  one  another,  and  then*  when  um 
sufficiently  weakened*  to  appear  on  the  scene  with  uesn  wrai* 
to  come  out*  of  course  " in  the  interests  of  P -*5** 
dictate  their  terms  to  weakened  belligerent  K is  cheap, 

and  it  serves  its  purpose! 


Is  this  not  very  much  like  encouraging 
if  they  were  saying 
shall  see,  , , " It 
much  like  egging  on 


" Get  deeper  into  we  wms, 
must  be  admitted  that  this  abo  kx*i 
tike  encouraging  the  aggressor. 


The  utter  decline  of  private  industry  must  not  be  regarded 
as  a thing  of  chance.  Private  industry  perished,  firstly,  because 
the  socialist  economic  system  is  superior  to  the  capitalist  system, 
and  secondly  because  the  socialist  economic  system  made  it 
possible  for  us  to  re-equip  in  a few  years  the  whole  of  our 
socialist  industry  on  new  and  up-to-date  technical  lines. 

fijg  ( Stalin : Report  delivered  at  the  - 8th  Congress  of  the 


It  is  quite  possible,  of  course, 
Germany  who  dream  of  annexing  U* 
Ukraine,  to  the  gnat,  namely,  the. « 
If  there  really  are  such  tunahw  m 
we  shall  find  enough  strait-jackets 

(Stalin : Report  to  the  lStf>  C 
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Catalonia  Invaded  but  not  Defeated 

rtY1  .*.*  v . . , Sl>  Colomcr 

Camloniu  IS  nothing  but  a vast  ccmctcr}  and  a huge 
prison.  1 hat  *%  the  result  of  the  fascist  invasion.  What  was 

'i  «'cr  [ raoco  occupi«l  Catalonia  has  become  a terrible 
ream).  Mussolini  and  Hitler  have  dug  their  destructive  claws 
into  this  people  oi  liberal,  democratic  traditions*  with  its  multi* 
tudmous  proletariat  forged  in  great  revolutionary  struggles  a 
militant  proletariat  which  has  always  proved  its  vigorous  cla\s* 

consciousness  and  its  profound  love  of  its  country*  its  language 
and  customs,  7 * b 

During  its  long  history,  Catalonia  cannot  show  any  example 

to  equal  this  tor  crime  and  terror*  There  is  not  a home 
family  ' ' 


not  a 


family  which  lias  not  suffered  personally  from  the  consequences 
of  this  civilisation  by  Italian  and  German  fascism* 

It  did  no l happen  by  accident*  It  was  prepared  with  minute 
care*  without  haste*  liven  before  he  commenced  his  offensive 
against  Catalonia*  1-raneo  had  prepared  his  machinery  of  repres* 
sion  which*  since  the  occupation*  has  been  employed  \o  " punish  " 
the  revolt  and  resistance  of  the  "Catalonian  dog>/T 

The  repression  is  directed  by  agents  of  the  Italian  O.V.k.A* 
and  the  German  Gestapo,  "recommended  " to  Franco.  Repub- 
licans, Soda  lists*  Communists.  Anarchists*  patriots,  simple 
workers  and  peasants*  for  the  sole  crime  of  being  what  they  arc* 
arc  made  to  suffer  indiscriminately  the  consequences  of  the 
foreign  invasion*  with  its  monstrous  persecutions*  with  its  plain 
intention  or  crushing  out  everything  revolutionary*  democratic 
and  patriotic,  in  order  to  transform  Catalonia  into  a subject 
colony,  from  which  the  parasites  may  extract  the  very1  life-blood. 

To  the  Negrin  Government's  declared  intention  of  carrying 
out  no  reprisals  after  the  end  of  the  war*  Franco,  subservient  to 
his  masters'  orders*  replied  wiih  the  most  monstrous  repression 
history  has  known. 

This  tide  of  barbarism  has  reached  not  only  those  who  took 
part,  directly  or  indirectly*  in  the  organisation  and  functioning 
of  military*  political  or  trade  union  units*  and  not  only  those  who 
facilitated  their  organisation  and  their  existence,  as  well  as  those 
who  were*  to  some  extent,  engaged  in  the  struggle  against  the 
foreign  invasion:  but  it  attacks  also  the  near  and  the  distant 
relatives  of  these  people,  relatives  of  Republican  soldiers*  and 
those  who  had  personal  contact  with  them,  the  servants  or  other 
people  who  frequented  the  houses  of  members  of  the  Govern* 
ment  or  of  leaders  of  political  and  trade  union  organisations. 

Various  lists  have  been  drawn  up*  of  those  who  may  be 
released  soon  and  those  who  may  not*  Those  who  are  to  be 
executed  without  pardon  in  the  ditches  of  Monijuich,  in  the  very 
place  where  the  traitor  Goded  was  shot.  Those  who  are  to  be 
arrested  immediately  and  kept  under  the  surveillance  of  the  ser* 
vice  of  “public  order."  Those  about  whom  special  precautions 
arc  to  be  taken.  Each  of  these  instructions  accompanied  by 
special  measures  against  refugees  from  the  Basque  country*  from 
San  lander,  Asturias,  etc. 

Apart  from  those  who  arc  openly  fascist*  only  a few-  enjoy 
exception.  These  arc  the  P,0*U.M.  Trotskyists,  the  agents  of 
Hitler  and  Mussolini*  for  whom  special  arrangements  have  been 
made  It  could  not  be  otherwise*  Those  who  have  so  well  served 
the  cause  of  the  invader,  those  of  the  May  “revolutionary" 
movement*  must  have  (heir  reward  at  the  hands  of  their  masters, 
for  services  rendered.  No*  l he  struggle  against  the  P*0,u.M.  is 
not  the  business  of  the  Commumsrs  alone.  It  is  not  a mailer  of 
mere  ideological  differences,  but  of  a struggle  against  the  enemies 
of  the  people  and  ihc  youth*  against  the  enemies  of  Catalonia 

jnd  SpJfaMnit  ructions  have  been  given  for  Ihc  traiisfer  of 
Dmoners  from  various  invaded  provinces  and  especially  Bar- 
cc  K A?  repression  is  of  such  scope  that  Franco  does  not 

- * - 

^l°"iUd‘rcSfv'^c,r  ; minimum  number  of  lomm  lavcby 
2fK^,ou^  m p,o-.rmn,od  imv*-  Tim  pmonom  h*». 


no  communication  uith  the  outer  world,  ti  aav  of  them 
or  express?  h,s  d.sgust.  he  » shot  tm unity.  ThosTin  ehTra  of 
h,.cxpedm..n  are  given  full  powers;  we  know  only  too  well  what 
‘hj!  Catalonia  to-day  u.  throughout  ns  leneth  and 

breadth,  an  immense  Santa  ( olotna  de  Ducrait  So  one  i\ 
respected : not  women,  children  or  old  peophT  ■ ° one 
But  that  is  not  all.  Further  repress- ve 'measures  have  been 
..Ken  such  as:  the  prohibition  of  the  Catalan  language;  the 
liquidation  ot  all  organisations  of  the  autonomous  province; 
Draconian  reprisals  against  officials  of  the  provincial  cos  era- 
nicn!  and  loc:d  uuthunuev.  a minimum  working  dj\  of  10  bou^ 
With  an  average  daily  wage  of  J.5  pesetas;  the  land  returned  to 
jK  lormcr  owners  and  spcciLil  repressive  measures  Liken  inipst 
the  peasants:  industrial  and  agricultural  wealth  monopolised  and 
placed  under  the  control  of  July  and  Germany,  Whai  confronts 
IOC  you  lb  of  Catalonia  is  the  same  panorama,  the  same  perspec- 
tive* ihc  same  reality  which  young  Germans  and  Italians  know; 
in  a word*  fascism. 

Those  who  say  innocently:  ” It  doesn't  matter  to  me  per- 
sonally which  side  wms  " arc  going  to  learn  a grim  lesson  of  the 
vast  gulf  there  is  between  this  foreign  fascism  and  democratic* 
independent  Spam.  It  is  a warning  to  those  who  are  not  yet 
convinced  of  the  necessity  of  struggle  against  fascism. 

But*  as  has  been  so  well  said  by  our  great  comrade 
Pti\ionarifi,  a great  loser  of  the  Catalan  people:  Catalonia  has 
been  occupied  by  invaders,  but  not  defeated. 

"Catalonia  has  been  invaded  like  Eu/Ladi.  Asturias* 
Andalusia,  but  none  of  these  provinces  has  submitted.  Men 
and  women  weep  tears  of  blood  in  concentration  camps*  in 
the  jails*  in  I he  dungeons;  others  work  under  a regime  of 
terror.  But  all  hope  that  we  shall  he  able  to  resist.  They 
arc  ready  to  rise  in  the  enemy's  rear  to  help  Spain  win  back 
her  right  to  life  and  to  liberty/* 

Hatred  swells  up  in  an  ever-rising  tide:  experience  teaches; 
and  unity  for  national  liberation  is  stronger  and  more  vigorous 
every  day.  In  their  national  struggle,  the  Catalan  people  count 
on  the  suppor t of  the  south  of  Ihc  world*  on  the  support  of  the 
masses  of  the  people,  and.  abase  all*  on  the  help  of  the  working 
class  of  all  countries*  which  in  the  end  will  achiese  its  aims  in 
spite  of  Chamberlain  and  Daladicr. 

Spain  Sets  the  Example 

By  Andrd  Marty 

I RESPITE  every  thing,  it  is  not  vanquished,  this  Spain,  the  real 
Spain,  the  Spain  of  Goya  and  Cervantes,  of  voyagers  and 
artists,  the  Spain  of  the  working  class  and  the  people,  the  Spain 
which  has  always  set  an  example  to  the  world  and  always  will! 

Eight  days  ago  we  were  told  that  everything  was  at  an  end. 
Eulogies  were  already  pronounced  on  Casado  and  Miaja  and 
their  impending  capitulation  to  fascism.  To-day  considerable 
sections  of  the  people  are  opposing  the  capitulationists.  It  8 
solely  due  to  the  Spanish  people  that  the  mercenaries  <n  ram 
and  London  have  not  yet  opened  the  gates  of  Madrid  to  Franco. 
The  Black  Shirts  and  National  Socialists  are  afraid  to  enter 

such  a living  and  glowing  Madrid.  . 

Again  this  was  said  to  be  the  en±  But  no,  the  Government 
returned  to  Madrid,  accompanied  by  army  leaders  of  high 
prestige.  The  Premier,  taught  by  events  in  Catalonia,  replaced 
suspicious  or  incompetent  officers.  Treachery  now  came  for- 
ward openly,  and  it  was  reveaJcd  thai  the  C^o  dtque  was 
allied  with  Paris  and  London.  And  Casado  earned  oot  his 
coup  de  main  at  once  under  the  catchword  of  an  ti  -Commu  mstn. 

*How  great  is  the  strength  of  this  Spanish  people,  so  pw 
that  the  attempt  to  crash  it  requires 

nowers.  the  gold  and  the  treachery  organised  by  the  reactionaries 
£f  the  two  democratic  States. 


Our  great  Comrade  Sulin  has  rust  rtcallcd^th 

how  in  the  name  of  anti -Communism  China  has  been 


ESw  by  Japan.  Ab^niaby  It*.  Austria 
byfajcist  Germany,  and  how,  also  in  the  name  of  anb-Coaxmo- 
nism.  Germany  and  Italy  are  conquering  Sp*£  . 

Anti-Communism,  in  whose  name  France  a 


to-day  from  the  side  of  Spam.  *r«  *““*"“* 
the  enslavement  of  the  masses  of  ^ 

name  of  anti-Communwm  that  six  V®*™**0..1" 
era  of  savage  persecution  set  in  against 


pretext  for 


the 
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murderers  and 
>he  Social 
ihe  Jcwr 

.Thanks  i 
doubts  who  the 
And  in  the 
wmmit  his  double 
•ind  Mussolini,  and 
JjW  «h>b0iiaieTiS5f  i 

' Ac  J«  S not  be  forgotten 

•Uad«T?  c *n  thc  n;lmc  of  an 
or  ;«r,n  hra?ee  to  carry  on 
i ?us  1 "dividual*  who  ; 

Mnee  although  they  are  derail 
nicrdy  the  spokesmen  of  Berl„  „.lu 
Mrcss  more  clearly  and  strongly  day  by  day 
van  save  us.  and  which  i * 

t0  thC  Spanish  people:  U»  wihisuiciiiuk  «mu 
c elopmcnt  ol  the  People's  From,  ihe  foundation  of  ihe  unili- 
canon  of  the  nation.  The  People's  l ...  .... 

w Spanish  victory  in  February,  1936,  of  the  prelude  to  the 
May  Victory  in  France 


•sts  fcl^vw'138  'nccndiaries."  After  the  Communists 

*:and  nn.|ly  VtSUZ™*0*  lhcn  ,hc  Dcm°Cra,S' 

■'  10  OLlr  frerit  Dinvitroff.  no  one  in  thc  world  to-day 

real  murderers  were. 

name  oi  aniFCommumim  C'^adc  strives  to 
i Cnme»  *u  deliver  hi\  people  over  to  Hiller 
id  to  masvucrc  thc  hcsl  sons  of  this  people*  that 
— ..r  in  ihe  eyes  ot  the  murderers  of 
I, 

>mmunism,  attempts  arc  being 
same  campaign,  by  a number 
Id  have  been  in  ihe  dock  long 
who  arc  obviously 
therefore  we  must 
that  factor  which 
imparts  this  tremendous  and  wonderful 
thc  strengthening  and  further 

” __ Hr  "i- 

nation,  ‘ihe  People's  Front  stood  at  thc  cradle 


How  the  Chinese  Armies  Fight 
for  Victory 

By  James  Gordon 

\\r 1TH  the  Luktuhiao  incident,  in  July,  1937,  ibe 

invasion  in  China  developed  on  a large  scale.  In  tkoll 
da  vs,  the  Japanese  militarist  officers  and  Government  offitS 
boasted  publicly  of  a rapid  conquest  of  China.  All  thai  *?[} 
be  needed,  they  satd.  were  a few  months  of  easy  advance* 
would  be  no  effective  resistance.  However,  after  20  naoiha^S 
w ;i r , they  have  been  forced  to  change  their  tune,  and  in 
must  recent  declarations,  Japanese  Government  officials 
their  people  to  prepare  for  heavy  sacrifices  and  for  a Ioqe 
out,  difficult  war.  ^ 

The  Chinese  Government  and  people,  in  contrast,  have  from 
the  beginning  prepared  for  a long  war  of  resistance — 10  qjk 
years  if  need  be.  Speaking  on  September  26,  I93g"  1 
Chimtfkhiftt  General  Chian**  Kai-shek  gave  a decisive  any*er 
in  the  name  of  the  Chinese  nation  to  the  Japanese  Premiere? 
that  time.  Prince  Konoyc: 

*'  For  our  part,'1  he  said,  ” We  must  hold  fait, 
must  fix  our  eyes  on  our  goal,  and  be  firm  and  determhw 
The  greater  the  difficulties,  the  more  strongly  we  wiU 
The  longer  the  struggle  lasts,  the  more  courageous  ** 
become.  With  one  heart*  the  entire  nation  carries  on  the 
struggle*  The  final  victory  will  be  ours.  1 hope  that  our 
comrades,  and  thc  armies  of  thc  people  and  the  mtioft 
as  a whole,  will  redouble  their  efforts  to  attain  our  goal* 

In  order  to  understand  thc  progress  of  the  war  in  thc  Fir 
Fast,  it  is  necessary  to  study  the  tactics  and  strategy  adopted 


r - „ - - Before  and  during  the  war  the  People's 

From  brought  an  organisation  of  work  and  democratic  liberties, 
quite  unhoped  for,  to  the  workers  and  peasants  of  Spain,  the 
youth  and  thc  women,  the  intellectuals,  and  thc  whole  people* 
And  m France,  too,  it  was  the  People's  Front  which  gave  social 
law's  hardly  dreamed  of  to  thc  French  workers,  thanks  to  their 
unity  and  energy.  It  was  the  People's  Front  which  made  1936 
no  fruitful  for  the  whole  French  people. 

Thc  People's  Front  is  not  only  thc  secret  of  the  wonderful, 
exemplary  and  unique  resistance  of  the  great  noble  people  of 
Spain*  but  it  brought  to  this  people  the  first  era  of  prosperity 
and  freedom,  real  miracles  in  what  w'as  formerly  thc  classic 
country  of  inquisition  and  feudal  barbarity. 

How  Can  the  Fascist  Aggressors 
be  Defeated  ? 

(Extracts  from  thc  report  of  Comrade  \famufaky  delivered 
at  the  18th  Congress  of  thc  Communist  Party  of  the  Soviet 
Union  (B),) 

V\THAT  is  necessary  now1  to  defeat  the  fascist  aggressors  ? 

Firstly,  a resolute  struggle  against  the  capitulaiors  carried 
to  the  point  of  unmasking  them  completely,  isolating  them  and 
destroying  their  influence.  Thc  capitulators  arc  not  merely 
co-operators  with  thc  bourgeoisie*  they  arc  co-operators  with  the 
most  reactionary  part  of  the  bourgeoisie*  co-operators  with 
fascism,  Thc  capitulators  are  the  agents  of  fascism  in  the 
I_abour  movement,  acting  under  the  mask  of  **  pacifism  " for  the 
deception  of  the  masses. 

They  arc  trying  to  demoralise  the  masses  with  ihe  vile 
treacherous  slogan  of  "better  slavery  than  war* " But  the  people 
know  that  thc  imperialist  robbers  convert  their  slaves  into  cannon 
fodder  for  their  wars  of  plunder;  slaves  do  not  escape  war*  they 
take  part  in  them  on  the  side  of  their  enslavers,  they  take  part 
in  them  as  thugs  against  other  peoples,  destroying  their 
independence* 

The  Anglo-French  capitulators  dream  of  diverting  German 
fascism  to  the  East*  In  thc  language  of  these  gentlemen,  this 
is  also  called  preservation  of  peace.  But  we  know'  that  thc 
German  fascists  dislike  impassable  roads  and  unsurmount  able 
obstacles*  they  prefer  to  go  where  it  is  easy,  where  one 
surrenders  to  fascism. 

The  capitulators  of  neutral  countries,  like  Scandinavia,  for 
instance*  intend  to  seclude  themselves  from  war  in  the  refuge 
of  neutrality  and  help  thc  bourgeoisie  to  make  a pile  of  money 
on  military  contracts  as  they  did  in  1914/ 1918*  But  the  times 
are  different  now.  Now  the  fascist  aggressors  will  not  leave  a 
single  neighbouring  Slate  in  peace  until  they  have  drawn  it  into 
thc  orbit  of  their  military  adventures*  until  they  have  revised  its 
frontiers  in  the  interests  of  thc  " Aryan  race**" 

The  capitulators  try  to  deter  the  masses  by  telling  them  that 
Ihe  people's  front  provokes  the  fascists  to  aggression.  But  thc 
formation  of  the  People's  Front  means  resistance  to  the  fascist 
aggressors.  It  is  not  resistance  but  the  absence  of  it  that  whets 
£w  appetite  of  the  fascists. 


by  thc  Chinese  military  authorities  in  developing  their  rtsin- 
a nee*  The  Chinese  Army  leaders  arc  fully  conscious  of  their 
great  inferiority  to  thc  Japanese  forces  in  war  material  of  every 
sort.  Bm  they  aim  to  utilise  to  the  full  all  the  favourable 
conditions  in  the  internal  and  external  position  of  China,  71* 
first  of  these  conditions  is  thc  nature  of  the  war  itself.  Tie 

for  their  national  independence 


Chinese  people  are  fighting 
against  a fascist-militarist  invader  and  arc  fully  conscious  of 
they  arc  fighting.  Thc  whole  population  has  rallied  to  ihe  suj 
of  thc  defending  armies*  and  the  soldiers  themselves*  m 
standing  why  they  arc  fighting*  arc  ready  to  resist  to  the 
Ihe  political  unity  within  China  and  the  centralisation 
co-ordination  of  all  Chinese  armies  under  Ihe  National  Mil 
Council  is  another  important  factor  in  favour  of  Chi 
resistance.  A third  factor  is  thc  vast  territory  and  enon 
population  or  450.000*000  people*  which  can  supply  Im 
reserves  for  the  Chinese  Armies.  A fourth  factor  is  the  i 
discontent  within  Japan  of  their  own  population  against 
militarist  Government  and  its  imperialist  designs.  Fu 
throughout  the  world,  there  is  a growing  movement  ira 
all  peace-loving  people  to  give  effective  aid  to  thc  Chinese  pc 
With  these  factors  in  view*  it  is  clear  that  the  time  fed  or 
favour  of  the  Chinese,  but  thc  longer  they  resist,  the  gr 
the  difficulties  for  thc  Japanese  invaders.  As  Generd  j 
Y U'hxiang,  Vice-President  of  the  National  Military'  Oot 
puts  it:  China  can  last,  but  Japan  cannot.  Or  in  the  wOlt 
the  Chinese  Catholic  Bishop*  Monscignctir  Yupin,  “Time* 
for  China.  We  will  hold  fast  until  Japan  is  exhausted  J 
are  thc  reasons  which  led  thc  Chinese  Government  tOt  adop 
tactics  of  what  is  known  as  **  sustained."  or  prolonged  w 
Mao  Tsc-Tang,  the  great  Chinese  communist  leader,  *Mj 


this  tactic  to  the  International  Student  Delegation 

last  July: 

4*  What  is  meant  by  insistence  on  sustain* 
Some  people  say  that  China  will  perish  in  no  toe 
she  cannot  keep  on  resisting  Japan.  Others  say 
win  a quick  victory  and  has  no  need  of  pfoloosc* 
Both  opinions  are  equally  wrong.  We  ftrnajy 
China  cannot  perish.  Although  Japan  b SOT* 
respects,  it  is  insufficiently  developed.  It  is  feta) 
internal  and  external  opposition.  Although  O 
in  some  respects,  it  is  a big  country  and  the " 
favourable  conditions  in  her  internal  and  nxisw 
Therefore*  despite  her  territorial  losses,  -.wM# 
her  war  of  resistance  and  win  the  final 3#* 


or  1 d You 


account 


Z7ni!LS,r7ng  P™'-  b“l  «nnot  ,u[«  .hem  l0  a 
'fw  cTS'a  J™  °,if'  " v"11  Kkc  time  before 

rup'ev  taTev  dVi^JC  pro,trc'v'  ^orc  Japanese  bank- 

7 a t,  h7'  r , ,xr°re  China  receives  foreign  support 

need  no7h«£  f po'"'vc  .wa>--  Therefore,  her  jKc 
for  /.  **  fJ>r  an  casy  .VK,°'-y.  but  must  be  prepared 

insisirn  war'  ?°  '*  ,s  r|pht  to  build  a policy  on 

0,1  ^MStanec,  insistence  on  the  united  front  and 
insistence  on  protracted  war/* 

fhfl  ™crc  is  no  doubt  that  in  this  tactic  of  protracted  warfare, 
much  fVftrmT  and  Government  learned  very 

to  Krf«t^nhin  th  ? * Am,y:  Wh°  hud  hrouShl  ^cir  tacncs 

lino  ^ h-  °nfi  Y*?T%  °f  thc  dvi1  w*ir*  «**"  lh?y  w<^rc 
th™R  n.g  immensely  superior  odds,  and  who  have  put 

them  into  pnicl[CC(  with  most  marked  success,  in  fighting  the 

Japanese  invaders  on  the  Northern  front.  The  three  main 

principles  of  the  Sih  Route  Army  are  to  carry  on  a war  of 

movement  and  partisan  warfare,  renouncing  pure  frontal 

defensive  postiions,  attacking  the  enemy  in  the  flank  and  rear. 

destroying  therr  means  of  communication.  Secondly,  to  carry 

°n  intensive  work  for  the  organisation,  education  and  arming 

. the  local  popujaiions  using  I he  partisan  war  of  the  masses 

*ru-  ?iSC  cornb^ul'ori  ™‘th  (he  operations  of  the  regular  army. 
1 nirdly,  to  carry  on  intensive  political  and  educational  work 
in  the  army  itself.  In  the  Northern  provinces  the  Sih  Route 
Army  uses  its  superior  mobility  to  make  up  for  its  inferiority 
in  antis,  and  at  the  same  time  carries  on  continual  work  for 
the  disintegration  of  the  Japanese  forces.  This  tactic  of 
sustained  warfare  is  now  adopted  officially  by  the  Government 
and  military  authorities,  Jn  his  message  of  October  31  last  vear, 
General  Chiang  Kai-shek  said: 

“ The  Chinese  plan  oT  resistance  is  based  on  the  three 
following  principles:  f 1 ) Prolonged  resistance;  f2l  Resist- 
ance everywhere  and  on  all  sectors;  f 3)  Struggle  io  take 
the  initiative  of  operations.  It  h only  by  attracting  the 
Japanese  forces  towards  the  interior  of  the  country  that 
we  can  take  this  initiative.  We  must  preoccupy  ourselves 
with  the  development  of  the  war  as  a whole,  and  not  with 
the  defence  or  loss  of  a particular  town  or  region.  The 
Chinese  tactic  consists  in  attracting  the  Japanese  forces  into 
the  immensity  of  the  interior,  in  avoiding  a battle  along  the 
coastal  /one*  where  the  superior  armaments  of  the  Japanese 
will  permit  them  easily  to  take  the  advantage;  but  there 
we  must  use  the  terrain  in  a way  so  as  to  inflict  the  greatest 
possible  losses  on  the  Japanese  forces,  which  will  allow  us 
to  gain  time  to  prepare  defence  works  more  to  the  West, 
and  to  use  to  the  full  the  resources  of  the  country  for 
national  defence.' ‘ 

following  this  tactic,  as  the  war  continues  in  the  eastern 


to  absorb  (he  refugees,  important  new  roads  and  railways 
developed,  the  most  recent  of  which  links  Burma  with  Ihc  South- 

Western  province  of  Yunnan.  , 

With  this  plan  of  protracted  warfare,  tremendous  importance 

is  given  to  guerilla  warfare  and  to  organ ivation  of  ihc  Chinese 

people  behind  ihc  Japanese  lines.  As  the  Japanese  troops  advance 

towards  Central  China,  they  occupy  only  the  railways,  mam 

roads,  important  cities  and  some  of  the  villages  The  Japanese 

smiles  h comc  a thinlv  drawn-oili  network,  very  hard  to  defend. 

Th c v ca nno^coion i sc  the  Chinese  territories  as  they  would  wash. 

nor  develop  raw  materials  or  enslave  the  populano n A hosnl 

™nii!aiion'  nrcsscs  in  on  all  sides,  organised  by  the  partisan 
population  pres  u million  Chinese  partisans  in 

troops  There  are  more  man  n of  lhouunds  in  the 

China  Behind  the  Japanese  lines,  the  major  part  of  the 
rest  of  C htnj.  PcV,n°  „ oied  bv  Chinese  populations, 

so-eallcd  " owupied  g fI,cPnls  tba,  accept  the  authority 

organised  under  provision j i go  instance,  a Urge 

of  the  Central  Ch.ncse  Governmem.^  Hoptl  and 

provisional  Chinese  ^nc-  e(  p wjthin  the  midst  of  the 

Chahar  provinces, . ha* «i  op^H  Q t Ioyal 

TessasssgSE&itt*  Ss 

f"^'*  s**-  °mn‘ 


Uo-king  Minister  of  ihc  Interior,  has  received  more  money  eaid 
for  taxes  from  Hopei  and  Chahar  provinces  since  their  occ— - 

¥ ,n  l*e  >«"  that  preceded  the 
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Statistics  show  that  liom  the  military  point  of  view 
a!iT  nf  %CU%  °r  t*TU'A\y  Chinese 

SV  I °f  !hc  796  <»«nctt  which  these  prov.nces  "contain* 
ihc  Japanese  r«l  control  only  over  lA  per  cent.:  ibe 

Chmesc  Government  ha*  entire  control  over  61  per  cent,  tad 

cotitro|dlMr,CU  ° PCf  CCn*^  lhC  Chiric5e  Goer nmcot  has  partial 

Chinese  guerilla  troops  operate  in  all  pan*  ol  Pima  Even 
m Tientsin  *ifid  Shanghai,  the  puppet  governors,  installed  by  the 
Jap.incsc  militaries,  tremble  m fear  of  atucks  by  the  guerilla* 
and  in  *pdc  of  tremendou*  bribes,  the  Japanese  Sind  it  hard  to 
buy  any  traitor  to  assume  the  post  of  puppet  governor. 

With  the  development  of  ;hc  war,  considerable  changes  have 
taken  place  in  the  relative  lossc*  of  Chinese  and  Japanese  troop*. 
There  are  now  about  2,500,000  Chinese  soldiers  under  arms 
1 ,000,000  in  i raining,  50,000.000  possible  reserves,  Japan  has 
1 , ; 00,000  soldiers  in  China;  /{XI.1XKJ  Japanese  soldiers  have 
already  been  killed  or  disabled  since  ihc  beginning  of  the  war. 

Jt  is  unlikely  that  Japan  cuuSd  afford  lo  mobilise  more  than 
another  1*000,000  to  1*500,000  men  for  the  war.  At  the  beginning 
oS  the  war*  China  uj*  losing  three  men  to  every  one  Japanese 
on  the  average,  ten  to  one  in  some  provinces.  In  the  last  months* 
it  is  calculated  that  China  has  been  losing  ten  men  to  every  seven 
Japanese.  General  Chen  Chen Vice-Minister  of  the  Political 
Department  of  the  National  Military  Council,  calculates  that 
shortly  Japan  will  be  losing  two  men  to  even'  one  Chinese,  In 
Shansi  province,  where  the  $th  Route  Army  is  leading  the  resist* 
ance  and  partisan  warfare  is  particularly  developed,  in  recent 
months  more  than  eight  Japanev:  soldiers  have  been  killed  to 
one  Chinese.  The  Japanese  have  lost  more  than  1*000  aeroplanes 
since  the  beginning  of  the  war. 

In  view  of  these  general  developments  of  Chinese  resistance, 
it  is  easier  to  understand  the  struggles  now  taking  place  on  the 
different  fronts  in  China  today.  In  Shansi  and  on  the  Northern 
front,  an  attempted  Japanese  attack  has  been  repulsed  by  & 
victorious  Chines:  eoun tef -offensive.  The  Jap^noe  wash  to  cross 
the  Yellow  River  and  invade  Shensi,  then  to  advance  further  to 
cut  the  road  to  ihc  Soviet  Union  from  North-Western  China, 
Uui  the  Chinese  victories  in  Shansi  have  made  ibis  Japanese 
offensive  provisionally  impossible.  Guerilla  warfare  is  spreading 
daily  in  the  Northern  provinces.  On  March  6*  3.000  Chinese 
guerillas  were  reported  on  the  outskirts  of  Tientsin  in  Hopei  and 
others  were  reported  in  the  suburbs  of  Peiping  itself.  Both 
Peiping  and  Tientsin  were  “ occupied  " from  the  very  begismuag 
of  the  v*;*r.  In  the  Centre,  continued  reports  are  given  of  guerilla 
activity  in  the  suburbs  of  Shanghai*  The  Shanzhai-Hangchow 
railway  and  the  Shanghai -Nanking  railway  have  been  cut 
repeatedly.  The  Chinese  forces  have  crossed  the  ChUntang  river 
in  Chekiang  province  and  are  on  the  outskirts  of  Hangchow,  the 
capital*  12,000  Japanese  soldiers  have  been  killed  by  guerillas 
in  Shantung,  liotwn  and  Anhwei  provinces  during  the  first  month 
of  the  year.  In  Western  Hupeh,  the  Japanese  troops  are 
advancing  cautiously  towards  Ichang*  In  Southern  China* 
lighting  is  still  going  on  in  Kwanumg  province  around  Canton. 
The  Japanese  militarists  are  discussing  the  possibUiiy  of 
attempting  the  invasion  of  JCnwigri  province,  but  in  Kwangst 
two  and  a half  million  people  are  undergoing  nutitary  training 
and  half  a million  are  already  under  arms.  The  Japanese  fear 
the  consequences  of  a further  advance.  The  most  striking  event 
in  recent  weeks  has  been  the  occupation  of  Hainan  by  Japanese 
troops;  but  the  occupation  of  Hainan,  situated  in  a strategic 
position  in  the  Gulf  of  Tonkin,  is  a direct  blow  to  France  and 
Great  Britain,  but  hardly  alters  the  course  of  the  war  tn  China 
itself*  It  should  be  added  that  5*000  Japanese  soldiers  have  lost 
their  lives  during  the  fighting  in  Hainan* 

Thus  it  can  be  seen  that  the  duration  of  the  war  in  China 
gives  added  strength  to  the  Chinese  foras,  weakens  and  exhausts 
Japanese  militarism.  Time  works  in  favour  of  China,  and  Um 
is  the  reason  why  in  Japanese  Government  arete*  the  question 
of  peace  and  recoaciliatioa  is  beginning  to  be  discussed,  fiat  the 
Chinese  people  are  determined  to  resist  until  victory* 

In  this  war  of  prolonged  resistance,  the  Chinese  youth  play* 
a rile  of  the  highest  importance.  The  political  workers  m ‘ 
regular  army  and  partisan  troops  come  from  the  rank*  of 
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form  a link  bet Wimaimns.  rhc  froiM  «fvicc  groups  ihat 

by  | he  vourK  ' t Jl. l^c  army  a°d  the  people  arc  mostly  organised 

and  Ihc  wnrl-  , , lhc  WOr(i  of  contact  with  the  Japanese  soldiers 
i i-A * , ^ Mn  over  the  IL1U  mnv-iH  Iiiil  Vf  Iiniiftliriri 


iroons  who  k.4  . VIl  ovcr  the  Korean,  Formosan  and  Mongolian 
Chinese  vn„,Llt'c  been  pressed  into  the  service  of  Japan*  the 

res i s I a nee  of  1 |,,:,y  a iead  in»  ™lc-  Thc  *pMl  of 

that  win  iJ  lflc  - hinese  youth  within  the  army,  a resistance 
the  Ymmn  _ '‘U stained  k>  the  end*  is  best  shown  hv  ihe  letter  of 
g Soldiers  ot  Sanyuun  u>  the  Student  Delegation: 

you  we  are  in  the  cream  of  our  youth:  we  would 
jn \ ♦ ,vc  ^onKCr  and  enjoy  life.  But  today  we  must  gi> 

♦ jjr*  death;  we  must  defend  our  homes  from  the  cruel 

war*  but  wc  love  our  Homes:  we  hate 
cam*  but  how  can  we  stand  by  and  see  our  lands  occupied, 
our  names  sacked*  our  women  raped*  our  parents  murdered? 
I nere  is  no  other  way'*  we  must  fight!  We  shall  soon  leave 
lor  the  trenches;  we  go  there  with  happy  hearts  and  await 
With  a smile  for  ihe  Grim  Reaper  to  do  his  job:  we  light  for 

our  homes*  we  light  that  Righteousness  may  not  perish  from 
this  world, 

f’Hends,  when  you  go  back  to  your  respective 
countries*  tell  your  youth  that  China  will  fight  to  the  bitter 
end  lor  her  independence;  toll  them  that  between  death  and 
subjection,  China's  youth  has  chosen  to  light,  to  die  rather 
than  to  be  subjected  to  Japanese  imperialism.  We  have 
that  we  will  be  the  ultimate  victors;  we  have  faith  in 
Righteousness;  we  have  faith  in  the  head  of  our  Government, 
To-day  China  has  risen  like  one  man — peasants,  workers* 
students,  merchants*  soldiers,  all  are  united.  Onwards  to 
victory:  or  to  death. 

" f fiends*  we  have  only  one  thing  to  ask  our  fellow- 
youth  thc  world  over.  Tell  them  from  us — -Youth  unite, 
that  peace  may  reign  over  mankind V* 

The  Youth  Pilgrimage  to  London 

By  M ick  Bennett 

" You  who  represent  the  youth  of  Britain  who  work  in 
the  factory,  mine,  office*  school  or  university^  arc  heirs  to 
rite  long  t rath 1 1 ott  of  struggle  for  freedom  and  democracy. 
You  have  heard  thc  voice  of  duty  in  this  grave  hour,  and  as 
your  fathers  before  yon  heeded  the  call  to  nation  wide  action 
in  defence  of  threatened  liberty,  you  in  your  turn  are 
prepared  to  give  national  service — service  which  is  inspired 
alone  by  the  ideals  of  freedom  and  by  conviction.  We  call 
upon  all  men  and  women  of  every  political  and  religious 
opinion  to  join  together  in  a great  Campaign,  united  as  the 
ranks  of  the  Youth  Organisations  have  become,  in  that 
tradition  which  hat  inspired  our  National  Youth  Pilgrimage.  ' 
This  is  thc  Pledge  of  2.500  pilgrims  from  England*  Scotland 
and  Wales  and  of  20.000  youth  of  London  who  welcomed  the 
pilgrims  to  Trafalgar  Square  and  the  Empress  Hall. 

They  were  pit  boys  and  students*  waitresses  and  teachers* 
errand  boys  and  engineers*  ministers  and  unemployed.  They 
came  to  oiler  ihe  whole  power  and  enthusiasm  of  thc  nation's 
youth  to  thc  country's  leaders  if  they  will  call  youth  to  serve  for 
a worthy  cause. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  Youth  Pilpr image  to  London, 
on  February  IS  and  19*  was  the  higgest  political  mass  action  ever 
carried  through  by  the  Democrat tc  Youth  Movement  in  Great 
Britain. 

The  rapid  development  of  the  National  Youth  Campaign 
from  a loose  association  of  leaders  last  spring,  to  a mass  Nation- 
wide Campaign  nine  months  later  is  one  of  thc  most  significant 
political  developments  in  this  country. 

It  has  been  apparent  for  quite  a while  that  the  Youth*  who 
have  grown,  and  arc  growing*  to  manhood  and  womanhood 
during  thc  last  three  or  four  years*  arc  more  and  more  imbued 
with  the  ideal  and  spirit  of  democracy  and  liberty* 

This  is  so  because  they  cannot  help  but  see  thc  horror  and 
the  reality  of  fascism  in  other  lands*  and  the  aggressive  designs 
of  jibe  fascist  states  upon  the  democratic  peoples.  Alongside  and 
parallel  with  this  is  toe  acute  problem  of  the  Youth  in  industry, 
the  blind  alley,  which  condemns  millions  to  a life  without  a real 
future, 

> The  different  sections  of  British  Youth  have,  and  are  finding 
' own  way  of  expressing  this  feeling  and  fighting  spirit,  as  is 
id  by  the  wide  variety  of  activity  ill  the  Youth  Movement 
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of  a democratic  character,  from  humanitarian  aid  to  victtok 
war  to  such  thing*  us  the  Youth  Parliament*  the  coming 
for  fitness  and  for  closer  association  among  the  more  advS5 
of  ihe  democratic  youth,  as  well  as  the  movement  of  the  Yo&2 
Engineers  of  IK  months  ago.  which  still  expresses  it*  I 

which  exists  among  industrial  youth, 

Since  Munich*  however,  the  anii-fascisi  mood  among  rtw 
youth  has  considerably  deepened:  no  section  rjf  youth  in  BrijS  f 
are  supporters  of  fascism,  and  they  hate  Hitler  and  MussoliJj 

Masses  of  Youth  have  come  to  realise  that  their  main  enemr  s 
is  the  National  Government  of  Chamberlain — the  GovemmS 
of  pro-fascists.  That  thc  whole  of  the  Democratic  Yooiliif-S  i 
not  yet  **  seen  through"  Chamberlain,  is  due  to  his  eurmr&t 
methods  of  deceit*  and  to  thc  fact  that  the  democratic  force$  » 
Britain  arc  not  yet  united  to  defeat  thc  Government, 

The  most  deceitful  of  all  ihe  Government's  move  is  “National 
Service* 1 thc  logical  outcome  of  which  under  the  National 
Government*  will  be  various  forms  of  industrial*  civil  and  nuHtgn 
conscription — pulling  thc  people  in  chains.  For  the  Youth,  J 
would  include  labour  camps  a la  Hitler. 

The  difficulty  which  many  youth  feel*  is  that  if  they  oppose 
National  Service  because  of  their  Opposition  to  Chamberlain,  they 
may  be  acting  in  a disloyal  and  unpatriotic  manner*  and  not 
helping  to  defend  their  country  from  thc  danger  of  aggresaioa 
by  Hiller  and  Mussolini. 

This  sincere  and  genuine  difficulty  in  the  minds  of  many 
Youth  is  made  worse  by  the  fact  the  Labour  and  Liberal  leaders, 
who  oppose  the  Government  in  all  matters  of  foreign  policy*  as 
well  as  domestic  issues  (Unemployment,  Agriculture,  etc.)  do 
not  oppose  the  Government  on  thc  issue  of  Defence  and  National 
service*  except  on  purely  technical  points. 

In  fact,  they  completely  support  National  Service  and 
Defence*  speak  ing  on  the  same  platforms  as  Government  speakers 
at  public  meetings  throughout  the  country.  They  falsely  argue 
that  it  is  a “ National  4 issue*  beyond  party  and  Government,  a 
#l  neutral  “ question. 

Thus,  they  help  the  Government  to  overcome  its  weak 
position  and  rally  support  for  it*  through  the  medium  of  National 
Service,  as  they  also  do  on  the  question  of  thc  arms  estimates 
in  Parliament.  " We  are  not  against  defence,  therefore,  we  are 
not  against  the  Government  on  thc  defence  issue”  is  the  line  of 
their  argument*  conveniently  forgetting  that  our  defence  h m 
danger,  so  long  as  it  remains  in  thc  hands  of  the  friend*  of 
fascism.  Le..  the  National  Government. 

To  show  youth  why  it  is  necessary  to  completely  oppose  the 
Government*  and  yet  at  the  same  lime  have  a positive  approach 
to  Defence  and  Service — was  thc  political  aim  of  the  Youth 
Pilgrimage  to  London, 

The  Pilgrimage  was  organised  around  ihe  idea  or  slogan  tbit 
" Youth  will  serve  for  Freedom." 

Therefore  the  fir  At  and  most  important  aspect  of  the  Youth 
Pilgrimage  was  the  putting  forward  of  a political  platform  of 
youth  which  could  unite  thc  majority  of  British  youth  who 
sincerely  want  to  defend  the  people,  and  turn  their  main  attention 
to  thc  light  to  defeat  the  National  Government  as  die  main  enemy 
of  the  people* 

In  order  to  unite  the  mass  of  democratic  youth  of  Britain, 
who  are  seeking  ways  and  means  of  expressing  the  desire  for  a 
stronger  democracy*  it  is  necessary*  in  thc  first  place  on  the  bash 
of  a correct  policy*  to  unite  thc  most  advanced 
organisations  of  thc  democratic  youth,  who  more  or  less  ocutj 
see  the  National  Government  as  the  main  enemy,  and  a 
prepared  to  lead  thc  struggle  of  Youth  against  iNit  enemy- 

Up  to  thc  present*  thc  advanced  sections  of  the  democr* 
youth  have  functioned  onlv  through  the  medium  or 
organisations,  such  as  the  Young  Communist  League*  the  L/ 
League  of  Youth,  the  University  Labour  Federation,  the  1 
of  Nations  Union  Youth  Groups,  the  League  of  Young  Lt 
and  thc  Federation  of  Co-operative  Youth*  phis  miny  yc 
various  other  organisations  and  unattached  youth,  wun 
loose  unity  at  the  top. 

In  order  to  wage  a successftff  struggle*  ftw*  *** 
achieve  the  unity  of  these  sections  of  the  Youth-  A*  * 
the  Pilgrimage  and  the  policy  adopted*  there  «yjT 
basis  of unity  among  six  Youth  OraMiteitk^  and  tto  ™ 
has  been  able  to  bring  into  being  *t  least  thoix 
political  leadership  for  the  masses  of  the  detoou- 
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Universities,  and  their  n-irticirv^iiL*™0?*’''1  * bc  'fwi/entj  of  the 
particularly  so  ,„  O^St:  «*  Pilgrimage.  This  was 
»«rst  time,  we  were  able  to  acEvf  ?nJ.i ami  for  the 
political  youth  action,  an  aHiaiw  t^I  h<!  C?uric  of  a mass 
anti-fascist  youth.  ‘ nCt  bciwccn  the  Students  and  the 

of  the  dcntocratic^  Modem*  L'on''dcr;iblc  development  of  unity 

studeTZ  insist a 

a^hj^S7FW-«'-ssi 

Another  vcry  m^rlam  T.'^T  ■"««*<*. 

Pilgrtmagc  wa>  tL  Tmpathv  wi.h's  'T11  ,hc  C0llfsc  of  ,he 
section  of  the  I ibou'r  -Li  n ’h  blcb  11  'net  among  adult 
Democratic  Press  V^r!  , DtmOCral'c  movement  and  in  the 
the  ^Sj  ,SnCC'  °n  “!C  d;'>’  .of  ,hc  Pi'Erimage 

Pilcrim-ice  in<l  h|'lJcd  a special  Youth  edition  on  the 

lorfniost  militis  ox^h ‘1“»  • C-  b>  C.;‘p!ain  l iddtl1  Hart-the 
oi  vitmh  iv*/*-  vpcfl  ftriIa,n-  w'ho  pointed  out  ihc  rieht 

them  h pJrl,c,palc  ln  discussion  of  a policy  which  is  to  aff«{ 

i he  wa,s  ,;*cn  UP  b>‘  sections  of  the  Press  when 

ThisPscction  o7S,hr  p '°  m“‘  a deputation  of  ihc  Pilgrims, 

■ ms  section  of  the  Press  pointed  out  that  here  was  ihc  Govern* 

Youih  ls°lill,1h  fr°m  Ihc.housc'IOPs  fur  National  Service  for  the 
W.M  Wh,cn  many- thousands  of  Youlh.  who  generally  repre 

sent  Democratic  Youth  want  to  have  a deputation  to  w him  to 
discuss  Ihc  question  or  National  Service,  he  refused  lo  meet  them 
In  the  deputation  to  the  political  leaders,  considerable 
s^Pp9r.1  was  forthcoming.  Mr*  Barnes,  the  Co-op.  leader,  gave 
Inc  I ilgnriiagc  and  the  Campaign  hi>  complete  support,  ami 
agreed  to  assist  in  getting  Co-op.  youth  to  play  u bigger  nan  in 
the  future. 

was  for  the  development  of  the 
Campaign,  and  for  more  support  from  .sections  of  Young 
Liberal*,  who  had  not  played  a great  pan  in  the  Campaign. 

Mr.  Atfec  said  that  the  matter  would  be  taken  up  with  his 
colleagues  in  the  Executive,  and  while  the  official  line  of  the 
Labour  leaders  is  against  unity,  he  was  not  able  to  say  that  the 
young  should  not  unite,  but  went  to  the  extent  of  saying  that 
the  youth  were  a special  set  of  people,  and  that  conditions  that 
applied  to  the  adult  movements  need  not  necessarily  apply  to  the 
Youth  movement. 

Harry  Pol  lift  met  a deputation  of  the  youth  on  behalf  of 
the  Central  Committee  of  ihc  Communist  Party,  and  gave  the 
full  support  of  the  Communist  Party  to  the  Youth. 

There }orem  the  fourth  most  important  at  pet  t of  the  Pilgrimage 
was  ihe  amount  of  support  and  sympathy  that  it  attracted  from 
the  leaders  of  the  Labour  and  Democratic  movement  and  the 
Democratic  Press, 

A feature  of  previous  campaigns  of  a united  character  has 
been  that  the  unity  in  the  main  was  at  the  top.  amongst  the 
leadership,  and  in  some  of  the  larger  districts.  There  had  not 
been  a sufficiently  big  development  of  the  unity  among  the 
members  of  the  different  organisations,  and  localities. 

However,  in  the  Pilgrimage  Campaign,  (here  was  a consider- 
able development  of  unity  locally,  many  committees  were  set  up 
in  all  the  main  provincial  towns;  and  m London  some  30  local 

committees  in  different  areas  were  set  up. 

Therefore,  ihe  fifth  most  important  aspect  of  the  Ptlgnmage 
is  the  beginning  of  real  unity  in  the  main  cities  and  localities  of 

the  however,  a number  of  weaknesses  which  have 

b«n  brought  out  in  the  statement  of  the 

patgn  Committee  following  the  Pilgrimage.  These  weaknesses 

"**  Q )*^n  »f°d°scussioa  among  (he  organisations  and 

among  the  Stars,  of  the  political 

consequently,  a not  too  dear  stating  of  these  political  issues  in 
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icvull  that  a conquerable  nnmt!,  , campaign.  »nh  ibe 

I’tlgf  image  a*  something^  wESi* >0“lh  coul<1  oni>  «*  the 

national  service,  and  \imoor*  ?*1lh  femocncj  *ixJ 

povilive  policy  on  naiioaf|P2?vi^  amd  TL  dld.  ^ «' 

lo  Ihe  policy  or  the  National  Government  •n!^B*l,Ve  K ofT<rrrJ 
'cp.tr.ilnm  of  national  vervice  .nH**  K^l!l  !0°  niuch 

policy.  ^JCe  ■"ld  tame  ivvucv  rrom  foreign 

1 2)  This  weakness  exprevved  irt,tf  ... 

U>  net  pilgrims  to  London  ^ th™J|. ", 1’any.*re**  « A droe 

Veiling  numbers  ot  people’  to  Lond!^  ' 7*1  ,UM  * <’ue*t’on  of 
campaign.  P 0 *-°ndon,  jnd  "«  » great  polmcal 

ihe  LoUo^^re^fmVheV^  “wm«lv«  in  »ome  of 

STS  M 

p.i^4,..,SKta“bK  -*  ■*• 

grterafesay  j y .ay-Sjatss 

which  cxivsv  ^mona  the  '.ou»h  ,kJ  :„  ...  * mood 

antes  from  such  under-cs.imanon  “hKh 

However,  if  these  weaknesses  are  brought  10  light  and 
inruMied  oul  in  :in  objccuvc  manner,  they  may  be  qtncklv  over- 

comf*  ;i5t  lac  move  men:  can  be  considerably  strengthened  a*  4 
result  o\  learning  ihc  Icsvcms, 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  Pilgrimage  has  *cm  a thrill  of 
enthusiasm  throughout  the  youth  movement,  and  the  10b  now 
is  lo  follow  up  with  hammer  blows  against  the  Government  and 
tor  the  policy  of  the  National  Youth  Campaign. 

wk‘  that  the  has:  1 has  been  laid . the  next  step  is  U>*ards  a 
democrat h alliance  of  the  youth.  i.e„  a closer  alliance  of  the 
\tx  youth  organi rations  that  co-operated  in  the  Youth  Pilgrimage 
nationally  and  ItHally r so  as  to  become  a real  spear^head  in  the 
struggle  of  the  Democratic  British  Youth . 

The  first  step  in  this  direction  will  be  taken  at  a meeting 
of  the  nanonul  committees  of  ihe  six  organisations  to  be  held 
in  London  on  YLirch  IS  anj  19.  where  an  estimation  will  be 
made  of  (he  present  situation  and  the  tasks  before  the  democratic 
south  of  It  mam,  and  the  steps  towards  □ democratic  alliance 
of  youth,  which  will  be  based  on  such  a policy  as; 

( D The  unity  of  all  ihe  forces  at  home  and  abroad  against 
aggression  : to  express  the  desire  of  youth  to  sene  such  a policy* 
while  at  the  same  lime,  participating  in  the  A.R,P.  machinery, 
and  those  measures  of  evacuation  and  defence  m which  a Hoc 
can  he  drawn  between  supporting  it  and  supporting  the  Govern- 
ment. 

1 21  The  support  for  the  Youth  C Stirrer  with  its  points  for 
the  economic  and  social  advance  of  the  youth. 

13>  Support  for  the  idea  of  national  fitness  for  democracy. 

A scries  of  proposaU  have  been  made  in  ibe  statement  on 
the  \Utfional  Youth  Campaign,  as  to  what  can  be  done  nationally 
and  locally  by  the  committees,  such  as  deputations  to  the  press 
locally,  joint  meetings  of  all  the  members  of  the  local  organisa- 
tions. [he  registration  of  individual  ami-fascist  youth  who  agree 
with  the  policy  in  support  of  the  campaign,  which  can  be  done 
in  thousand*,  organisation  of  local  youth  conferences  on  national 
service,  visitations  to  other  democratic  youth  chibs,  etc,,  the 
organisation  of  mass  education  ami  propaganda  among  the  youth, 
and  the  organised  participation  in  those  forms  of  senice  such 
as  A.R.P,.  first-aid.  fire  sen  ice  and  evacuation  service,  which 
we  support. 

The  National  Youth  Campaign,  in  its  statement,  stresses  the 
need  to  prepare  now  for  the  General  Election  by  visiting  and 
informing  people  of  the  programme,  and  the  need  for  ooe  ca&di* 

mcH  constii 


date  in  each  constituency  in  opposition  lo  the  Chamberlain 
dtdutc  lo  achieve  a government  of  peace  and  democracy. 

On  February  23,  a few  days  after  ihe  Pilgrimage,  Chamber- 
lain  spoke  at  Blackburn  and  there,  in  effect,  gave  his  reply  10  the 
Pilgrimage  by  hit  “ No  drill,  no  dole  " speech,  an  open  attack  on 
the  unemployed  youth. 

The  struggle  i*  ihajpenmt  the  «wny  wiH  Wt  back  at  the 
democratic  alliance  of  youth,  tberrfbre  we  must  now  go  foa  mid 
full  speed  for  unity  of  democratic  youth  for  the  Meat  of  Cham- 
berlain, for  the  strengthen  inf  of 
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One  Year  After  the  Annexation 

of  Austria 

i YFab  k ^Url  ^n€*diiif;cr 

A CAK  ™ passed  since  the  German  army,  with  gun**  tanks* 

< acroF^ncL  invaded  Austria*  A year  since  Austrian 

dniJ^ik  ^Cstro>'cd  by  Hiller's  coup  dc  force.  A year 

Uir\  ' r Austria  were  bronchi  under  the  yoke  of 

Hufer  s foreign  rule* 

It  is  against  this  foreign  rule  that  the  broad 
Austrian  people  are  lighting* 
people  arc  already  taking  part 
\\Crc  widespread  among  certain  sections  of 
especially  m the  petty  bourgeoisie,  regarding  the 
°L.  the ^ Brown  fascists.  To  these  young  peop! 
thinkable  that  the  phrases  about  the 
and  " the  glorious  and  happy  future 
ha\c  been  employed  solely  for  demagogic 
poltey  of  i he  Sehusehnigg  C 


or  a peasant's  son  from  beautiful  Slyrb,  is  insults  bv 
li  Prussian  sergeant  major  " for  some  trifling  matter,  ajid  t 
ordered  to  stand  up  before  the  whole  company  and  say;  *| 
am  an  Austrian  swine  who  did  not  pay  attention” 
generates  just  as  deadly  a hatred  in  this  young  Austrian  as* 
Frenchman  or  Englishman  would  fed  if  forced  by  Germain  ta 
say:  “ I am  a French  swine — or  an  English  swine — * . * J 

It  is  only  a year  since  Hitler  seized  power  in  Austria,  but  ' 
the  effects  are  already  disastrous  on  the  position  and  faie  of 
Austrian  youth.  In  consequence  of  the  training  of  youth  to  com. 
mil  acts  of  violence  as  in  the  aniFJewish  and  ami-Catfuflu 
pogroms—more  and  more  young  people  Tall  into  bad  ways, 
the  result  is  an  enormous  increase  in  juvenile  crime.  A m^e 
glance  at  the  headlines  of  the  daily  press  demonstrates  the 
frightful  degeneration  of  youth.  In  one  week  alone  we  read' 

M Nineteen  year  old  youth  confesses  murder."  “Robbery'  wfti 
violence  by  youth  of  20."  "A  sixteen  year  old  murderer,' 

*'  Robbery  and  assault  in  broad  daylight"  (two  16  years  oldj 
and  one  F>  year  old).  “Young  gangsters  discovered”  (eigfcj 
boys,  some  of  them  schoolboys,  others  apprentices),  etc*  (From 
Vienna  Na/i  newspapers  in  the  first  week  in  February.) 

That  young  men  can  wield  dagger  and  revolver  better  to 
day  than  pencil  and  pen  is  all  part  and  parcel  of  the  education 
given  youth  by  the  Nazis,  That  this  is  not  a mere  assertion 
may  be  seen  from  a characteristic  notice  in  the  Grazer  Tage$- 
post  of  January  17, 

*■  [LY.  DAGGER  FOR  NEW  BORN  BOYS"* 

A son  was  born  to  a Storm  Trooper  in  Donauwonh.  and 
he  has  been  presented  with  a HA',  dagger.  This  present  is  now 
to  be  given  to  every  Storm  Trooper  on  the  occasion  of  the 
binh  of  a son. 

Since  in  Austria  the  Nazi  have  only  been  able  to  win  over 
a section  of  the  youth,  their  policy  with  regard  to  the  HMer 
Youth  and  its  development  in  Austria  has  been  fundamentally 
different  from  that  in  Germany,  The  youth  organisations  of 
the  Nazis  in  Austria  are  still  unable  to  absorb  ail  young  people 
as  laid  down  by  the  law,  for  the  reason  that  in  Austria  tbere 
is  a shortage  of  the  suitable  leaders  required  by  Hitler  to  sup* 
press  the  youth  and  to  prepare  them  for  war.  The  contradiction 
between  the  expectations  of  the  former  illegal  H.Y,  leaders  and 
young  Navi  activists,  and  even  mure  of  the  members,  and  the 
actual  results  olTered  them  bv  the  Nazi  regime  is  increasing 
The  German  youth  leaders  distrusted  the  Austrians  from  the 
very  beginning.  Sc  hops,  ex-leader  of  Austrian  Hitler  youth, 
only  enjoyed  his  position  for  three  days  after  the  "victory"  of 
his  party,  and  was  then  supplanted  by  a German  youth  com* 
niissar.  The  H.Y.  leaden;  of  Vienna  and  Upper  Austria,  t«x 
were  deposed  and  replaced  by  Germans.  The  woman  leader  ot 
ihe  League  of  German  Girls  (B. DAL)  for  all  Austria,  and  the 
lender  for  Vienna,  too,  had  to  resign.  Even  the  “Young  Folk 


masses  oi  me 
and  great  numbers  of  the  young 
in  this  light*  A >car  ago  illusions 

\uslrian  youth, 
socialism  ” 
!e  it  seemed  un- 
common it  y of  the  people,” 
in  the  Third  Reich,  should 
reasons.  Since  the 

overnmem  greatly  restricted  the 

propaganda  activities  of  the  Young  Socialists  and  Communists 
*ii>d  had  to  be  carried  on  illegally  for  the  most  part,  ihe  National 
Socialists  were  actually  able  to  win  over  sections  of  the  Austrian 
youth. 

The  chief  reason  for  this  was  the  hope  that  the  economic 
jxisition  of  the  youth  w'ould  really  he  improved.  Austrian 
youth  were  su Bering  severely  from  extensive  unemployment, 
which  had  hit  the  young  people  especially.  Hence  the  Nazi 
promises  to  provide  work  for  all  young  people  aroused  great 
hopes*  But  of  course  these  young  people  meant  decently  paid 
work,  and  working  conditions  such  as  were  customary  in  Austria. 

Matters  turned  out  differently.  Thousands  of  young  people 
between  the  ages  of  14  and  17  were  sent  to  Germany  to  work 
on  the  land,  and  have  been  forced  to  drudge  for  large  land- 
owners  and  East  Elbian  squires  under  slave  conditions.  In- 
numerable letters  from  these  young  Austrians  to  their  relations 
ha\c  been  so  despairing  that  their  families  have  been  frightfully 
distressed,  and  have  made  strenuous  efforts  to  get  their  boys 
back.  One  of  these  unhappy  youths  wrote:  "The  work  is 
dreadfully  hard.  We  have  to  get  up  at  5 o’clock.  Work  begins 
at  6 o'clock  and  lasts  till  nightfall.  The  only  leisure  time  is 
from  half  past  eight  lilt  ten  in  the  evening,  The  food  is  mostly 
potatoes  and  coffee*  Meat  is  a rarity.  The  treatment  is  very 
brutal*  Much  bad  language  is  used  in  driving  us  to  work,  and 
clouts  on  the  car  arc  common  enough,” 

Since  even,  the  Nazi  newspapers  have  had  to  admit,  in  the 
latest  reports  on  the  Land  Service,  that  the  youths  have  to  work 
60  hours  a wpcck,  some  idea  may  be  gained  of  the  degree  o! 
exploitation.  The  boys  in  their  despair  can  think  of  no  other 
way  out  than  to  run  away.  Within  two  months*  no  fewer  than 
22  out  of  66  Land  Service  inmates  of  a camp  in  Pomerania 
ran  away  and  returned  to  their  homes. 

The  Labour  Service  is  another  institution  as  haled  by 
Austrian  youth  as  the  Land  Service.  The  young  people  quite 
rightly  ask:  If  there  is  such  a shortage  of  skilled  labour*  why 
is  the  Labour  Sen-ice  not  done  away  with,  since  il  keeps  us 
away  from  our  trades  for  six  months?  The  resistance  offered 
by  the  young  Austrians  in  the  Labour  Service  camps  to  drill, 
and  to  every  worsening  of  living  and  working  conditions,  takes 
the  same  forms  as  the  resistance  of  the  German  youth.  But 
with  the  additional  factor  of  national  feeling.  Only  recently 
a Vienna  daily  paper  wrote  that  in  the  Austrian  Labour  Service 
the  principle  was  to  be  observed  of  giving  Austrians  positions 
of  command.  The  idea  of  this  is  lo  pacify  the  feeling  of  the 
Austrians  against  the  "Prussians,"  The  paper  adds  however, 
quite  incidentally,  that  there  arc  only  400  leaders  from  Germany 
in  the  Austrian  Labour  service.  When  it  is  remembered  lhat 


(Austria  has  more  than  double  the  population  of  the 
In  Austria  there  arc  about  one  million  youth  of .flit) 
age.  The  general  worsening  of  the  position  of  Ihe  P 
naturally  hits  youth  hard.  The  father  who  brings  i 
wages  because  so  much  is  deducted,  the  mother  wjy 
getting  dearer  from  day  to  day,  influence  their  capon 
ihe  alien  rule.  The  Genera!  feeling  in  Ausm*  ' 
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The  Youth  of  Scandinavia 
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I Hh  Scandinavian  countries,  Sweden.  Norway  a, 

with ^lie1 1 weTothJ mP°rtan*  Par‘  in  'rt'crnational  ira 
ilfi  the  two  Other  countries  of  the  North.  Finland 

c''  r' present  a great  economic  Power. 

,*  "1*  countries  occupy  third  place  in  the  wo 

^ ,mC|Chi,l1  S^Ppinp  lonnaEc.  an, 
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world  s supply  of  celluloid,  an  indispensable  i£r 
manufacture  of  explosives.  Northern  Sc, mdi-iaGa  : 

rh!tr  centre  of  exportation  of  fish  and  p, 
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The  strategic  position  of  the  Nordic  countries 
the  .mention  of  German  fascism  which  would  hi 
*'  -n?  ‘°  1,5  Jrtfluenec.  In  the  south,  Scandinavia 
neighbour,  rhe  Irontier  here — between  Denmark  i 
—was  defined  in  accordance  with  a plebiscite  whis 
shortly  after  the  first  imperialist  world  war  Tl 
showed  that  a large  majority  of  the  population  w 
ol  the  frontier  as  it  exists  at  present.  In  the  soul 
irontier  region,  the  German  population  is  no  more 
cent. 
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Greetings  from  the  Young  Communist 
International  to  Comrade  Dimitroff 


ON  tiif  occasion  of  the  twentieth  anni- 
versary OF  THE  COMMUNIST  INTERNATIONAL 


Dear  Comrade  DimilrofL 


On  the  occasion  of  this  day,  the  Twentieth  Anniversary  of 
the  Communist  International,  we  send  to  you,  the  Stalinist  guide, 
to  the  Communist  International  and  to  all  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, our  warm  and  revolutionary  greetings. 

The  establishment  of  the  Communist  International,  under 
the  leadership  of  the  victorious  Bolshevik  Parly  and  the  guidance 
Of  Lenin  and  Stalin,  was  an  event  of  world  historic  importance. 

Al  the  call  of  the  Communist  International,  the  young  revo- 
lutionary generation  of  the  proletariat  united  in  the  ranks  of  the 
Young  Communist  International. 

The  Young  Communist  International,  founded  by  Lenin,  is 
proud  of  being  a Section  of  the  Communist  International,  It  sees 
in  the  Communist  International  the  real  guide  and  friend  of  the 


%oung  workers. 

The  Trotskyists,  traitors  in  ihe  pay  of  fascism,  tried  by  every 
possible  means,  with  the  aid  of  the  most  suspicious  intrigues,  to 
create  a split  between  the  Communist  International  and  the 
Young  Communist  International.  But  the  criminal  plans  of  these 
vile  enemies  of  the  people  collapsed  when  faced  with  Ihe  loyalty 
and  devotion  of  the  Young  Communist  International  towards  the 
Communist  International  The  Young  Communist  International 
will  always  be  a loyal  and  militant  support  for  the  Communist 

International  Communist  International  towards 

the  cSmSmS  Inicrnational  ii  expressed  m ils  boundless  uffec- 
the  communist  i f r; end  and  educator  of  youih. 

Youn g Communist  Inlernatteml  is  expressed 
The  loyally  of  ihe  Young  t DimitrofT.  Your  proud 


found  a profound 


1P,l!?rn‘irk  has  granted  all  possible  national  rights  to  this 
small  German  minority.  Nevertheless,  the  German  fascists 
have  for  long  been  clamouring  ihat  « this  oppressed  brother 
people  awaits  its  liberation*  lor  some  time  past,  tbc  fascists 
have  been  carrying  on  increasing  activity  on  these  lines  in 
South  Jutland.  They  arc  conducting  a furious  propaganda 
campaign,  and  are  employing  terrorisi  measures  against  the 
non-fascist  inhabitants. 

The  agents  of  Hitler-fascism  are  veritably  swarming  in  the 
northern  countries,  A centre  of  espionage  was  recently 
discovered  there  which  was  managed  b>  a murderer  of  Karl 
Ucbknccht.  The  leaders  of  this  centre  were  in  Copenhagen, 
bm  ihe  network  possessed  numerous  branches  in  a number  of 
other  Scandinavian  towns. 

The  only  response  made  to  these  sinister  activities  of  the 
German  fascists  by  the  Social -Democratic  Governments  of 
Scandinavia  consists  of  a policy  of  concessions  and  surrender. 
In  spite  of  widespread  opposition  among  their  own  people,  the 
Governments  of  Denmark.  Norway  and  Sweden  have  yielded  lo 
German  pressure  and  decided  to  recognise  the  Franco  rebel 
authorities  as  the  Spanish  Government* 

Furthermore*  Sweden  and  Finland  have  decided,  in  the 
interests  of  German  fascism,  to  fortifv  the  Aland  Islands — 
in  the  Gulf  of  Bothnia*  and  hitherto  neutralised  by  agreement 
with  the  League  of  Nations— although  this  is  contrary  to  the 
desire  of  the  population  of  the  islands.  An  article  which 
recently  appeared  in  the  Nazi  Voclkisviier  Bcobachter.  demon- 
strates Germany's  deep  interest  in  this  matter.  We  quote  a 
revealing  phrase  from  this  article; 

"The  possessor  of  the  Aland  Islands  could  without 
difficulty  make  a panther's  spring  to  Leningrad,  Stockholm 
and  Helsingfors." 

Encouraged  by  the  capitulationist  policy  of  the  Scandina- 
vian Governments*  Hitlerism  is  becoming  more  exacting  every 
day.  Two  journalists  on  the  staff  of  the  Danish  Conservative 
daily*  P&titiken.  have  been  discharged  on  Berlin's  order,  because 
their  articles  displeased  Hitler.  TTic  Swedish  Foreign  Minister* 
a socialist,  circularised  all  Swedish  newspapers*  requesting  them 


■ CAt,on  ^riyihi n,g  which  might  “ offend  " the 
German  fascists* 

hv  opinion  in  Denmark  was  recently  greatly  incensed 

l*?c  Sr'al  somc  h^cisis  who  had  poisoned  the 
rjrett°r  ?n  an<l^asc^t  farmer  in  Southern  Jutland-  Under 
?pspi  Gcraiait  Government,  (he  court  acquitted  ihe 

^used*  Similar  instances  of  capitulation  by  the  Scandinavian 
Governments  could  be  cited  without  end. 


The  Social -Democratic  youth  federations  are  the  largest 
>8  people  s antifascist  organisations  in  Scandinavia.  These 
rations  are  closely  connected  with  the  Social -Democratic 
ics,  which  arc  at  present  in  power.  For  ibis  reason,  the 
ers  of  these  organisations  consider  it  iheir  duty  to  support 
governments,  even  in  their  foreign  policy  of  continuous 


.wi  tne  time  or  the  annexation  by  Hitler  of  Austria,  for 
example,  the  organ  ol  the  .Swedish  Social-Democratic  Youth 
League  sought  to  justify  the  attitude  of  the  bourgeois-democratic 
countries  by  saying  that  it  was  M the  sole  natural  solution.” 
bunuar  arguments  were  put  forward  in  order  to  justify  the 
betrayal  of  Czechoslovakia  to  the  aggressor.  With  regard  to 
the  Spanish  civil  war,  for  some  time  the  Scandinavian  Socialist 
Youth  Press  maintained  that  the  fall  of  the  Republic  was  but 
a mailer  of  some  few  weeks,  thus  tending  to  spread  pessimism 
among  ihe  young  anti-fascisis. 

However,  recent  events— the  Munich  betrayal  and  the 
terrible  German  pogroms— have  caused  a strengthening  of  anti- 
fascist feeling  in  Scandinavian  countries.  The  toiling  youth  has 
realised  that  Munich,  instead  of  having  saved  peace,  has 
betrayed  it.  The  young  generation  of  Scandinavia  is  tending 
more  and  more  to  refuse  its  support  to  a policy  of  capitulation 
which  would  sooner  or  later  lead  to  the  loss  of  national 
independence  and  Ihe  destruction  of  democracy. 

The  youth  desires  to  struggle  actively  against  fascism  and  to 
prevent  the  Scandinavian  countries  from  falling  beneath  the 
heel  of  Hhler-Germany.  To  a great  extent,  this  explains  the 
fact  that  the  fascist  youth  movements  in  Scandinavia  arc  at 
present  declining  rapidly.  For  example,  the  Swedish  '*  National 
Union”  which  two  years  ago  boasted  of  40.000  members,  now- 
has  only  15,000.  The  reactionary  Danish  youth  organisation. 
Conservative  Youths  at  its  last  congress  was  forced  to  admit 
the  fact  that  its  numbers  have  declined  to  6.0(X1 — an  estimate 
vthrch  is  particularly  optimistic.  The  Swedish  fascist  organisa- 
tion, she  “Swedish  National-Socialist  Workers'  Parly,”  hav 
considered  it  advisable  to  modify  its  aspect,  and  so  now  calls 
itself  the  “Swedish  Socialist  Union."  and  has  abandoned  the 
use  of  the  swastika  as  its  badge.  In  a secret  circular,  issued 
by  this  body  to  its  members — □ circular  of  which  ihe  Communist 
Party  obtained  a copy  and  subsequently  published— it  is 
explained  that  these  changes  are  dictated  by  the  necessity  of 
adaptation  to  new'  circumstances,  and  that  Ihey  in  no  way 
signify  any  diminution  of  the  fascist  faith  of  ihe  movement. 


The  Young  Commttntst  Leagues  are  the  most  determined 
defenders  of  Scandinavian  youth. 

The  Swedish  League  has  drafted  a programme  of  economic 
and  cultural  demands,  including  questions  of  the  right  to  work, 
education,  leisure,  and  so  on. 

The  Danish  Y.CX*  i*  engaged  at  present  in  drafting  a 
similar  programme. 

Recently,  great  emphasis  has  been  laid  upon  the  question 
of  suitable  and  cheap  living  accommodation  for  ihe  youth*  The 
housing  question  is  one  of  outstanding  importance  in  all 
Scandinavian  countries,  particularly  in  ihe  larger  cities*  For 
example,  in  Stockholm  rents  arc  higher  than  in  any  other  city 
in  Lurope:  ;t  young  worker  has  to  pay  ai  least  one-quarter 
of  his  wage  as  rent  for  very  restricted  accommodation. 

Another  extremely  urgent  question  for  the  Scandinavian 
youth  is  that  of  vocational  training.  All  the  Scandinavian 
Young  Communist  Leagues,  therefore,  have  seriously  taken  up 
this  problem. 

The  struggle  to  secure  fulfilment  of  the  economic  and 
cultural  demands  of  the  youth  must  occupy  a very  important 
place;  for  this  struggle  strengthens  the  faith  of  the  youth  tn 
democracy  and  frustrates  the  demagogic  endeavours  of  the 
reactionaries.  The  Scandinavian  Young  Communist  Leagues 
arc  exerting  every  effort  to  link  up  the  struggle  to  defewi 
national  independence  and  for  democracy  with  the  struggle  for 
the  economic  and  cultural  demands  of  the  youth. 

The  menace  of  Hitler-fascism,  the  sworn  enemy  of  the 
independence  of  small  nations  and  the  enemy  of  democracy  and 
youth,  is  looming  over  the  Nordic  countries.  A great  tast 
confronts  the  youth  of  these  lands:  to  develop  within  its  mutt 
the  resolute  will  to  defend  its  rights  and  us  frontiers.  In  orter 
to  do  this,  it  must  be  demonstrated  that  fascism  k invmowe. 
that  it  possesses  no  solid  base  and  that  its  solutions  have  f _ 
The  young  Scandinavians  know  that  they  have  at  their 
side,  in  this  struggle,  the  democratic  youth  of  all  lands. 
particularly  of  the  Soviet  Unions  ihe  strongest  coimuy  mtae 
world  and  the  greatest  defender  of  small  peoples  against 
The  support  of  the  Soviet  Union  gives  the  Sc^mvM  yowo 

the  assurance  of  victory  in  struggle,  md  \ ^Vj  jj*r£J5 
determination  to  accomplish  the  great  tasks  which  history 


Leagues  make  up  more  than  half  the  membership  oi  inc  iounS 
Socialist  International,  without  counting  Spain.  To  secure  a 
united  front  in  Scandinavia  would  be  to  bring  the  leading  bodies 
of  the  Young  Socialist  International  into  the  path  of  unity. 

In  the  past,  the  struggle  between  the  Communist  and  Socialist 
vouth  movements  of  Scandinavia  had  attained  an  intensely  acute 
degree.  It,  therefore,  became  an  urgently  necessary  task  to 
disoel  this  tension  and  create  in  its  place  an  atmosphere  ot 
co-operation.  In  this  domain,  some  very  sound  results  have 
already  been  obtained,  allhough  much  still  remains  to  be  done 

^^The^sHink  forged  between  the  Communist  and  Socialist 
youth  was  that  of  co-operation  in  and  to  Republican  Spain. 
This  movement  bad  a very  considerable  extension,  particularly 
in  Sweden,  and  brought  into  its  orbit  the  mass  of  the  anti- 


^Against  Coward! 

/'*  ,yan.  rich  in  c, 

£ RSX  S,‘to'0  > 

sccn  the  Popular  1 
Pay*  ihc  forty-hour 

- supported  by  ihc 
"II  these  advantage 
regained  its  hope  and 
prospects  again  loom 
1 own  defeat. 

. - iristtans  ; r«  ' 

brought  by  the  Popul 

'}*  religious  persecution 
re  far  front  feel 


nrrJ°  surrender  to  fascist  demar 
proceed— ts  not  lo  save  peace  but  to 
most  cruel  and  unhappy  future 

The  struggle  of  the  French  s, 
&lLy  *•  combined  forc£ 


^Hat  th*pericncc5  of  ihc« 
feeling  ahm^nC  i!”d  abroad.  h 
The  .^"ig  hc  ma'scs  of 
bringing  ,?  ?."£  ,£“»■>  has 

fa*d3°^*£  h Oafatlfcr 

\ul  : i deprive  it  of 

roncc  French  youth  ha 
. he  future,  it  now  secs  dart 

A?V  !hc  "«W""  &S 

ave  also  learned  much  from  \ 

SSrtS W AuMriu- ;ind  they 
pjinywilh  the  fascist  parlies. 

bv  tbi»  <7_s’“^en,!‘  wbo.  in  February.  1934 
. J , fascist  organisations,  and  who 
..gainst  Professor  J4«-adviSer  r ’ 
iind  against  sanctions  on  Mu«filini  .ir, 
agatnst  .he  claim,  of  the  Italian  dS?or  "" 

oe-.r/  Fcb™ary*  1934.  the  French 

c;t™Ps- . Hut  nowaday 


wheresoever  they 

r W Kmeration  \ 

fascism  is'car’i^™^ 

h&IFSST*  yrb  * * W c5"  TWnl"iUM,t 

The  fjKkm  of  Hiller 
to  a is  the  unity  of  the 
the  world.  There 

a dcm< 

Great  Brit  a 


rroni  jh  power, 
and  other 

reactionary  and 
cs  once  gained. 
J confidence 
It  feels 

not  only  have  they 
Front.  hut  they 
going  on 
1 «g  any  sym- 

were  mainly  influenced 
IO  the  AK  WCtlt  °n  Sln*tc 

10  *■  9 Abyifiiman  government 

demonstrating 

youth  was  divided  into  two 
showing  how  ihe  vomh  mor/;  and  more  signs  arc 

how  atifi?  &ss?*  “ ,hc  po,”"“  ,:™n'  »« 

. . pn'"i°?Crf0rd-  ihe  French  youth  has  enjoyed  the  experience  of 
■ > Popular  From  Government  supported  by  the  wonKTh™ 

^cen  able  to  compare  it,  not  only  with  the  reactionary  tovern 
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JJJ;  P^wdicr.  At  the  same  time  it  has  witnessed  fascism  in 
fowtr  m Germany  causing  misery  and  wars  of  aggression  and 
destroying  all  political  and  religious  liberty. 

It  is  true  that,  for  a while,  Munich  alfccicd  to  some  extent 
certain  elements  of  the  youth  of  France,  even  within  the  ranks 
of  The  working-class  youth.  For  a moment  it  appeared  as  if  the 
f rench  youth  was  again  to  be  divided  and  to  resort  to  imernccinc 
struggle  ; but  with  each  day  the  treachery  of  Munich  becomes 
more  obvious, 

Ready*  as  it  was  in  1934,  to  fight  fascism  at  home,  the  youth 
of  France  cannot  resign  itself  to  be  crushed  by  fascism  abroad  ; 
and  it  is  able  lo  judge  Ihc  extent  of  ihc  blow  dealt  to  "ranee  both 
by  ihc  Non-Intervention  " policy  and  by  the  Munich  betrayal. 

The  French  youth  opposes  the  Munich  **  settlement  ” because 
it  realises,  more  vividly  each  day,  that  Munich  has  not  saved 
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slaver;  . and  for  France  and  for  peace.  Who  is  for  Hide- 

: *®r  M:jnxh-  for  humiliation,  for  slax«rv ; against 

France  and  against  peace."  3 b 

This  truth  applies  not  only  to  France  but  to  the  entire 
>oungcr  generation  of  Europe.  Who  is  against  Hitler  ’ Tne 
sections  of  the  Socialist  and  Commumst 8 International's  have 
alrcadv  replied.  The  democratic  youth  organisations  in  all 
countries  have  rephed.  The  young  Christians,  persecuted  bv 
fascism,  have  replied.  The  French  youth,  on  the  eve  of  the  1 JOth 
anniversary  of  the  great  French  Revolution,  could  have  no  more 
splendid  task  than  to  take  the  leadership  in  the  struggle  against 
the  war-mongers  who  have  sworn  to  crave  the  glories  of  1789 
Irom  ihc  page*  of  history. 

Young  t ommunists,  young  Socialists,  *hall  \se  then  resign 
ourselves  ut  the  very  moment  when,  before  atl  history,  the  noblest 
pan  is  assigned  to  us  : that  of  closing  the  road  in  our  counts 
and  in  ihc  world  to  the  advance  of  the  forces  of  reaction  and 
war  ? The  progressive  youth  of  the  world  to-day  places  in  our 
hands  the  anti-fascist  Hag  of  Mrugglc  against  war  and  servitude. 
Young  Communists  and  Socialists,  lei  us  proudly  accept  it.  It 
is  not  the  Hag  of  chauvinism — of  lhai  we  may  be  sure.  It  is  the 
flag  of  liberty  as  against  slavery,  of  peace  as  against  the  war- 
mongers, of  progress  as  against  reaction.  It  is  the  flag  of  a young 
generation  on  the  march  towards  a new  world. 


peace.  It  opposes  Munich  because  it  sees  to-day  lhal  Munich  has 
also  implied  the  decree-laws  of  France  and  their  tragic  conse- 
quences, It  opposes  Munich  because  it  can  see  that  Munich 
signifies  a policy  of  fascism  both  in  home  and  foreign  affairs, 
against  the  people,  against  J ’ranee  and  against  peace. 

Nevertheless,  there  arc  some  who— while  they  arc  unable 
publicly  to  extol  the  Munich  policy  -pretend  that  they  " substi- 
tute Ihc  struggle  for  peace  for  the  struggle  against  fascism."  They 
claim  that  to  capitulate  to  the  demands  of  fascism  is  “ to  make 
sacrifice  for  pc^e,"  They  appear  not  to  realise  that  to  capitulate 
means  to  deliver  us  over  to  Hitler  bound  hand  and  foot,  it  is  to 
hand  him  the  big  slick  wiih  which  to  belabour  us.  This  capitu- 
lation would  mean  to  abandon  the  very  conceplron  of  the  Popular 
Front,  and  thus  of  all  the  improvement  made  in  our  living  and 
working  condilions  ; it  would  mean  ihc  abandonment  of  all  th 
liberties  gained  by  our  fathers  throughout  years  of  struggle  , it 
wS  mean  the  'acceptance  of  a servitude  which  would  lead 

ineVTho«whoradvocatc  surrender  fail  to  see  that  con^iom 

Un,°Thc  realisation  of  the  P1.0"  o^/'^Mtroyher,  wu^'then 
isolate  and  encircle  FranM.morder  t ^ t0  aggression 

permit  the  Rome-Berlm-Tokyo  rg^g^  who 

gainst  the  Soviet  rtSiKt  iffKnett  of  Storm 

would  be  ror^  by  ihe  ™“\hlnacc|futnhscac01)n^  of  victorious 
Troopers  m iheir  rear.  10  *4llrt'-Pk 
Socialism, 


The  Ligrht  of  Hope 

By  Raymond  G u y o i 

(Article  published  in  ihc  Kotnsomohkaya  Pravda  of  March  4, 
1V39,  on  the  occasion  of  ihc  20ih  Anniversary'  of  the  Communisi 

International.) 

\VTHEN  the  stormy  ocean  heaves  its  mighty  billows,  the  beam 
TT  of  a distant  lighthouse  appears  to  the  eyes  of  the  sailors 
brighter  than  ever,  bringing  new  hope  to  their  beans. 

Thus  appears  our  glorious  Communist  international  at  the 
beginning  of  1939,  its  20th  anniversary,  in  the  eyes  of  the  work- 
ing people  of  all  the  countries  in  the  \*or1d  suffering  under 
capitalist  oppression  and  exploitation.  The  **old  world"  of 
exploitation  of  man  by  man  in  its  supreme  effort  lo  save  itself 
front  collapse,  bankruptcy  and  death,  brings  down  upon  the 

people  reaction,  war  and  fascism. 

In  capitalist  countries,  the  new  generations  entering  upon 
iheir  conscious  life  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  are  involved  in  that 
infernal  whirlwind  where  all  Cbeir  adolescent  dreams  of  a life 
with  a purpose,  a life  of  freedom  and  happiness,  are  violently 

CfUSi yJiith  is  an  impulse  for  life.  The  ownradiction  between 
the  young  generation  of  workers  and  fascum 
fexis  itself  in  a brutal  form.  The  youth  wfll  not  •ec*?V 
anacr  and  revolt  the  blood-stained  rule  of  fasosm  which  breaks 
?hf  taS  destroys  the  spirit  and  leads  mevmbly  to  war  for 

lhe  defence  of  trusts  and  ^ j induxirv 

The  youth  will  not  .How  it^f  to  U paged  oulj^. « 9 

without  rebellion,  or  be  merctRssjy  expwnw  t" 


tali')  * The  Tasks  »i  t he  Kotmomotj  written  in  r«iT  , 
ucstiom  pm  hy  the  editors  of  the  KomsomoUkoja  pras 
(Htncclion  with  the  seventh  anniversary  on  October  » 
f ihe  fjcninist  Komsomol,  have  definitely  fixed  the  ta 
nc  of  the  programme  and  the  guiding  lines  tor  the  ic 
I the  Young  Communist  Leagues  all  over  the  world. 

At  present,  the  Young  Communist 
dvancc  guard  “The  Komsomol 
ommunist  international  a __ 

;is  become  a world -widc^  organisation  of  the  youth, 
v the  example  of  the  Komsomol,  the  Communist  youik 
pain  and  Chhm  are  fighting  heroically  against  the 
nd  fascist  invaders  at  the  head  of  the  whole  youth  of  f 
cs  pec  live  countries.  In  France  and  England  the  young  G 
lun^ts  are  the  spearhead  of  the  struggle  of  the  youth  ft* 
liasinc  from  power  of  Daladicr  and  Chamberlain*  those  ena 


* VP* c n * iccsh  ip.  Nc  j ihcr 
prospects,  The  uncitip 
theme  in  the  literature  of 
and  exploited  youth  that 
Juture  life  worth  tfvii* 
independence  where  the  1 
and  heroism  will  be 
gressive  humanity, 
step  of  their  studies,  cdueat 
pal  ion  in  the  common  strucel 
exploiters.  ** 

That  is  how  Lenin,  the 
International 


Ai it  s Indents  accept  a liiiurc  without 
oymem  of  intellectuals  is  1 current 
939,  It  is  k>  this  tormented  oppressed 
ihe  Communist  International  oilers  .i 
ng  anti  traces  a road  of  liberal  ion  and 
.j  youthful  virtues  of  ardour,  enthusiasm 
put  to  the  service  of  the  just  cause  ol  pro- 
We  appeal  to  the  youth  to  combine  every 
'^,„iion  and  instruction  with  the  par  net* 
c of  all  workers  against  the 

great  founder  of  the  Common isi 
r k \j  understood  the  duties  of  voulh,  1 he  struggle 
tor  me  ideal  of  Communism  and  freedom  is  ihe  most  important 
contribution  of  the  Communist  International  on  iis  20lh  anni- 
versary to  the  young  generation  of  workers  of  the  whole  world. 
In  October*  1917*  Lenin  and  Stalin*  and  the  glorious  Bol- 
shevik party  :u  the  head  ol  the  workers  and  peasants  and  all  the 

ihe  immense  Russian  Empire,  showed  to  ihe 
world*  10  the  workers  and  common  people  of  all  1 lie  countries, 
that  it  was  possible  to  defeat  and  smash  feudalism  and  capita  I- 
i^m.  On  the  ruins  01  the  "old  world ""  the  construction  ol 
Socialism  has  become  a reality  on  one  sixth  of  ihe  earth's  sur- 
face.  In  f920  Lenin  defined  ihe  task  of  the  young  generation 
of  the  Soviet  Union  as  follow's: 

The  generation  of  people  at  present  50  years  old, 
cannot  expect  to  see  the  dawn  of  ihe  Communist  society. 
They  will  not  live  so  tong.  But  the  generation  of  people 
at  present  who  are  fifteen  years  old  will  witness  the  Com- 
munist society  and  construct  it  themselves,  and  this  genera- 
tion should  realise  that  the  whole  aim  of  its  life  is  the  build- 
ing up  of  this  society/' 

To-day*  eighteen  years  after  I enin  had  spoken  these  words, 
the  Soviet  country,  under  the  guidance  of  our  dear  Comrade 
Statin,  has  entered  upon  the  phase  of  the  construction  of  the 
Communist  society.  A striking  proof  of  it  is  found  in  the  pro- 
posed modification  of  the  sia lutes  of  the  Communist  Party  of 
the  U.S.S.R,  at  iis  JSlh  Congress*  where  it  was  said: 

"The  victory  of  Socialism  in  iho  U,S.S,R.  has  assured 
the  predominance  of  the  Socialist  economic  system,  , . _ 
During  the  years  of  socialist  construction*  all  the  exploiting 
elements  such  as  capitalists,  merchants,  kulaks  and  specu- 
lators have  been  eliminated," 

What  a lesson  and  a blow  in  the  face  for  all  those  cowards 
and  traitors  who  try  to  smuggle  into  the  movement  of  the  work- 
ing-class youth  ideas  of  capitulation  before  fascism,  for  all  those 
who*  after  having  approved  the  shameful  dictates  of  Munich, 
now  continue  to  repeat:  *' Servitude  rather  than  death/'  for  all 
those  who  having  betrayed  the  cause  of  Republican  Spain  and 
peace,  make  us  believe  that  " nothing  can  be  done." 

Stalin  shows  to  the  whole  world  (hat  victory  is  possible  but 
to  achieve  it  we  must  fight  under  the  banner  of  Marxism- Lenin- 
ism* The  Soviet  Union*  the  land  of  freedom,  well-being  and  peace* 
is  a living  proof  of  the  possibility,  nay.  the  certainty  of  the 
workers’  victory.  This  is  the  second  conlrihuiion  of  the  Com- 
munist International  on  its  20lh  anniversary  to  the  young  genera- 
tion of  the  whole  world. 

In  fighting  under  the  banner  of  Marxism-Leninism*  ihe 
youth  will  learn  that  the  spirit  of  self-sacrifice  and  heroism  is 
not  enough  for  victory.  It  is  also  essential  to  have  u guide  to 
unify*  educate  and  lead  the  workers  in  the  battle.  This  guide 
is  the  Communist  Party, 

Lenin  and  Stalin  have  taken  particular  care  in  determining 
the  tasks  of  the  party  for  the  winning  of  the  working  youth  and 
its  preparation  for  the  duties  of  communists.  Even  before  and 
during  the  imperialist  war*  Lenin  made  a special  study  of  the 
decisive  questions  for  the  penetration  of  Marxist  ideas  into  the 
ranks  of  the  younger  generation.  Amongst  the  numerous  writ- 
ings of  Lent n,  his  article  “ Enlistment  in  (he  Army  of  185 
Students”  and  his  memorandum  ‘"The  Youth  International/1 
determined  the  altitude  of  youth  towards  Communism  at  the 
end  of  the  war  of  1914-1918  and  led  to  the  foundation  of  the 
Young  Communist  International, 

Lenin’s  speech  The  Tasks  of  the  Youth  Federations 
delivered  on  October  2,  1920*  at  the  Third  All-Russian  Congress 
Of  ihe  Komsomols  (Young  Communist  League  of  Russia)  and 
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on  February  26  at  6 o’clock  in  the 
woman  whose  n:imc  will 


go 


™>niing,  pavbcd 
down  in  history 
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i :'.il  whose  memory  will  be  respected  by  aHThc^onte‘V'lVt0P' 
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country  congratulated  this 
W"I  ’■''"■‘’  V ■*""  r ,-cnl"  on  her  seventieth  birthdav 

M,s.  ,llnf"  LJlrl".1  ir«m  «*  one  who.  during  half  a centum 

,,  h,r  . ono.K  c nf  Mo  the  last  breath  of  her  «“S 
dedicated  hersell  to  the  victory  of  Communism. 

people 


Ihc  Soviet  people  have  lost  their  spiritual  Mother  From 
'M  ftM*  Of  world  merges  of  condolence  are  being  received- 
:vioro  hut  moTt.il  remains  lying  at  rest  in  the  Hall  of  Column^ 
v'  the  Imitate  ol  1 rude  Unions,  500*000  people  with  the 
c^vgmued  he:  tie*  i>!  the  Soviet  Union  and  re  presen  la  lives  of  the 
worker > of  all  lands  amongst  them,  came  to  pay  their  tribute 
Hngintr  3 hoir  taM  and  heartfelt  homage  to  the  great  Bolshevik 


tt  n 

.1  round 


e+i.iiN  .1  nitl  wnh  touching  inscriptions  were  piling 

.nti  ike  colli n,  Krupskaya  is  gone,  but  her  memory  will 
|:ve  for  C'Or  i n the  great  Bolshevik  Party  which  guides  millions 
million^  ot  men  It  will  live  in  the  gratitude  of  these  men. 
On  March  l at  12  o'clock  at  night  relatives  and  friends  of 
Krupskaya  convened  her  remains  to  the  crematorium.  After 
:he  cremation  the  urn  containing  her  ashes  was  taken  back  to 
:he  H.ill  of  Columns,  where*  from  early  morning  a tide  of 
humanity  wa\  pressing  again  at  the  doors.  At  430  p.m.  the 
< .r. _-T.il  jvocosion  was  formed  and  the  urn  taken  to  the  Red 
square  Milch  w,is,  together  with  the  adjacent  streets,  black  with 
r cro-Aik.  The  procession  was  headed  by  a sea  of  wreaths 
^r.J  the  decorations  of  the  deceased  borne  on  a red  cushion*  On 
:re  main  stand  by  the  side  of  the  mausoleum  were  the  members 
M the  Soviet  Government  and  the  Central  Committee  of  the 
Communist  Parly  of  the  Soviet  Union.  Then  Comrade  Shvernik, 
Leonova,  Sfc-Iwrhaknv  recalled  the  life  of  this  valiant  woman. 

Krupskaya  started  her  life  of  a militant  quite  young  and 
dedicated  her  tel  I to  it  continuously.  In  1896  she  was  arrested 
ior  active  participation  in  the  organisation  of  a strike.  After 
imprisonment  and  fisc  years’  deportation,  she  went  abroad  where 
ce  carried  out  a most  intricate  task  of  establishing  contact 
between  Lenin  and  the  illegal  workers  in  Russia  and  supplying 
literature  lo  the  organisations  in  Russia* 

In  I9u5  s lie  relumed  to  Russia  with  Lenin  al  the  outbreak 
ef  the  revolution.  She  worked  hard  and  during  the  years  ot 
'ipiv^won  that  followed  the  failure  of  this  first  revolution,  sne 
established  the  contact  with  Russia:  she  fought  vigorously  against 
the  tendencies  hostile  to  the  party.  , . 

As  soon  as  ihc  revolutionary  movement  wa$^ 

Parade,  Lenin  ai 
■m?  :o  the  Russjj 


md  Krupskaya  took  up  domicile  in  Cracow 
■>vian  frontier  wherefrom  she  supplied .artices  to 
Bolshevik  newspaper  Pravda,  edited  by  Stalm  3"d  . • 

~<1  established  contact  wiih  the  Bolshevik  deputies  of  the  Duma. 

On  her  return  to  Russia  after  the  overthrow  of  iransm. 
Vrupskava  w.,-.  day  and  night  with  the  people  explaining  ^ 
"cm  the  revolutionary  slogans  of  Lenin;  when  the  L .{-.-ary 
x-’  m InJinp  escaping  the  persecution  of  the  countcr-r  _ 
Visional  Government;  she  established  the  «ntart  bcW«n 

h,m  and  the  Central  Committee  of  the  Party-  ..She  &*•*£*££ 
'Jrt  l11  ?he  October  revolution  and  in  the  budding  uwmber 
‘orkmg  without  rest  in  spite  of  her  long  lll"et  • f lhc  soviet 
‘ •he  Central  Committee  of  the  Communist  Party  ^ 

and  the  Supreme  Soviet  of  the  U-S-S.R-  she  put 
'■-Lvn  ot  a Bolshevik  above  everything  else-  . this  ufC  ©f 
v *hat  a wonderful  example  to  the  youth.  Uus  uk 

Krupskaya! 


ST 


^ the  Stttr  C#n8re“ 

sscst 

assured  as  far  as  work  and  educat  on  *** 

any  educational  ccmrt  it  c&nccryed,  n enter 

it  is  interested.  The  Sc2eiaH^i"d  uTV  ?n>lh,n8  “ whv* 

its  turn  assists  ihc  Socialist  <!og5v  V a yOU’kh  wh,ch  in 

m the  Soviet  Union  feels  every  moLfn  h S ,°!f  u'omar' 
is  a valuable  coH:.W  mcnl.°Lh,s.e’.r  her  life  that  hs 


‘hie  collaborator  and  diiwn  uf  a Wrf*  «ate 

society  ” T h cy^trt Up  wilh  the  Social.w 
iu  tead«  ,»,!?  nif  L children  of  the  workers’  resolution  and 
hv  Bolshevik  Party.  Soviet  youth  has  been  educated 

s J p:'n/’  b>’  ,bc,r  leaders,  Lenin  and  Stalin.  The 

,i“U|  LnC;Ct  0r£C''  ll’  11  U ,h'  most  conscious  youth 
in  the  world  and  It  is  most  grateful  to  lhc  Bolshevik  Party  which 

struggle i for  the  happy  and  beautiful  life,  it  is. 
of  gratitude  for  the  uctl-bcing  acquired  for  the  youne 
generation  of  the  country  of  Socialism* 

t l\  H*?1  surprising  ihnt  (his  glorious  >ou;h  has  welcomed 
sith  enthusiasm  the  resolution  of  the  Central  Committee  of  the 
Communist  Party  of  the  Soviet  Union  I Bolshevik)  for  the  caliine. 
of  the  I-jghteenth  Congress  of  the  party. 

the  impetuous  soaring  oi  productive  and 

CREATIVE  FORCES  THROUGHOUT  THE  LAND 
Hie  news  of  this  great  even;  spread  rapidly  throughout  the 
count ry.^  The  hearts  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  (he  workers 
m the  U.S.S^R,  were  filled  with  abounding  joy.  An  impetuous 
soaring  of  produciive  and  crcasive  forces  spread  throughout  the 
land. 

The  young  Communists  and  the  youth  of  Moscow,  the 
Soviet  capital,  and  the  great  industrial  centre  of  Ijcmngrad  were 
(he  lirst  to  star;  Socialist  competition  for  the  best  preparation- 
for  ihc  Congress* 

The  delegates  to  the  Fifth  Conference  of  the  Leningrad 
Young  Communist  l eague  isNued  a call  to  all  the  young  painot* 
of  the  country  challenging  them  to  develop  on  an  even  greater 
scale  the  mass  Stakhanovitc  movement,  to  organise  special 
**  Eighteenth  Congress  " Youth  Brigades,  to  study  even  better  the 
Marxist- Leninist  theory,  to  advance  with  greater  boldness  the 
Soviet  science,  culture  and  art,  to  prepare  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  presents  to  the  Motherland. 

The  youth  of  the  couni ry  responded  whole-heartedly  to  this 
appeal.  The  youth  brigade  of  the  steel  foundry  Degtiaro* 
{D,zcrjinsky  Works*  Ukraine!  undertook  to  produce  in  honour 
of  the  Congress,  1,120  ions  of  high  quality  steel  in  excess  of  the 
plan.  The  brigade  of  the  young  foreman,  Danilov,  of  ihc  loco- 
motive and  waggon  repair  shop  of  Kiev,  decided  to  become, 
completely  Stakhanovist  by  the  day  of  the  Congress.  In  the 
machine  and  tractor  siation  of  Mclctovo  of  the  Saratov  region, 
the  “ Eighteenth  Congress  youth  brigade  undertook  to  repair 
almost  double  (he  number  of  tractors  scheduled  in  the  plan.  In 
the  enterprises,  in  the  collective  farms,  on  the  railways,  there  are 

hundreds  of  thousands  of  such  brigades, 

Soviet  vouth  knows  that  every-  ton  of  steel  or  coal, 
bushel  of  wheat,  every'  cu&c  metre  of  wood  in  excess  or  the 
plan,  every'  increase  in  (he  productivity  of  labour  provides  the 
Socialist  MolherlanJ  wiih  new  means  o.  defence 
more  invulnerable  lo  ihe  designs  and 

-,rrbrr-^rs  Soviet  youth  works  for  itself.  It  forges  1“  own 
haoniness  in  the  complete  sense  of  this  term.  Work  does  not 
ilr^eavv  on  its  shoulders,  ll  is  a miner  of  honour  and  s-alour. 
llecau se^ii°ga Ihers  ihe  fruits  of  iLs  own  labour,  became  the  peo- 
S of  ill  work  cannot  be  grabbed  by  a handful  of  parasitic 

CapilTbeScompclition  between  the  schools  of  mechanisation  of 
The  compcmioii  For  lhc  >ward  of  prizes  to- 

agriculture  ^ rcntral  Committee  of  the  Young  Com-- 

,h<  f!SrffS«SS U?l£32  Commissariat  of  the  U^S.R 

mumsl  League  and  \ al)ocal^,  nine[cen  awards  ranging  from 

for  agriculture  . roubles  each  for  schoots  and  forty-si  s 

three  to  twenty  nnc  m iKeTotal  of  2aOOO  roubles. 

indi vid ual  pnza  and  al'  i^uth  of  the  Woritew'  and 

ggiffSSSB;  fos  'bs  Tbs  t»«o«sd  pas* 
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oftSSA  «hc'd#tio7;^Congf^.  lim'd* 
T?'®!  ”■  anU-nirerafl  gunnery,  navigati 

mr«rf°.Tman!,'rs  of  ,h«  battleship  Murar  have 

and  excellent  ffcnnl”e  ™'UtaTY  technique*  passing  icsk  ns 

,?  S^rd  miJjtnrv  lo  IIlcreaic  revolutionary  vigilance  ami 

JJ?  /Wtilor^  commlrt?b  zealously,  They  have  challenged  all 
Workers'  and  P and  1hc  political  workers  of  ihe 

Peasants  Navy  to  follow  their  example. 

BOLSRPUi^T  r»C0U RSE  OF  THE  HISTORY  Ol  THE 
K pARTY  IS  THE  FAVOURITE  HOOK  Ol* 
_ . THE  YOUTH 

1MCher''n^iTM<^!i71  j*1®  sces  in  the  RoNheviL  party  its  leader  and 

short  course  it/t*,reS  10  *carn  ,hc  history  of  this  party.  The 
Union  Communist  Party  of  the  Soviet 

bccom}  tK*h5Vlk)  Polished  only  a few  months  ago,  bus  already 
biiilrW*  if  ^voonic  companion  of  all  the  foremost  young 
vouhp  Socialism,  Thousands  of  unmg  Soviet  workers, 
t c**jLr  omn\unisl  League  militants  and  inielfecmak  have  started 

or  ,hc  revolutionary  theory. 

perfectly  well,  writes  the  Komsomolskayti 
irn^’ki  mihou'  knowledge  of  revolutionary  theory  it  is 
^*SlJy,c  to  ^c:|d  successfully  the  work  entrusted  to  everyone  of 
Pj  *"c  parly  and  by  the  Soviet  Government.  It  is  impossible 
o read  successfully  the  men  engaged  in  production*  to  educate 
and  instruct  the  youth*  without  the  knowledge  of  the  laws  of 
social  evolution, 

it  * History  of  the  Communist  Party  of  the  Soviet 
Union  (Bolshevik)  is  the  favourite  book  of  the  Soviet  youth.  The 
book  relates  to  the  youth  how-  the  Bolshevik  parts  led  the 
struggle  for  Socialism,  for  the  cause  of  youth.  Armed  by  this 
precious  book  the  young  generation  welcomes  the  Eighteenth 
Congress  of  the  Bolshevik  parly  with  the  lull  knowledge  that 
this  Congress  is  a further  step  on  the  road  towards  complete 
Communism, 


Young  Intelligentsia  of  the  Country  of 
Highest  Culture 

old  proverb  says—"  Knowledge  rs  power/*  Conscious  of 
^ this  truth,  mar  strives  continually  after  knowledge.  In  the 
class  struggle  knowledge  is  u sharp  weapon*  and  precisely  for 
this  reason  the  ruling  classes  have  cut  oil  the  broad  masses  of 
the  population  from  the  sources  of  knowledge.  And  when  men 
have  risen  from  the  masses  in  spite  of  this  and  have  teamed  to 
master  this  sharp  weapon*  they  have  been  forced  to  remain 
silent.  Not  only  hooks  and  works  of  art  have  been  consigned 
10  the  flames*  great  men*  too*  have  been  burned  at  the  slake. 

Men  and  women  are  no  longer  burned  at  the  stake.  Blood- 
thirsty  fascism  loves  the  axe*  for  this  is  bloodier,  and  lx  iter  Ins 
the  fascist  psychology  of  *'  blood  and  iron/1  " We  do  not  need 
any  learned  men— we  need  soldiers''  shrieks  Hitler's  deputy 
Rudolf  Hess,  foaming  with  rage.  Hess  is  certainly  not  a 
learned  man,  and  perhaps  not  a soldier  either* 

The  pogrom  makers  are  not  satisfied  with  having  reduced 
ihc  number  of  college  students  in  Germany  from  137*000  to 
*1,000  during  their  despotic  reign,  A fresh  campaign  has  again 
-SCI  in  against  the  intelligentsia,  for  fascism  is  afraid  of  people 
with  knowledge. 

The  pogrom  actions  against  the  intelligentsia  in  all  fascist 
-countries  have  caused  a section  of  this  intelligentsia  to  fall  into 
despair.  The  invasion  of  Austria  by  Hitler**  troops  was  accom- 
panied by  a wave  of  suicides  among  the  Austrian  intelligentsia. 
It  is  not  only  the  intelligentsia  of  the  “ conquered  **  countries 
who  find  no  other  means  of  escape  than  suicide.  Many  repre- 
sentatives of  the  intelligentsia  in  Germany,  too.  have  chosen 
the  same  paih, 

1 1 need  not  be  said  that  the  best  representatives  of  the  in- 
tclhgcmsia  have  not  chosen  the  desperate  solution  of  suicide* 
Bu*  me y could  not  place  themselves  at  the  service  of  fascism, 
.and  therefore  they  have  chosen  exile*  or  have  stayed  in  their 
ncoutiiry  to  against  ihe  rule  of  the  barbarians  of  to-day*  the 
executioners  of  the  German  people* 


THE  NEW  INTELLIGENTSIA 
In  i he  midst  of  this  brutal  Hat  ion,  it  ii  a pleasure  to  can  a 
glance  to  the  East  of  Europe,  to  the  Soviet  UniooT  and  see 
the  new  intelligentsia  of  this  magnificent  country.  These  are 
new  men  and  women,  rising  out  of  a people  who  are  not  besa 
beneath  the  yoke  of  fascism.  These  arc  the  creators  of  a new 
civilisation. 

A YOUNG  DOCTOR  Ol  PHYSICAL  AND 
MATHEMATICAL  SCIENCE 
Before  me  (here  stands  a young  Soviet  scientist,  21  years 
of  age*  doctor  of  physical  and  mathematical  sciences.  A fairly 
tall  man*  lean,  energetic,  Obviously  he  docs  not  care  to  talk 
much*  but  the  word*  he  speaks  are  resolute,  full  of  conviction 
and  certainty*  He  is  the  son  of  a peasant.  Until  1929  he 
worked  as  a wood  turner.  He  had  had  a secondary  school 
education  and  w,i\  able  to  enter  (he  physics  and  mathematic* 
faculty  of  the  university  of  the  city  of  Kasan*  11  Bui  1 longed 
for  practical  activity  ' *— he  tell*  me—**  and  I left  this  study  fairly 
soon  and  tried  to  enter  the  aviation  school.” 

This  dream  was*  however*  shattered  by  the  medical  com- 
mission. 

He  then  continued  his  studies  at  the  university,  but  this 
lime  in  Moscow.  For  the  second  time  he  abandoned  university 
study,  ibis  time  to  take  part  in  (he  building  of  the  famous 
“Turksib"  (Turkestan -Siberian  Railway).  In  1932  he  returned 
to  the  university  and  continued  his  studies.  In  October,  1938, 
he  wrote  his  dissertation  and  took  his  degree  as  professor  of 
Moscow*  University, 

He  speaks  enthusiastically  of  the  Soviet  State,  which  has 
given  him  the  opportunity  of  becoming  a scientist* 

“ l am  of  the  opinion  that  this  is  the  explanation  why 
people  develop  so  quickly  in  our  country,  I remember  the 
students  who  studied  at  the  same  time  as  myself,  and  graduated 
with  me  in  l 934.  Now  they  have  leading  positions  as  engineers*1" 
And  not  these  alone  ! Figures  show*  that  the  number  of 
engineers  and  technicians,  totalling  only  f»2*G00  in  the  whole  of 
Soviet  industries  in  1925,  had  increased  to  57N.OOO  by  1937, 
And  all  these  men  and  women  arc  from  the  people. 


PROFESSOR  AT  TWENTY  YEARS  OF  AGE 
The  whole  world  knows  the  famous  Soviet  violinist  Fiehten- 
hol/.  a boy  IS  years  of  age,  who  with  other  Soviet  musicians 
carried  off  the  prize  at  the  international  violinists*  contest  in 
Brussels  in  1937,  The  Soviet  musicians  won  five  of  the  six 
first  places. 

What  is  the  secret  of  these  successes? 

Many  people  in  the  West  cannot  understand  iu  But  the 
matter  seems  simple  enough  to  Soviet  youth*  to  the  victor  Misha 
Pichterthol/*  When  explaining,  he  instanced  the  failure  of  the 
violinist  from  fascist  Italy: 

"An  Italian  \ iolinist  told  us  that  he  had  had  to  sell  his  over- 
coat in  order  to  pay  his  fare  to  Brussels*  He  had  to  pUy  in 
cabarets  in  the  evenings  in  Brussels  in  order  to  live*  Forced 
to  study  and  to  prepare  for  (he  competition  under  such  dis- 
advantages. he  could  not  possibly  achieve  good  results,  and  be 
won  no  prize.1' 

We  Soviet  violinists  "—he  continued-work  under  very 
different  conditions.  I*  for  instance,  was  accorded  a grant 
whilst  I was  Mill  a child*  enabling  me  to  live  comfortably*  _■ 
was  given  500  roubles  a month*  Eighteen  months  ago  the 
Government  granted  me  a beautiful  four  roomed  flat  in  Moscow. 
I have  a wonderful  violin,  one  which  might  be  the ; dream  ol 
the  world's  most  famous  violinists*  ll  is  a SlradMfius,  and  ns 
value  estimated  at  40,000  gold  roubles.  This  violin  is  the 
property  of  the  State,  and  1 have  been  given  the  use  of  ih  All 
ihe  other  violinists— prize  winners  at  ihe  Brussels  CQaiesFr"®JW 
violins  of  equal  value*  Thus  you  sec,  we  live  under  iMg®™* 
conditions.  All  we  have  to  do  is  to  work  and  perfect  w 
mastery'  of  our  art.'*  hif 

Thus  u master  of  Soviet  music*  He  is  a dew 
getic  boy*  full  of  plans  for  the  future  and  certain 
success*  He  knows  exactly  what  he  is  going  to  dof 
"In  the  autumn  of  1938  1 graduated 
Music  Academy  with  the  highest  diploma* 
entered  on  the  golden  roll.  Now  I am  iti 
department.  After  finishing  this  1 shall  do 


J 
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'•  Professor  at  twenty  ! ” Crjcj  s-  .. 

V - hut  thk  is  something  which  „ ner  ,n  “Moimhmem. 
fjvcsst  t'crmany.  m Italy,  or  even  in' Z?'Jlh  *>n  attain  in 
France  * m ^U'Scoiv-democratic 

-It  SI  IMS  I IKE  A I'AIRY  TA]  T Tf>  urc 

s;Ji  hr i Ilian t examples  as  these  of  th  ,RSTfiRN  EVES.” 
jenny’  intcllipcnlsia  might  be  muliipljej  wi.h^Mf,0pm,:nt  °r  ‘he 
ijnd  :r  "js.tmls  may  he  found  in  every  vnher^r  Cnd'  huntlrcdv 
Mr:  o:  :his  wonderful  country.  A new  °f  *?rk  in  every 
fa-  if'lini'  llri  in  ’he  U.S.S.K..  "hound  m,  ?“*  intelligentsia 
the  -a .v ting  class  and  the  peavintn  " (Stdinl  CDCry  with 
[all  MoUttov  speaks,  in  his  ihcse's  for tfL ^ i ,hls  ’*  no1 

the  ( 1'sl  <>'  I he  raising  of  the  cultural  L-h^'V  of 
,1  ;he  w 'irking  class  u>  the  level  of  Cn„:n  ' . ‘echnrcal  level 

E I.  >|«  «*  rnJt 

M.,nn  has  written : It  seems  like  a fairy  tl|..  ,_  ,V  e Th(Mna* 

which  might  csen  moisten."  ' • I*-  to  Western  eyes. 

[ hr  me  the  third  live- Year  P|j,n  11938/m-.)  lh„ 
cl  scwl  it' m ‘he  elementary  and  secondary  * V r*“n»>*r 


i e w 


education.  ™*ner 

M.  'rtov  , voice  is  here  the  voice  of  the  new  civilisation 
a:iJ  t:  u-.ls  .Is  Ih.i.  the  cause  of  civilisation  is  not  lost  ;«  ' 


The  Land  of  Young  Engineers 

L'VFRY  k-’  wants  to  he  an  engineer,  But  as  xoon  as  he 
4 <choo)  drab  reality  lakes  the  place  of  ihe  boyish 

;rT  .nd  Ik*  is  thankful  if  he  can  find  any  kind  of  work  what- 
ever fi  ii v is  life  in  The  capitalist  world.  Very  different  in  the 
Vvu:  L'Jiam,  :hc  only  country  in  the  world  where  the  right  to 
k i jar  reed,  the  right  to  free  choice  of  work  and  pro* 
A::U  nur  on  is  is  tree  choice  of  profession  guaranteed, 
rus  the  promot  <in  of  Soviet  youth  to  technicians  and  engineers, 
Th;  Third  Stalin  Inc- Year  Plan  sets  the  great  task  of  * raising 
th  cultural  ;:n  ! Technical  level  of  the  working  class  of  the 
t.YS.K  :j  ib at  of  engineers  and  technicians.'1  To-day  an  army 
ci  millions  of  young  worker  enthusiasts  is  growing,  young 
« pincers  ami  Technicians*  The  theses  submitted  by  Mo/orov  to 
Ughitvnih  f on  stress  of  the  Communist  Party  of  the  Soviet 
L"  on  provide  lor  flic  development  of  a widely  ramified  netwpork 
c:  Kheols  ::mJ  courses  of  instruction  for  the  training  and  con- 
oid education  of  skilled  workers,  the  training  of  1.4  million 
5Cw"  “iciunv  i l J ftlXhOOO  experts  with  college  education. 

A rut  it  :s  youth  who  become  engineers,  who  acquire  tcchni- 
<-;1’  knowledge.  By  the  beginning  of  the  Second  Five-Year  Plan 
proportion  of  youth  in  the  industries  was  already  34  per 
Mahons  of  young  people  came  from  the  villages  to 
■ ' A Here  they  learned  lo  work  building  up  the  socialist 
^dusiries,  acqu  red  a certain  qualification  and  frequently  bc- 
^ nutters  of  socialist  work.  This  is  what  happened  in  the 

ball- bearing  works,  in  the  Soviet  motor  car 
VJ  '■<*]  mduYiries— everywhere*  Rank  and  file  building  workers 
^eloped  into  Young  masters  of  socialist  production.  The  ranks 
* ihc  workers  employed  on  building  Moscow  underground  rafi- 
^rVc  >'c^cd  many  engineers,  experts  in  underground  * _ _ 

^nndimp  wort.  These  workers  have  attended  evening ‘«hn'ca1 

aiirf'k*  a^tcr  lheir  work*  have  studied  at  the  Workers  Fae 
hlV*  worked  perseveringly  to  increase  their  technical  know- 
Many  of  the  youths  and  girl*  who  worked  or  the  under* 

' £?  'ailway  afterwards  went  to  college.  * 

v J.hrC  is  «rcat  factory*  no  ind.usmal  ‘"“S  ihoS 

ittcn*  lJn,on  which  does  not  possess  its  own  have 

wuric  of  evening  instruction.  The  largest  undertakings  have 


even  (her  own  Icchnologic .1  training  ™ 

People  Mudy  m order  to  S ^W'J"'‘hlcb  <•* '«■« 
only  ihe  youih  Mudv  and  learn  T ,tcchn!£lue  And^J 

Jvide.  In  order  lo  pcneiraic  more  !o°'  do  no:  vtaod 

he  workers  attend  courw  ,he  field  o:  technics 


' • 11  wuer  to  penetrate  mar.  ^r.,'  do  no*  itaod 

«e|W«/^rS  at,efl‘I  courw'  givin^th^.^  fiekJ  o:  :ech««i^ 
M,cl  !,f  educaimn.  In  Mo*cow  flon.TTk  he  *econ«faO  'ehf^l 
vehooK  for  adults.  In^ruciion  hiol  >'')  aecorJ.,r> 

^ ck.>ck  m thtf  cvcnint!,  ^nd  fh**  a*  s jri  vchooli 

fu:,hl;r  ‘ethnical  Mudy.  fn  0,,“^ ,he  found;.:, or,-,  for 
vrhook  of  the  Moscow  Lenin  Divtrin  5'enm?  'xxondary 

-7-year-old  Vtattimir  KulavVv  OnK  * r!P*'  ^ 'nsSl,RCC*  the 
-in  unskilled  ironworks  worker  row  £ *■  ftw  y5ar'  he  wav 
t*.  v;udyin5r  10  hccome  an  e!«lrrcal  m - , ' ' Itn.d*flr,c  fi“er.  and 
//«  nvo,  Mokcr.  who  h .,  come  lowh^!,  ^ h AUirl 
technician  Ten  per  cent  nf,t!°  ,n  ^nmc  a thermal 

school  m ihe  l^nin  D^Hct  are  w«  ,Udcn.K  ,n  lh''  ^ wdary 
men  who  gtiined  iheir  education  durTnTrt,  t|°f,Cn  tha‘ 

Ihcii  w.vcs  to  school  so  that  ihev  mac^W  JS'  >car'‘  f,r,T’sr 
*«v  they  themselves  and  their  children  ' ^CC<,me  ts  1*cli  educa'ed 

»55T,£  tSS  >SH 


general  educational  circle  For  two  v.-  r*  i'i  ’ , p;,n  m a 
the  turn  inn  r-.,»T,  . V.  rur  jears  I learned  to  work  on 

Pi?d°  mvirS  a"*rt,C^>'  *b^»ni^MaT&t5SS 

After  fmishmg  ,hhc 

nnd' rh  Lhn,C:'-  °r.  ms,ri;C,ie,n-  l«rned  technical  draw.nt* 

nmvl  ■'  ”m  apw  ,aki»S  P»rt  in  tmtruchor  tor 

mjSkLrs  of  \ociairs!  work,  and  am  preparing  10  cnTcr  the  In- 

,.1!  Ac  ac^_  u1lcrf  !cad.crs*  engineers' and  directors  arc 
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dl  ?hTs  - ,i*E  ^ undertaking.,  i have  achieved 

■ill  th.s  —added  young  K me hm— ” without  has  me  k>  esc  up 

Or  interrupt  my  work  m the  factory,  and  wiihout  having  to  nas 
a penny  for  it  And  shiv  is  not  the  story  of  one  individual  onh 
ol  an  especially  giticd  youth.  No.  (his  is  the  rath  trod  bv 
miliums  ol  workers  in  ibe  Sosicl  Lnion 

Lei  Hi  bear  ihe  repor:  of  the  17-vcar-^>id  turner,  A\  F 
Kuryanov.  from  ihe  “Kubyshev"  %^ii\*iUQn  plant,  of  how  he 
worked  up  to  the  position  of  a technically  highly  skilled  worker. 
Though  he  is  only  17  he  tv  known  in  his  factors  as  ;t  master  of 
his  trade. 

“ I will  tell  you  how  1 learned  to  work  s0  well.  ! came 
from  a collective  farm  to  the  factory  apprentices*  school,  I did 
not  know  what  :\  lathe  was.  Bol  ax  soon  as  1 entered  the  factory 
school  I set  myself  to  master  the  technique  taught  me. 

“ In  the  factory  school  I w;is  always  awarded  11  distinction  " 
for  my  work.  I w;i\  a shock  worker  rhe  whole  lime*  and  won 
some  prizes.  I finished  school  as  worker  of  the  fourth  wage 
class,  and  then  entered  the  work^  I was  given  a complicated 
German  lathe.  1 passed  the  " Technical  Minimum  " examination 
with  "distinction."  Alter  l had  passed  this  examination.  I was 
given  the  opportunity  to  familiarise  myself  with  ihe  plunger  of 
the  Diesel  pump,  now*  being  manufactured  for  the  firvi  lime  in 
ihe  Soviet  union  . . . Since  I work  well,  T was  given  an  appren- 
tice who  is  older  and  much  bigger  than  I am.  1 am  J7  years  old 
and  he  is  IS,  I have  commenced  to  xhow'  him  ihr  methods  of 
work  we  have  to  use.  1 explain  everything  to  him.  show  him  the 
draw  ings.  We  have  organised  our  work ’place  w-dL  and  do  ikh 
need  to  rush  about  looking  for  things*  everything  is  in  its  place. 
He  asks  me  when  he  does  not  understand  anything,  and  if  E say: 
- Don't  do  that/'  he  replies : " Well,  show  me  how  it  ti  done" 
[ am  doing  my  best  to  give  him  the  benefit  of  my  expenenoc, 

although  1 am  young  + . . . 

There  are  hundreds  and  thousands  of  boy's  and  girls  like 
this  crowing  up  in  Ihe  Soviet  Union.  Tbeir  lives  are  not  destroyed 
by  labour  service,  compulsory  wort,  and  forced  dy ice  of  profc^ 
sion,  as  in  ihe  fascist  counines.  All  this  is  entirely  unknown  ta 

^SimMa^wnditions  obtain  in  socialist  ajrimlture.  ^uch  hu 
attained  a itigh  technical  level  in  the  Soviet  Union.  One  cotv- 


Parison  suffices  • jn  ■ 

arable  land  cultivated  bv  tn»*i!!,Crc-  ar?  million  hectares  of 
8®  per  cent,  of  the  Soviet  £20n*.‘-n  ,hc  U.S.S.R.  131.2  million. 

*bcm  is  the  best  wnmnn^  ^ <lrijCrs  ar?  young  people.  One 
Angelina.  Her  bricadc  ™?t*  .ra,c,°^  5?rivcr  *n  ‘be  country,  Pasha 
tor — a real  technical  u,A,<  jbvates  1,200  hectares  with  every  trac- 
look  like’’  h conutic  r ^ ,rccor‘L  And  what  does  her  brigade 

age.  But  anyone  wh*  ?k*  TC£'rh  '**’«•"  16  ^ years  of 

unCDdins  worl-inn  th,n!ts  lba‘  *bcsc  girls  get  their  results  by 
described  her  mefh^°UrSr  '*  c,ntircl¥  W&okw.  Angelina  has 
twhere  else  in  n,,tl  SCI1‘  111  a report  to  Stalin 

an  interest  in  ,|!jf  J d wou!‘i  lhc  neatest  man  in  the  state  take 
an  imcrot  tn  the  work  experience  of  workers  17- IS  years  old?): 

anvihlnf  d°  T uti!isc  If>c  tractors?  1 have  not  said 

hmv«Ai,h  11  ,ef?rc'  bl»  I must,  as  the  others  should  know 
" °£l  da>',s  w?rk  We  begin  the  shift  at  6 o'clock  in 
jbrlv  who  have  had  a night's  rest  take  over  the 

:„r,.'k  !•.  e,rls  w|3?  have  been  working  overnight  sleep  till 

in  the  afternoon.  It  they  do  not  awaken  by  themselves  be- 

lorc  two  o clock,  no- one  has  the  right  to  wake  them.  This  is  our 
rest  time. 

* ,«J 11  ‘be  education  of  the  young  workers  in  the  Soviet  Union, 

in  iricir  training  into  ;i  generation  of  technicians  and  engineers, 
a great  role  is  played  by  the  Leninist  Young  Communist  League. 
n urges  youth  u>  study,  to  the  gaining  of  technical  knowledge, 
rrom  its  ranks  there  have  come  many  men  and  women  prominent 
in  work  ami  science. 

During  the  two  Stalinist  Five-Year  Plans  the  Y.C.L.  atone 
ga% c the  Soviet  country  I IS,UOO  engineers  and  technicians.  f>9,000 


auxiliary  of  our  Bolshevist  Party,  the  ideological  polhicsd  school 
for  lhc  education  of  youth  in  the  spirit  of  Communism, 

During  lhc  two  first  Stalinist  Five-Year  Plans,  the  rote 
played  by  youth  in  all  brandies  of  national  economy  has  greatly 
increased.  Hundreds  of  thousands  of  valuable  men  and  women 
have  grown  from  their  ranks. 

I give  a few  facts : The  Moscow  Automobile  Works, 
bearing  the  name  of  Comrade  Stalin,  employ  43,000  persons, 
including  20,000  young  people.  The  Y.C.L,  organisation  of  this 
undertaking  numbers  over  5.000  members.  In  1934  there  were 
gOO  young  people  among  the  engineers,  technicians,  and 
foremen  of  these  works,  by  1938  their  number  had  increased  to 
2P342.  In  Urn  enterprise  alone  there  are  as  many  young 
engineers  working  to-day  as  the  whole  of  Moscow  could  muster 
at  one  time. 

In  1865  the  Pclrcmk  (now  Timiryasev*  agricultural 
academy  was  founded.  In  1917  the  academy  celebrated  its 
52nd  anniversary.  In  these  52  years,  2,705  persons  graduated 
from  the  academy.  In  the  First  Five* Year  period  alone  almost 
exactly  as  many  students  graduated  from  this  academy  as  in 
the  52  years  of  its  existence  before  the  October  revolution. 
The  composition  of  the  students  too  has  changed  radically. 
To-day  the  students  at  lhc  academy  are:  636  workers,  826 
collective  peasants,  76  children  of  specialists,  635  employees. 
Thus  a new  Soviet  intelligentsia  is  growing  up. 

Many  heroes  and  heroines  of  socialist  work  have  risen 
ranks  of  youth.  Names  known  all  over  the  country 

Demchenko,  Krivonos,  Borin,  Pasha 
others*  who  take  foremost  places  in 
ising  the  labour  productivity  of  our  couni ry.  Over  20,000 
e tven  awarded  order\  and  medals  of  the  Soviet 


highly  skilled  agricultural  workers,  I9.C00  teachers,  8,000  physb  from  the 
cians.  and  tens  of  thousands  of  skilled  workers.  Within  the  space  are  those  of  Stakhnmn 
of  five  years,  1,380.000  apprentices  have  been  trained  into  skilled  Angelina,  and  many 
workers  incrc 

Out  of  705,200  students  at  the  technical  schools,  70.5  per  young  people  hav 
cent,  were  under  18,  and  24.4  percent,  between  18  and  22.  Union, 

It  need  not  be  said  that  study  not  only  costs  nothing*  but  At  the  elections  to  the  vSupreme  Soviet,  the  people 

the  students  receive  adequate  grants  from  the  slate,  " chose  as  deputies  many  young  patriots  of  our  country'.  Two 

The  Third  Stalinist  Five* Year  Plan,  beginning  in  1938  and  hundred  and  eighty-four  young  deputies  were  elected  to  the 

ending  in  1942  (in  the  Soviet  Union  the  Five* Year  Plans  are  Supreme  Soviet  of  the  U.S.S.R,,  1*009  deputies  to  the  Supreme 

always  carried  out  before  time,  in  four  years),  will  make  fresh  Soviets  of  lhc  Federal  Republics,  and  692  deputies  to  the 

hundreds  of  thousands  and  millions  of  workers  into  engineers  Supreme  Soviets  of  the  Autonomous  Republics. 

and  technicians.  Our  y0Utjl  rccorcj  great  successes  in  art,  literature*  science. 

Millions  of  young  workers  wall  not  only  become  engineers  an(J  lcchnique.  I take  one  instance  at  random:  Of  the  35 

and  technicians,  but  will  live  as  such  lives  ot  prosperity  and  worki  records  in  aviation  attained  by  Soviet  aviators,  29  fall 

happiness,  for  the  young  Soviet  engineer  knows  nothing  of  the  to  y.CLcrs.  and  young  people.  Of  33  international  women's 

tragedy  of  the  young  engineer  in  the  capitalist  countries.  After  records,  11  have  been  gained  by  Soviet  young  women  Y.CXers* 

he  has  completed  his  studies,  he  docs  not  become  a newspaper  Polina  Ossipenko  holds  six  world  records.  Four  records  have 

vendor  or  a bootblack;  he  is  given  every  opportunity  to  develop  bcen  scl  up  by  lhc  y.C.Lcr.  Katerina  Mtdmmkva.  and  the 

hj^rC£I1VC  and  l*‘kcs  a pacc  ° honour  111  st>culllsl  Y.C.Lcrs.  Kartashov  and  Rastorguyev  have  each  gained  three 

production.  records  as  gliding  fliers.  For  the  sake  of  comparison,  it  may  be 

mentioned  that  Japan  holds  only  four  world  records  in  aviation, 
rpi_ Drvlrt  *L*  T Vft.mil*  whilst  our  Polina  Ossipenko  alone  holds  six.  i Applause.) 

The  Koie  OX  the  Leninist  Young  The  Sovicl  pe0plCt  lhc  Bolshevist  Party,  our  father 

Communist  Tjencrue  and  mothers,  may  be  proud  of  the  fact  that  over  5 >000  of  our 

young  Red  Army  soldiers  have  been  awarded  orders  and  medals 
The  following  is  on  extract  from  the  speech  of  Comrade  by  the  Government  for  their  courage  during  the  fighting  at 
Saciiarov,  of  the  Central  Committee  of  the  Young  Com * Lake  Hassan. 

tnumst  league  of  the  So\ let  Unton  delivered  at  the  18 th  The  successes  gained  by  the  Y.C.L.  would  be  even  greater. 

Congress  o/  the  C.PJ*-l  JB.J  at  the  morning  session  of  b:ui  npt  the  contemptible,  traitorous,  fascist  adherents  of 
March  12,  tiD,  Kossarev  carried  on  their  machinations  within  it  for  a consider- 

In  the  period  between  the  17th  and  lSth  Congresses,  of  able  lime,  and  even  wormed  their  way  by  fraud  into  its  leadcr- 

our  Bolshevist  Party,  the  Y.CL.  has  become  much  stronger  and  ship.  This  handful  of  criminals,  politically  and  morally  disrupted 

has  increased  its  ranks.  The  Y.C.L.,  which  at  the  1 7th  Party  by  the  fascist  espionage  service,  carried  on  a despicable  and 

Congress  numbered  about  4,500,000  members,  has  increased  by  treacherous  undermining  activity  in  the  Lcmnist-Stalumt  Y.C.L. 

the  18th  Party  Congress  to  an  8,000,000  army.  Two  and  a half  The  Central  Committee  of  the  Bolshevist  Party  and  Comrade 

million  of  these  are  young  women  Y.C.Lcrs.  Stalin  helped  the  Y.C.L.  to  shatter  this  band.  The  G.C.  of  the 

There  are  200,000  tractorisis  and  mowing  thresher  drivers  party  has  given,  and  continues  to  give,  tremendous  help  to  the 

in  the  Y.C.L,,  about  25,000  teachers,  and  many  thousands  of  Y.C.L.  in  the  consolidation  of  its  organisations,  and  in 

Ifae  soldiers  and  seamen  of  our  glorious  Red  Army  and  Navy,  correcting  the  existing  shortcomings,  errors,  and  omissions* 

Bt  The  Lcnm-Stnlinist  Y.C.L*  stands  unitedly  as  never  before 

lhc  17ih  Party  Cojtgr^s  we  could  record  154,414  around  the  party  of  the  Bolsheviks,  round  their  Stalinist  Central 

>“ '"tojabou  7.MJW0  Young  Pioneers,  at  this  Committee.  Great  and  firm  » never  before  la  the  resolution 

* wt  rCgi‘ter  350'402  P|0nccr  ^'visions  with  of  the  Y.C.L.  and  of  the  whole  of  Soviet  youth,  to  give  all  tbeir 

ung  Pioneers,  . . . , powers,  all  (heir  knowledge  and  talent  and  if  needs  bo  even  tbeir 

Bwment  of  the  reopening  of  new  admissions  to  the  lives— for  the  welfare  of  their  Socialist  homeland,  for  the  Caiae 

h*™  ™“,  ■‘fitted  as  members  and  0f  the  party  of  Lenin  and  Stalin,  for  our  Stalin.  lEnthtaiattk 

the  parly*  Hie  Y.C.L.  is  the  reserve  find  (he  anplause.) 
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Jroin  the  Two  Ucmispha™. 

B°‘orc  ‘he  W‘h  Congress  of  the 
y.t.L.  of  France 

B>  Victor  M i c h a u l 

n'Hll  Tenth  Congress  of  ihc  Voting  * 

^ which  i\lo  assemble  at  lMy-rcx-Mou1inM??UnWt  Ffancc- 

i$  *>J  gri'.U  significance  for  ihc  vnuih  mn*  1 Ux' at  1939, 

A thousand  delegai"  X ^seTZ™  °f  Fr:,"«- 
Iricis  ol  the  Icdcralion.  The  provincial  Skca'ct ' ^il?^  ^ 

<* "» ;j* 

money  m advance.  rc  C01J™ing  ihc 

LnS: ralSK^H  '^»8real  social 
Communist  Party.  AtaVr  ff  Si  *^'-SrHiry  * ,he 
is  being  provided  by  youth  organisationt  thV  Lntour 

A^rvFCdC?,i0n'  ThC  U"io"  ®f  v£n,  GW,r3°R£2 

nod  the  ’k  mins  Communists,  will  give  choral  sim-ing  and  a ~ri« 

i-riK'iSrayins  ,he  *iorious  '^a-i  «i?5 

follows:  °f  *hC  '°,h  C°n£rCSS  ***"  drawn  up  as 

'*  Jhc  younger  generation's  mission  for  the  future  0f 
workers  ^ pC;iCy'  L,nily  of  aL'lion  among  young 
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**  Programme  of  action  for  education,  apprenticeship,  the 
nght  to  won:  and  the  welfare  of  the  youth 

3.  The  statutes  of  the  Federation, 

4,  Election  of  the  national  committee 
It  would  be  useless  to  deny  that  the  tasks  confronting  the 

Young  Communists  are  enormous  at  such  a lime  as  this.  The 
ttKond  imperialist  war  has  begun  already*  since  M we  are  faced 
with  a new  division  of  the  world  and  of  /ones  of  influence  at 
the  expense  of  the  non -aggressor  Stales,  without  any  attempt  at 
resistance  on  their  part,  and  even  with  a cert  a in  complacency  11 
(StalrnJ 

It  is  clear,  after  the  events  in  Spain,  that  France  is  already 
encircled  by  the  axis  powers  and  is  directly  menaced  by  fascism. 
Hie  big  capitalists  and  French  reaction  as  a whole,  together 
with  the  present  Government— acl mg  in  the  spirit  of  the  pro- 
Munich  policy— arc  deliberately  betraying  the  nation  and  sacri- 
ficing the  future  of  our  youth. 

We  have  already  seen,  from  several  demonstrations  in  Ihc 
Latin  quarter  and  on  the  boulevards  and  in  the  suburbs  of  Paris, 
that  young  France-— both  students  and  workers — is  not  inclined 
to  bow  to  the  Diktat,  The  National  Aid  Spain  day,  organised 
on  February  5 by  the  Young  Communists,  had  an  unparalleled 
success:  more  th:in  a million  francs  and  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  francs  worth  of  goods  were  collected  on  a single  Sunday. 

AH  that  reveals  the  feeling  of  many  young  Frenchmen  and 
women,  passionately  devoted  to  the  independence  of  their 
country,  to  Republican  liberty  and  to  peace.  But  the  gravity 
of  Ihc  situation  and  the  rapid  succession  of  events  forces  us  to 
do  far  more  still 

In  defining  the  immediate  task  of  our  generation,  the  10th 
Congress  will  call  on  Young  Communists  to  give  a bold  lead  to 
the  youth  movement  in  defence  of  France. 

On  the  eve  of  the  150th  anniversary  of  the  great  Revolution, 
we  wiH  sound  the  rallying  note  for  all  those  who  arc  menaced 
by  fascism  and  we  will  proclaim  the  imperative  necessity  of  our 
age : the  unity  of  French  youth. 

To  achieve  this,  first  of  all  we  mast  reinforce  unity  of  action 
among  young  workers,  improving  the  relations  between  the 
Young  Socialists  and  Communists.  In  celebrating,  on  March  22, 
the  4th  anniversary  of  the  Unity  Pact  which  binds  together  the 
Socialist  and  Communist  Youth  of  France  in  the  common 
struggle*  we  affirm  our  unshafceablc  loyalty  to  the  sacred  cause 
of  unity. 

Can  it  be  forgotten  that  it  was  unity  of  action  which  barred 
the  way  to  the  enemies  of  the  Republic  in  February,  19347  That 
the  unity  of  the  Popular  Front*  with  its  enforcement  of  the 
social  laws  of  1936,  has  made  it  possible  for  working-class  youth 


to  look  forward  hooefiilTv  :**«  . . , , 

At  thi*  lime,  when  reaction  St?eil*th  and  happiness* 

J*  lying  in  wail  for  us  unv  *0mS  |K  head,  when  fajcstrri 

On  the  other 

■Socialists  and  the  AKS^Jfc  Youn«  Communis  and 

U?  <y  W “Cion  ,hc  y°unE 

,aHt\  cement  unity  ol  Ih/llF  °n‘>'  '**"»  ,ha'  crvi- 
As  lhe  Younii  rv.™~.V  xmeralion, 

time  as  lhe  National  ConfSrtn^T^’ y^'"®  ^“t  lhe  t1lne 
31ybC  °PPOnUmty  —chin* 

to  an  iindcrstondlnTSr'ih/^ defcncTofYh  ofrfyou,h-  muM 
The  Conercss  ft  k J.  „ t °f  1,!>c‘r  de™*nds. 
of  action  which  will  be  i real  rh-'T  W'r  P:odu£c  “ program  me 
deal  with  the  orKanLhon  oTann^n^  Risht'*  11 

young  workers'  unemploy L?mP  cdu^c^'  !be  Vrus*le  a^n‘' 
development  of  the  MrcuhV^hool  rcf?r"\  “nd 

• This  Conpress  of  voune  France  will  -.1^  ,u 

found  internationalism  whieff  ins?“S  os  P ,ht  pr°‘ 

^ our  ffaternal  solidarity  with  the  hero* 

JnfE.'rin,  P;"n  China,  the  youth  ot  Germany  and  Italy 
suUcrin^  under  the  heel  of  fascism,  with  the  crea:  democrat 

countncs.  to  our  brothers  in  the  colonial  coumrtes  and  thTm^ 
coumry  >OU,h  °f  thC  S°ViCt  Union‘  Srowing  up  in  their  Socialist 

we  shall  define  the  nwsi  suitable  forms  of  organisa- 

r^nd  nlr-Inods  work  for  ‘‘ssurinj;  a bold  development  of 
tlte  Young  C ommunist  movement. 

The  conditions  under  which  it  will  be  held,  as  well  as  the 
large  scope  of  the  agenda,  will  make  the  Kith  Congress  a derive 
stage  in  the  torward  march  of  the  Younc  Communis;  Lcaeue 
ol  France. 

The  National  Movement  among 
French  Students 

By  Yves  Moreau 

have  about  $0,000  students  in  France,  of  whom  slightly 
more  than  32.000  arc  on  the  books  of  the  University  of 
Paris,  T hese  figures  ;irc  sufficient  to  show1  that  the  “ student 
folk  *'  can  count  In  the  social  life  of  a count rv  like  oura,  abo\c 
all  if  we  consider  lhe  fact  that  the  intellcciuaK  in  the  most 
important  periods  of  our  history,  have  plavcd  a leading  role, 
and  particularly  in  the  preparation  of  the  Revolution  of  PS9, 
as  has  often  been  pointed  out. 

Since  the  Dreyfus  alTair.  during  which  the  French  students 
revealed  their  solicitude  for  justice  and  progress,  the  majority 
of  them  remained  indifferent  to  the  political  and  social  events 
which  affected  the  world.  This  year,  we  are  witnessing  a true 
social  and  national  awakening  among  the  French  student  body. 

Really  one  cannot  say  that  the  national  conscience  of  the 
young  intellectuals  of  France  has  ever  been  completely  dormant. 
Quite  on  the  contrary,  their  patriotic  feeling  has  remained  at 
a high  level.  But  from  the  end  of  the  world  war  to  lhe  present 
day  this  feeling  has  been  exploited  too  easily  by  astute 
polilicians*  who  knew  how*  to  use  them  for  their  own  ends  and 
io  direct  them  to  party  ends  which  had  nothing  in  common  with 
the  clearly  defined  interests  of  the  French  nation.  By  using 
ultra-nalionalist  phrases,  ihcsc  people,  whose  liaison  with  inter- 
national reaction  is  only  too  obvious  to-day.  hope  to  win  to 
* heir  side  a section  of  the  university  youth,  or,  at  least,  to  lull 
them  into  a sleep  by  which  the  reactionaries  would  profit  by 
being  able  to  make  their  moves  undisturbed. 

Reality  is  unmasking  their  intrigues.  Twenty  years  after 
the  victory  of  the  Allies  and  only  five  years  after  the  Third 
Reich  began  its  vast  rearmament  scheme,  we  art  witnessing  the 
tragic  encirclement  of  France,  the  most  dearly  aimed  threats 
at  our  colonies,  whose  integrity  is  menaced  in  Africa  by  the 
installation  of  Italian  and  German  troops  in  Ethtopet*  in  Spun, 
in  Spanish  Morocco,  in  the  Canaries,  in  the  Balearic*,  and 


ajasfiv  a>  * 

fcJS*mcr«>ns,  and 

French  espionage  is  redoubled.  L 

c*t  J'tbh  ,hlS®iNc  for  French  : 

‘he  '*  w"  ^^lly  impossible 

werr  , organisation 
««k  completely  abandon 

.L  *°  ad,»P1  »,< 

!Tc  defeat  of  France  r 
Communisnt ")  or  pacifism  <• 
ci  us  cede  Corsica,  to  avoid 

Oaiilolr/i*  a^,Cr  ^*un*ch,  the  general  altitude 
g™?!*  among  students,  was  a feeling 
OBgusi  at  having  believed  so  credulously 


i rendered  L - * 

m against  China  and 

At  the  

seizing  from  t 


problematic  in  the  Far  Fast  by 
— I certain  Chinese  island*, 
'.imc*  Bcr)in  nud  Home  proclaim 
France  Jibuti,  Togolaiul,  Tunisia, 
even  Corsica,  Nice  and  Savoy,  While  anti* 
Ji  particularly  i ri  Alsace-Lorraine. 

— -J  students  not  to  take  account 
---J  tor  them  not  to  see  i hai 
some  of  which  they  belonged  to, 
mg  even  their  nationalist  phraseology 
the  mask  of  anti-Commimkm : {"  What  docs 
- mailer,  if  that  brings  about  a defeat  of 
After  abandoning  Czechoslovakia, 
war"), 

in  France,  and 
of  distress  and 
in  the  farce  of  " saving 
k^Z'  r 1 m*  1<xlmfi  is  expressed  by  Henri  de  Montherlant,  who 
ZT:li'  ror  *"c  Rifiht-cxtrenmt  weekly  Candida  the  following 
passage  (which  was,  be  it  noted,  not  published): 

Great  spoonsful  of  sentimental  muck  are  emptied  out 
the  pens  ot  hired  journalists.  Upon  the  still  breathing 
corpse  of  a betrayed  nation,  upon  the  still  breathing  corp\e> 
oi  their  honour,  dignity  and  sccuritv.  millions  of  men  and 
women  dance  the  frantic  dance  of  peace," 

Then  came  Hitler's  Reichstag  speech,  declaring  that  he 
would  appropriate  colonies*  if  necessary  by  force,  and  the  Italian 
demands,  revealing  absolutely  unheard-of  and  intolerable  claims. 

The  Latin  Quarter  began  to  become  alarmed.  On 
December  $ came  (he  first  demonstration,  organised  by  students 
belonging  to  the  most  varied  political  circles,  which  kept  iheir 
anonymity  and  were  content  lo  circulate  humorous  leaflets 
demanding  the  " return  of  Venice  to  France/'  Another  example 
of  the  way  in  which,  at  the  most  tragic  moments  of  its  hktor>* 
France  never  loses  its  characteristic  tradition. 

The  demonstration  of  December  S owed  part  of  its  success 
to  the  fact  that  it  wav  lent  something  in  the  character  of  a 
studenis*  joke.  But  the  movement  was  not  to  confine  itsels 
to  a joyous  farce,  turning  Mussolini's  bombast  to  ridicule. 
Beside  the  posters  demanding  “Venice  for  France,"  “Italy  for 
the  Negu*.  " Ac.*  there  were  placards  with  "Corsica  will  remain 
French."  and  as  many  as  six  to  eight  thousand  students  shouted 
" Caporctiol  Caporetto!  ” or  "Hang  Benito,"  This  demonstra- 
tion, in  face  of  the  common  danger,  was  the  beginning  of  a 
real  unity  of  the  student  population  of  France.  For  the  first 
!imc  Right-extremist  students  were  seen  marching  together  with 
those  of  the  Popular  Front* 

The  movement  spread  to  the  provinces,  where  similar 
demonstrations  [ook  place,  in  December  in  all  the  university 
towns.  Sometimes  they  even  clashed  fairly  severely  with  (lie 
police*  who*  in  spite  of  numerous  arrests,  were  unable  to  prevent 
them* 

Nevertheless  the  tone  of  the  Italian  claims  did  not  change  : 
the  gangsters  knew  only  too  well  how  their  shameless  blutl  was 
helping  M.  Bonnet  to  follow  his  miserable  policy  of  betraying 
France  s interests.  An  Italian  newspaper,  Le  Tevcrc , went  so 
far  as  to  publish,  at  the  orders  of  Chigi  Palace,  an  impudent 
article*  a tissue  of  provocation  and  abuse,  entitled  “We  spit 
on  France/'  The  next  day,  Parisians  observed  that  the  under- 
ground station  "Rome"  had  been  re  baptised  overnight  and 
was  now  called  "Caporetto/"  Suspicion  fell  upon  medical 
students  at  a hospital  nearby*  The  chief  editor  of  a Paris 
evening  paper  wrote,  in  connection  with  this  incident,  that 
French  students  were  making  up  for  ihc  deficiencies  of  French 

diplomacy.  * 

Among  the  various  student  demonstrations  which  took  place 
recently,  one  of  the  most  important  was  that  of  January  26, 
id  front  of  the  Italian  Embassy,  where,  as  a police  record  states, 
a hundred  or  so  students,  grouped  around  the  French  colours, 
■truck  up  the  Marseillaise  and  shouted,  for  instance:  “France 
for  the  French!  Spain  for  the  Spaniards?  Italian  hands  off 
Sp&b ■ Down  with  the  blockade  of  the  Spanish  Republic!  " 
3f]bere  appear  to  be  immense  possibilities  for  the  develop- 
this  movement  among  French  students,  already 
Kjntto  unite  round  the  idea  of  national  defence. 


HrM  of  all*  *he  movement  is  already  becoming  organised 
Around  it  new  organisations  are  growing  up*  each  making  their 
own  appeal:  live  Union  of  Students  of  the  French  Empire 
whose  C onstitution  was  published,  not  withoui  some  uneasiness 
in  the  last  number  of  the  Bewrgung.  centra)  organ  of  the  Union 
of  National-Socialist  Students  of  Germany:  ihc  university  section 
oi  the  French  Energy,  which  has  already  organised  a conference 
lor  representative*  of  all  student  organisation*:  the  University 
Action  for  Liberty,  whose  campaigns,  supported  by  the  majority 
ot  university  teachers,  have  had  considerable  success,  in  Paris 
and  in  the  provinces. 

On  the  other  hand,  on  all  sides  there  iv  to  be  found*  among 
all  the  tendencies  of  young  French  intelligentsia,  a real  upsurge 
ol  national  spirit,  breaking  down  barriers  and  gradually 
removing  the  obstacles  to  unity. 

Thus  the  corporative  movement  which,  until  recently,  was 
exploited  hy  the  fascist  leagues,  or  which  at  any  rate  held  itself 
aloof  from  all  social  questions,  is  in  its  turn  awakening  and 
beginning  to  take  part  in  the  organisation  of  the  defence  of 
France:  the  Paris  Students*  Fellowship  conirtbuied,  officially, 
to  the  success  of  the  " Venice  for  France  " demonstration:  the 
General  Association  of  Students  of  Clermont-Ferrand 
addresses  a vigorous  protest  to  the  Italian  Consulate.  The 
>mdents  of  the  Eeole  No  male  Supericur  in  Paris*  the  Eeole 
Normalc  Superieure  for  Girls  at  Sevres*  and  the  Rouen  Eeole 
Normulc*  among  others*  have  sent  to  ministers*  deputies  and 
public  authorities  resolutions,  telegrams  and  delegations  which 
express  the  anxiety  of  French  students* 

The  most  active  arc  the  Popular  Front  students.  Communist 
students  published  several  leaflets  and  brought  out  two  posters* 
calling  upon  their  fellow  students*  In  the  Latin  quarter  they 
organised  a demonstration  to  demand  the  re-establishment  of 
international  law  on  behalf  of  the  Spanish  Government*  A 
joint  delegation  of  Radical*  Socialist  and  Communist  students 
was  received  the  various  Parliamentary1  groups  of  the 
Chamber  of  Deputies.  Leaflets  signed  jointly  by  the  socialist 
students  and  the  communist  students  were  distributed.  One 
of  them  was  signed  aka  by  the  University  Labour  Federation 
of  Great  Britain* 

Finally,  the  exodus  of  the  Catalan  population  gives  the 
students  of  France  a fore  la  sic  of  the  tragic  scene  our  country 
would  offer  the  world  to-morrow,  if  we  do  not  succeed  in 
raising  a barrier  fast  enough  against  aggression*  Student  unity 
has  been  achieved  also  on  behalf  of  the  Spanish  refugees,  under 
the  leadership  of  the  Student  Christian  movement,  Ihe  Federation 
of  French  Catholic  Students,  the  Women's  Student  Christian 
movement*  and  the  Union  of  Students  for  the  Aid  oF  Spanish 
Children*  associations  which  number  about  30*000  members* 
and  which  organise  joint  collections  and  have  obtained  from 
the  university  authorities  permission  for  the  students  to  deposit 
iheir  contributions  with  the  secretaries  of  faculties.  Thus  the 
Spanish  war  takes  a central  place  in  the  activities  of  otlf  student 
movement,  which  is  aware  that  on  this  depends  the  destiny 
of  France* 

We  hope  that  this  awakening  of  the  national  conscience  of 
French  students  may  help  the  free  people  of  all  countries  to 
preserve  democracy  against  the  forces  of  obscurantism  and 
slavery* 


YOUNG  .SOCIALIST  INTERNATIONAL  SEND  MESSAGE 
OF  SUPPORT  TO  SPANISH  REPUBLICAN  RESISTERS 

Paris,  March  II. 

A message  of  solidarity  and  support  to  the  Spanish  Repub- 
lican youth  resisting,  was  yesterday  unanimously  dispatched  by 
the  Executive  of  the  Young  Socialist  international  meeting  m 
Oslo.  The  Executive  sent  a message  of  solidarity  to  the  Gewtai 
Secretary  of  the  United  Socialist  Youth  Movement*  Santiago 
Carillo,  following  a rousing  speech  by  the  Spanish  oeiega«V 

Alfredo  Cubello  during  the  session.  ...  . ; •iisSi*1 

• the  situation  Cabello  launched  an  tJjW 


Giving  a report  on 
to  the  Youth  of  the  InteroationalJSociaUst  Mow 
their  action  of  solidarity  for  Republican  Spat 
possible  indication  of  its  support,  for  those  st 
for  their  liberty  and  freedom. 


"■ — — w o r l d v » 

1 niiy  is  Possible 

Arne  Cisui|0  (CKlor 
'I'll!  Mrrr.mv  mi  natron  which  hiu  a,jv.n  ??  c 
' ir'tpi  r.itivc  than  ever  before  for  V**,n  "“■«»  it  more 
countries  to  achieve  unity  with  ihe youth 
common  struggle  against  the  fascist  wf  Soc!al,«  youth  in  ikI 
I he  You**  Socialist  /nitrwto^'&'FY  "* 

meeting  in  0-t»  on  March  2 aK:iin  failed  to?Jld4  h*  bureau 
mc-ouro  for  the  uniting  of  all  the  forces  ‘of  ?tC  Jhe  n«*«ar> 
7 hr  0 before  the  bureau  mL^  anii-fajcht  youth 

I , r;-v'v.,r>  tor  the  f ommunist  and  Socllr  1 Uitt  if5  luii 
,,«i:n!ru'  t..  greatly  strengthen  their  Pir™7  V ™ y<?uth  of  a|i 


uih  R c > 


I c w 


..'Iint-'IC'  to  greatly  strengthen  their  clToir^  r ‘ y<?uth  of  all 
:>  v >dc 1 o!  umt>  will  permeate  this  Cone/  w ‘hat 

. .vo'jri  that  the  greatest  efforts  be  m-  #'  To  do  ,hi*  it 
.■  w a comradcls  co-operation  in  the  „,T/  . eVcf>whcrc  tt> 
\:  the  same  time  the  Co-ordinaii.fn  ^ ' J0,.nl  tasks, 
s i/im.ihm  S,u  ml  fh  rnt Youth  (-J„^,°rTlrr",,cc  of  ihe 
f.  j The  ( ivmmirnisi  Youth  Orsani<a.>;nn.  kljn‘zat">m  met  in 


>amc  time 


The  ( i>mniuni%i  Youth  Organisarfons  of  4 mcI  m 

J-J  IJcnntark.  presented  ii  letter  to  the  mceiine'^'1’  ^ofway 
■h.  011111  >'!  Norway  conduct,  through  joint  ? ,.Pf 'posm8  <bal 

cauitret-ullfiisise  against  the  fascist  and  react  Jlf.llonl  a ur,,r,cd 
,'c  rhuMiciung  ilteir  freedom  and  their  future  n^hfljrcc''  lb.it 
Noed  on  the  csei -increasing  pressure  which  Hi. i Vroposa! 
„ exercising  on  the  Scandinavian  Governments 
^ipituUttiHi  ;irui  stihmmion.  u,c  mem  to 

Hie  Scandinavian  Co-ordination  Committee  unfortunatciv 
Tcsvad  ibis  proposal  With  the  o d *' argument ''  ihJ  I - } 

«*  »■««"•  *•  .«*»»;  u.»i  jsnuj^iars 

lead  *o  continued  dissension,  ,u  om> 

The  rejection  of  unity  in  this  serious  situation  is  ,rt 
v c:  oa  that  ihe  social  democratic  leaders  (Tno  sor.  of 
cr«ns-b.liis  for  the  interests  of  the  youth.  Wc  are  of  the 
'bat  this  attitude  is  not  in  accordance  with  the  wishes 
-I  »hc:r  trembcrsfcip-  As  a matter  of  fact  at  their  Congress  in 
VO,,  the  socialist  youth  of  Norway  fArbcidcrnes 
"Sd..ms:.Uingi  on  the  subject  of  the  resolution  to  affiliate 

- :h  •t'x  Young  Socialist  International  decided  unanimously 

" V hcidcrrics  L'ngdoimfylkiftg.  within  the  International, 
'"■if  -dl  times  support  such  measures  as  would  make 
posMble  joint  internal  ionul  action  and  the  rallying  of  the 

>ou:h  forces/' 

Fh  s w l e n endorsed  at  the  meeting  of  the  National  Executive 

- : the  Arheidernes  L'ngdormfylking  on  February  5-6,  1938,  in 

o foHowmg  resolution: 

’ The  National  Executive*  after  a discussion  of  the 
international  joint  work*  wish  to  recommend  to  the  Central 
KxcvUlivc  that  they  work  through  the  Young  Socialist 
1 nic  r nation  a L Inor  an  imernulional  conference  of  all  working 

vTass  vouth/ 

These  rooJuiinns  dearly  show  the  opinions  which  prevail 
;ro"3  Ehe  members.  It  appears  (hat  the  membership  of  the 
VTeJerncs  Ungduinsf viking  see  no  contradiction  between  joint 
---ction  and  organisational  unity  any  more  than  do  the  young 
■‘’nmumsK.  On  ihe  contrary;  the  comradely  co-operation  of 
vvK-lst  and  ronvtmmtsi  youth  would  help  to  root  out  the  old 
yc ungs  of  distrust  and  dissension.  It  would  create  mutual 
jnd  a spirit  of  solidarity.  It  would  call  forth  activity, 
|ith  ^mJ  enthusiasm  among  young  workers-  It  would  give  both 
^t^msaitiiim  greater  effectiveness  and  greater  ability  to  attract 
..,CA  niumlvis.  t hus  co-operative  work  would  create  conditions 
'^arable  lor  ihe  growth  of  organisational  unity,  as  was  proved 
y !^e  hriUkini  example  of  the  united  socialist  youth  of  Spam* 

/ ^ould  also  facilitate  the  formation  of  a wide  front  of  all 
^iHaseiu  youth.  t * 

v^'e  bnd.  Ihcrcforc,  lhal  ihe  reason  for  the  refusal  of  the 
'“‘Odinavpn  Co-nrdinaiion  Committee  is  not  ttniMf-  Th^ 

' . Communists  will  actively  continue  their  efforts  to  ring 
^ unity  or  the  youth.  . 

, oP111  lhis  io'nt  work  is  possible  and  achieves  «<>«*> «*““ 
/rW  by  ,hc  P“r<  played  by  the  Norwegian  youth  in  rei« 

' T,or  the  heroic  Spanish  people.  nim,Tll.  mmod 

•S*  ?“rc  '*  no  other  cause  which  haa  so  enormous  y mmnn 
o-wcgiari  people  and  united  them  in  a 8rea 


' ^ » 

^olrd^rrty  movement  in 

Spanish  relief  comm il ices  Li/to  Xi  41  leaM  300  local 
tolal  sum  coJIccled  for  Spain  e*c^J^rC.h-  1 of  ,lm  >w-  <**e 
kronen  <t>r  ^boui  £XV,0fl(i’  thz\  H Nonucgtin 

»bc  adult  populaiionV  Add,Trf,X,^a'd>  K ^ pe^rt 
shipments  of  8<V>JV  n‘  AOd«)  to  mis  ,Kcre  are  llrifc 

■O  >hTshgxS»*fd“^TS0Ja'  Cr,bu,cd  ■?  * Urse  meagre 
ihe  >outh  organimitonv  cjrrkd  out  *Usl  'no+e  mhcrc 

greaicsl  results  were  ach.e/u  l hclr, rel,cf  work  jointly  the 
tnmmitter,.  orKans  of  lhis  joint  tdSf** y°u,,>  Spauth  rWie/ 
of  the  largest  cities  of  the  counir/  tv  cw  ‘'S1” 

aSS.  J^.-Sf-JJSiS 

■Sport,  the  Young  Communkt  i hi  \\orkcrs  f nends  01 

League,  the  Students’  I caBue/'b^''  lhc,V,)ulh  Ann- Alcohol ,c 

orgunisations  of  the  procressi irfitl ',udcn"  and  'be 
affiliated  lo  it.  Thr  Rm.  c,a>'  south  are  all 

of  the  Collections  amAt^cr'c1'1'6  *I,V>  P"1  r,icipa;cd  in  certain 
P ic-as  LO  K i ^ the  B,'h°p  of  <*lo  and  a number  ot 
have  primed  aPPC;,,'  "h*ch  lhe  ltlu,h  or*at>«tions 

From  August*  193H,  to  March*  1^39  the  You-h  Re'we* 
Commune  in  Oslo  has  achieved  the  following  results  r im 

cases  of'‘milk.0ntn  'n  C'''h'  ’°,K  of  clolhlnU-  and  about  30io00 

Similar  examples  could  be  ctlcd  from  the  Youth  Relict 
the'vHblf^Jb  ,hc.0,hcr  cJ1,es  of  'be  coonlry.  and  also  from 
S^5ai  n csfmrrdttccs  * y°mh  or8an,“lior’i  the  local 

Docs  this  not  refute  the  assertion  of  the  Young  Socialist 
ImcrnjHona]  leaders*  that  joint  action  would  only  lead  u> 
continued  dissension?  J>0  not  these  practical  examples  sho* 

Iw  UIVi?  ^°v'!b,c‘  Thc  of  No™a>  have  :hui 

shown  1 hat  unit)  has  greatly  furthered  youth  relief  work.  And 

would  not  unity  in  the  struggle  against  the  fascist  threat  and 
poisonous  fascist  propaganda  increase  a hundredfold  the 
effectiveness  and  activity  of  thc  youth?  Ol  course,  and  there- 
lore  fm  spile  of  the  refusal  of  thc  socialist  youth  leaders)  ihe 
young  Communists  of  Norwu*  and  the  other  Scandinavian 
countries  will  continue  their  tenaciottN  struggle  for  unitv,  thus 
acting  in  accord  with  thc  most  vital  interests  of  vouth  and  the 
grave  needs  of  the  hour. 

The  Clerical  Union  in  Great  Britain 

By  S«  E,  S. 

IT  is  a fault  ot  the  unions  catering  for  clerical  workers  in  alt 
countries  that  they  have  hitherto  onlv  attracted  to  their  rank* 
the  political  I y developed  clerks,  and  have  gained  little  support 
from  ihe  masses  of  ordinary  men  and  women  clerks. 

In  England  the  National  Union  of  Clerks,  because  of  lhe 
progressive  feelings  of  its  members  was  the  first  union  to  sec  the 
need  for  thc  development  of  the  youth,  for  giving  young  people 
thc  opportunity  for  self-development,  for  developing  the  initiative 
of  lhe  youth,  and  thus  to  harness  the  unbounded  energies  of  lhe 
young  people  tn  the  struggle  to  draw  clerical  workers  into  lhe 
unions. 

Thai  was  why*  nearly  five  years  ago,  the  N.LLC,  set  up  thc 
London  Youth  Advisory  Council,  which  had  as  its  aims: 

1.  To  consider  and  advise  on  all  matters  relating  to  the  con- 
ditions of  employment  of  ihe  young  members  of  the  Union*  and 
to  investigate  the  condi lions  of  employment  of  young  clerical 
workers; 

2.  The  recruitment  of  all  unorganised  clerical  workers,  par- 
ticularly the  youth;  

3.  The  provision  of  educational,  cultural  and  sports  facili- 
ties for  the  young  members  of  the  N-U.C. 

The  N.U.C.  Youth  Council  in  London  is  one  of  the  most 
active  sections  of  the  union,  and  is  one  of  the  most  energetic 
Trade  Union  youth  committees  in  the  country. 

^TV  first  task  of  lhe  Youth  Council  has  never  beta  finished— 
,hal  of  surveying  completely  the  conditions  of  labour  of  the 

>0.u -5^1  information  published  by  Dr.  Ktutftndtr  in  his  Con- 
dffiTof  Clerical  Labour  in  Groat  Britain  " and  to  the  inf  or- 
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Regulation*1^!?* in  ^ 1937  ^U'h'  fork,hc  r>,omolion  wf  n,e  °,Ticc> 
work  of  the  v™n#  ,t"  r * show  the  general  h;td  conditions  of 

low  standard^  ,n  LoiH,on’  and  especially  10  show  ihc 

obtained  has  been  to  a large  extent 
voinh\m!  K^lwfCW  *'car*  :t  £rL*'d  stimulus  to  recruiting  by  the 
if  inn*  c !*?*  dsed  as  u basis  for  action  to  improve  con- 
Tnri«'  t '^Cr^  young  members  of  the  Council  have  gained 
, Union  i ongress  recruiting  awards,  and  some  members 

* * *k  Cn  vc!’y.  ?cilvc  *rt  initiating  recruiting  drives  in  London 
} ’ ^°V|,niCld  l°vsns;  the  two  large  stall  branches  of  the 

K>9  ttl  Jhe  London  urea  were  termed  as  a direct  result  ol  the 
activity  ot  the  ^ uuih  Council  members. 

1 he  N.U.C.  £ ounci)  has  also  been  very  active  with  its  sports 
association  and  now  has  a fine  sports  movement,  largely 
supported  by  the  youth,  and  managed  bv  a committee  composed 
mainly  ot  young  people. 


The  Annual  report  of  the  Council  shows  that  the  activities 
of  the  youth  in  the  N.L'.C.  cover  a very  wide  radius  -apart  from 
the  hard  work  done  by  the  members  to  form  Youth  Advisor* 
(.  ounci  Is  in  the  other  important  unions  in  London,  and  to  develop 
the  activity  in  the  important  provincial  towns,  such  as  Man- 
chester, Liverpool,  Bristol  and  Leeds, 


Apart  from  this  recruiting  activity,  and  the  general  stimulus 
to  recruiting  and  propaganda  which  the  existence  of  the  Youth 
Council  gives  to  the  N.U.C.,  the  Council  has  done  magnificent 
work  in  other  fields. 


One  member  went  to  Spain  with  the  British  Youth  Peace 
Assembly  delegation  (representing  the  Trade  Union  youth)  and 
the  Council  has  helped  to  collect  money  from  the  branches  and 
from  other  organisations  for  the  youth  foodships. 

The  Council  has  organised  several  weekend  schools  for 
the  union  members,  all  of  which  have  been  very  successful.  Mem* 
bers  have  arranged  group  visits  to  theatres  and  film  shows,  week- 
end camps,  socials,  and  have  placed  a great  part  in  the  work  of 
making  the  actual  branch  meetings  of  the  union  attractive  to 
the  young  members  by  introducing  speakers  on  lively  topics, 
arranging  branch  social  life*  etc, 

Exceedingly  good  publicity  work  has  been  done  by  the 
Council,  members  of  which  helped  to  produce  the  first  pamphlet 
published  b*  the  union  since  IlJ20. 

When  (he  Munich  crisis  was  developing  in  September  the 
Youth  Council  w,is  the  first  body  in  the  union  actively  to  take  up 
she  demands  of  clerks  for  immediate  measures  of  protection  from 
Air  Raids  and  to  force  employers  and  the  government  to  provide 
adequate  precautions  in  the  large  commercial  olliecs  of  London, 
Jt  wax  able  to  use  this  campaign  to  recruit  newj  members  on  the 
basis  of  a strong  union  being  the  only  guarantee  that  something 
would  be  done.  A list  of  thirteen  points  indicating  activity  which 
could  be  undertaken  immediately  by  the  union  branches  was 
drawn  up*  and  circulated  before  the  slink  of  Munich  had  been 
brought  back  to  London  on  Chamberlain's  umbrella, 


In  an  endeavour  also  to  further  netivixe  each  and  everyone 
of  our  1,500  young  members  in  London,  members  of  the  council 
arc  visiting  each  of  our  branches  and  trying  to  form  Youth 
Groups  in  each  of  them,  so  that  all  aspects  of  the  life  of  <hc 
youth  in  the  branches  can  be  catered  for,  and  the  youth  act i vised 
on  the  essential  task  of  enrolling  clerks  into  their  trade  union. 

The  activities  of  the  Youth  Council  also  extend  to  the  Inter- 
national field,  and  the  Council  now  has  con  tact  with  the  youth 
in  the  clerical  unions  of  several  European  countries. 

It  was  as  a direct  result  of  the  establishment  of  these  con- 
tacts with  the  youth  abroad  that  the  Youth  Coune^  dreidcd  o 
approach  the  International  Federation  of  Trade 
to  persuade  them,  through  our  General  Mr  H Eli £ 

to  hold  an  International  Youth  Camp  for  the  Trade  Union  Town 

WSSs  x 3?E2 
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whom  we  arc  associated,  must  be  the  Youth  Charter.  The  cam 
p.ngn  launched  by  the  T.U.C.  and  its  13-poim  Charter  for  the 
Youth,  the  campaigns  of  the  British  Youth  Peace  Assembly  for 
their  C hurtcr.  the  Youth  Hearing  with  its  opportunities  to  show 
to  the  people  the  bad  conditions  in  which  the  young  clerks  work 
the  Youth  Pilgrimage  wuh  its  demands  for  the  Charter  presented 
by  ;i  strongly  united  youth  movement,  the  National  Parliamem 
of  the  Youth,  which  brings  to  the  fore  the  possibilities  of  gaining 
certain  t barter  points  by  parliamentary  action — these  thing* 
must  command  the  atlcnion  of  the  youth  in  the  N.U.C.  youth 
bodies.  I htreforc  the  Youth  Council  in  the  union  has  given  in 
support  to  these  activities,  and  has  striven  to  rouse  the  youth 
membership  of  the  union  to  mass  activity  behind  the  campaign, 
linking  the  work  up  with  the  essential  task  of  recruiting  more  and 
more  soung  clerks  to  the  N.U.C. * realising  that  it  is  the  support 
of  the  masses  of  industrial  youth  which  will  ensure  victory. 

It  is  for  this  reason  that  particularly  in  the  M.U.C  must  we 
build  a strong  Youth  Council;  for  the  conditions  of  work  of  the 
great  mass  of  young  clerks  are  appalling,  but  they  can  be  rectified 
it  we  organise  the  youth  already  in  the  N.L.C.  iruo  activity  with 
the  council,  and  thus  encourage  the  unorganised  clerks  to  join 
with  us  m the  light  for  belter  wages  and  improved  conditions. 

The  young  clerk  is  to-day  still  unorganised.  The  average 
wages  are  declining  in  comparison  with  the  wages  of  the  manual 
w tubers.  We  can  break  down  the  snobhi%h  attitude  of  the  well- 
educated  towards  the  trade  unions,  we  can  show  the  clerks  that 
they  are  workers  too.  We  can  point  to  the  small  pay  packets 
which  most  young  clerks  under  thirty  gel.  and  we  can  tel]  them 
to  join  with  us  in  the  demands  of  the  youth  for  security,  for  a 
decent  wage*  for  better  working  conditions. 

Every  worker,  whether  manual  or  clerical,  must  see  the 
importance  of  organising  the  clerks  in  the  offices,  of  making  them 
active  participants  in  the  struggle  for  better  conditions  of  the 
clerical  youth. 


Apprentices'  Problems  in  U.S.A. 


I 


By  Leon  Straus 

NDUSTRY  has  excommunicated  about  five  million  young 
people  in  the  United  States.  These  young  people  have  never 
had  a chance  to  work  on  a job.  They  have  had  no  chance  to 
utilise  the  educational  facilities  of  this  country.  In  none  of  the 
problems  of  our  nation  arc  they  considered  as  a factor.  Restric- 
tions prevent  them  from  gelling  on  W*P.A.  while  these  same 
restrictions,  prevent  them  from  getting  on  home  relief* 

The  National  Y'outh  Administration  is  too  small  in  scope 
and  reaches  only  ;t  few'  thousand.  Just  because  they  are  young. 
American  youth  arc  refused  that  modicum  or  frdp  whch  the 
federal  government  has  already  recognised  as  necessary  for  the 
unemployed  generally. 

The  most  important  problem  for  these  young  people  is  to 
gel  into  industry.  They  want  jobs.  They  want  to  karn  a trade. 
They  arc  ready  and  willing  10  work.  They  want  training  lor 
our  new  industries,  in  aeroplane  design,  in  machine  hui  ding,  10 
electricity.  They  feel  that  not  only  the  wealthy  and  their 
children  should  have  this  opportunity.  They  feel  that  unem- 
ployed workers,  even  those  who  have  never  had  a chance  to 
go  beyond  grammar  and  high  school,  should  also  be  able  to 
receive  training  that  will  equip  them  for  a livelihood  in  ft 
changing  society.  ^ b ; _1': 

A real  democracy  must  recognise  this,  and  must  make  COJ- 
struct  ivc  efforts  to  help  the  unemployed  and,  in  some  cases,  the 
employed  unskilled  young  workers  achieve  their  goal:  a siuwd 
trade  and  a decent  standard  of  living*  , ‘ 

AH  these  things  can  be  done  through  a system  of  apprentice^ 
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They  wont  their  factories  full  of  Young  **".^25! 
apprentices  working  for  long  hour*  and  low  wagts  incan  i^iaier 

profits  for  themselves.  Employer!  want  a chance  i” 

their  gradually  ageing  worker!  [S^^Tto 

for  them  after  they  have  given  tho  best  IWBt  ” 

their  work.  In  this  way,  employer! 
the  unions  which  to-day  have  become  a major  factor  in 
working  conditions  In  this  country. 


TV 


lv 


IJtit  unions  to-day  cannot  so  rcadil«  . 

>i  >v^hip  system.  Hundreds  and  iW£5f  .'°  !,hat  kir>d  of 
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momently  unemployed.  Others  hold  i ?ly  mcnibci's  may 
,-r  membership  m the  union.  Wel'^  on  V b>'  reason 
•lives  that  confront  the  unions  with  Jh  %CC'  },1cfcforc.  the 
mil  security  problems  of  their  own  members  c Uncmpl‘ 

. « . - »_  „ ■ 


' 1 IIM. 

On  the  other  hard,  young  people  who  .• 

tut  lire  tor  themselves  are  easily  mad*  t^lS?ou.ra8ed  and 
I ahour,  This  danger  to  the  \ih«i!  ^irmnals  and  the 

‘ our  movement1  «nW„m,CKL50.y?a»  work 
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..  c?n  tv  ol  Labour  I his  danger  io  the  whole  TVn  ana  lhc 

0 ih-  \m«r  tean  labour  movement  cannot  be  uSeshm^ 

1 -.ill  nn<  mptoyed  army  represents  a groun  larger  .k  1 V;d- 

• entire  A.F.L.  or  C.I.O.  b P Ur8cr  ,hi*[i  other 

i:nip!o>ers  arc  ready  to  promise  fancy  ihin«  ,K 
rV.e  million  young  people,  and  it  may  seem  to  these  ?f,„  ' ,hcV 
a ho  die  becoming  more  and  more  dc  sVermethar,  h 

:1c  m ‘heir  way  is  the  union*  In  order  ihai  thtl  u ,i°n  y 
vov.m-  an  arm* union  torcc.  a vast  scab  army  of  caoiial  ir5°* 
tremendous  power,  the  vAmh  * ln  ,or^er 


oSr.idc  in 

■iconic  an  «.n.-w.«.v.,  w.  a vJSi  m;ud  army  of  canii-it 

this  tremendous  power  the  youth  of  the  natfon  ‘shaU  tee 
..  measure  ol  hope  tor  their  future,  the  trade  unions  must  maU 
j constructive  ell ort  to  solve  their  problems.  St  m ke 

\ lluyough. apprenticeship  programme  should  be 
C'tji’lisded  m each  industry,  this  programme  must  provide  for 
acinic  protection  ol  unions  and  their  members  by  guaranteed 
the  seniority  riclits  of  unionists.  Members  who  arc  workinc  in 
the  same  plant  or  industry  where  the  apprenticeship  system  is 
vet  up  should  not  lose  their  jobs  to  apprentices.  Union  control 
of  the  apprenticeship  system  must  be  guaranteed  by  having  an 
apparatus  in  each  industry  that  will  be  voluntarily  accepted  by 
;Hc  employers*  union  groups,  and  the  government  representative. 

Unless  die  ratio  of  apprentices  to  the  industry  is  controlled 
h\  :he  union  itself,  the  apprenticeship  system  is  likely  to  be 
harmful.  I urther*  union  standards  must  be  assured  by  a mini- 
mum wage  and  regulated  hour  schedule  for  apprentices  in  each 

industry. 

What  exists  to-day  in  my  industry*  the  fur  industry,  can 
he  used  to  illustrate  the  problem.  In  New  York  City  there  arc 
some  1 4,000  fur  workers  engaged  in  the  manufacturing  of  fur 
garments.  They  cm,  sew  and  nail  these  garments.  The  average 
employment  period,  for  those  who  work,  is  four  and  live  months 
: )ear,  Ol  these  14.000  workers,  from  two  to  three  thousand 
almost  constantly  unemployed. 

This  condition  has  existed  since  the  first  crisis  years,  1930 
1931.  Obviously  it  is  impossible  for  the  fur  workers  and 
ih:  Furriers  Union  to  permit  other  workers  to  come  into  the 
industry.  It  new  workers  were  to  come  into  the  industry  they 
*uu[d,  in  cl  feet*  take  away  jobs  from  those  who  to-day  work 
little  enough  as  it  is. 

In  addition  there  arc  2,500  floor  boys  working  in  the  fur 
industry,  i hese  young  workers  wet  ihc  skins,  take  coats  olT  the 
ho.iM  .iitur  they  have  been  nailed  there  by  skilled  mechanics  and 
other  unskilled  tasks  that  aid  in  the  production  of  the  fur 
garments.  Among  these  workers*  there  arc  some  who  have  been 
working  as  floor  boys  for  five  years  and  who  still  earn  only  $13, 
S2i3.  and  S25  per  Week.  They  also  average  approximately  five 
t0  months  employment  during  the  year. 

In  view  of  all  these  complex  problems*  we  arc  planning  an 
apprenticeship  system  which  will  be  based  on  a factual  analysis 
0ur  industry.  A survey  will  be  made  of  the  number  of  workers 
leave  the  industry  for  such  reasons  as  death*  sickness,  or 
niircmcm.  This  survey  w'ill  include  the  number  of  workers  that 
other  machinery  provides  work  for,  taking  business  conditions 

ln’°  consideration! 

. Rational  training  and  apprenticeship  cannot  solve  the  basic 
P Qbtems  capitalist  society,  unemployment  and  crt^siTV 
K*  n solve  all  the  immediate  problems  of  our  youn^peoplt 
;lt!\?n  .other  hand  it  can  provide  some  temporary' 
tion'  fCeriainly  prepare  lhc  present  generation  and  future  Sju  tc 
£“  r°r  * Socialist  society,  a society  that  will  be  abletol.  bc«te 
WC  energies  and  skills  that  lie  dormant  and  useless  to-day  through 
‘ecd  ^employment. 


Apprentices  in  Fascist  Italy 

By  Giovanni  F c r r i 

A1UwIv  1 '!Ss  Sr;  ,hC  POPOi°  in  **  i**ue  for 

Union  Prahhmr.  a scandal^u^c*’  0ndrcr  .lhe  beading  Trade 
apprentices.  ' C °r  lhc  exploitation  of 

.'SiTi';?"1  <,“n"  a <m-».w?S^S££ 
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i K l1lC  comP^ny  concerned  is  ihc  Uni-Prix  of  \Ulun 

If  ' J uC,r?£ ‘ SS  °f  ali‘  u ipcc‘aJ  agreement 

T,i  l - slightly  modified  on  l-cbru3trx'  29  1936 

a preem enr ' Ch  r‘  ha%  Vblc-  b>'  violating  the  national 
ln.  f.?rcc  for  wmilar  enterprises,  to  employ  four 
assistants  and  five  apprentices  io  every  employee, 

-L n ^ ^ Vfi! 1 , if5’  J n sLplIC  of  lhlS  favoured  treatment,  it 
. pptars  that  Unt-f  nx  have  been  employing  twice  this  num- 
ber of  apprentices  ; indeed,  on  June  30*  193S*  L'ni-Prix  was 
employing  in  its  34  workshops  130  labourers.  473  assistants, 
and  apprentices*  The  average  wage  was  253  lire  per 

month,  which  shows  that  the  majority  of  the  apprentices 
were  receiving  no  more  than  120  to  150  lire  a month. 

After  having  worked  for  two,  three,  or  four  years 
Udder  these  conditions,  the  staff,  which  rightly  wants  to 
improve  its  status,  is  dismissed.  In  1937,  the  employment 
exchanges  verified  that  L'ni-Prix  dismissed  1.152  persons 
and  was  employing  about  the  same  number.  Jn  this  man- 
ner they  were  able  to  keep  the  average  wage  down  to  the 
level  mentioned,  while,  under  the  nationaragreement.  the 
W'age  ought  to  reach  445  lire  monthly. 

Simple  arithmetic  proves  that  Uni-Prix  was  thus  pro- 
filing to  the  extent  of  some  3*740,000  lire  a year. 

No  commercial  pretext  nor  public  interest  can  justify 
such  a state  of  things  ; and  even  less  the  fact  that  female 
workers  were  doing  light  work*  for  it  is  proved  on  the  con- 
trary. that  the  type  of  work  and  the  youth  of  the  workers 
caused  a percentage  of  illness  rising  to  as  high  as  93  per  cent. 

Is  the  ease  of  Uni-Prix  an  isolated  one?  On  the  contrary. 
Special  agreements  exist  for  many  concerns,  or  rather,  for  all  big 
concerns  which,  like  Uni-Prix,  number  on  their  board  of  directors 
important  personages  in  Italian  finance.  In  the  same  way,  where 
special  agreements  do  not  exist,  the  employers  easily  turn  to 
their  own  account  the  social-fascist  legislation  we  have  men- 
tioned. and  more  especially  the  legislation  concerning  apprentice- 
ship. The  Popolo  rfltalia.  for  its  own  obvious  demagogic 
reasons,  recognises  this  when  it  writes; 

“This  illegality  has  characteristic  results:  ilLictl  exploi- 
tation of  another's  labour  during  two,  three  or  more  years 
of  young  workers'  apprenticeship,  at  a very  low  wage ; in- 
creases of  unemployment  among  the  youth  and  the  dis- 
missal of  a great  number  of  apprentices*  who*  after  this 
long  and  severe  period,  have  reached  legal  and  occupational 
maturity  and  are  demanding  a fair  return ; the  demoralisa- 
tion of  large  strata  of  workers  who  know,  for  example,  that 
as  soon  as  their  military  service  is  aver  they  will  not  be  re- 
employed in  their  former  positions,  from  which  they  won 
a paltry  wage  from  the  years  of  16  to  20,  for  the  employer 
prefers  to  employ  young  labour  for  which  be  pays  less. 

Since  when  does  fascism  talk  about  the  control  of  appren- 
tieeshin  ? Certainly  since  it  began  talking  of  social  legislation, 
2Pi  some  years  ago  now.  Nevertheless;  lhe  situation  of 
in  spite  of  all  the  declarations  of  the  trade  tuuon 
aSSgTJ  Sm  of  the  Popolo  tfitatia,  has  only 

d^eTSwisbed  in  the  Offkioi  Gay**  for 

n_ _ V^tMkU  up  the  quesuon  again,  laym*  down 
December  25,  we.  Fj  for  * new  settlement 

Bm  -h.. 
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ll‘kcs  SCriaiisjy  deerpM  i_ 

social  demagogy  ? ,L’  urc  inspired  by  Li  seism’s  need  for 

|£  ft 

victims  o'  cannoi  continue  to  be  the 

leaders  uy  10  (One  do  wi?  with  C^n,clsm*  w*rich  the  trade  union 

apprentices  themselves  who  can^!  11  ,s  onl>  ,hc  young 

By  a very  mriiivi.0!.1'1  '^C!l  position.  How? 

and  the  spirit  of  these  v.’  !*V  Jemu,,dm8  respect  for  the  letter 
the  cmplo  vine  s' si  ilf'  ■ aV  h)  fascism  and  which 

™p  Cla“  v,olat«  »>  the  most  barefaced  nunnci. 

■ n ni  4 
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in  th^T8  iEl^S  of  Baly  have  unde, Mosul  how  to  win 
PUlson’  toalitansn  , ' ''?*  V™***  Italian  >o»lh  wtth  a corn- 
same  Ci.l  I iiist  t . rH.anisa[ion  known  as  ti.I.L.  Within  this 

unitine  \ inject  1 in  tnii Sl'  'r  *^c  'tj*!1’  unions,  the  youth  can,  bv 

to  JwnK  ,h  °u  eve,>',h«W  <«  proclaim  its  rights  and 
demand  that  these  rights  arc  respected. 

which  io™?^\kH'L'  not  c®**ccrn  »•»!*  with  these  problems 
lem  of  • C?°,ms  working  class  and,  above  all,  the  prob- 

nlane  si'  onc  which  constitutes,  on  the  economic 

P'^;  ?n\  01  thc  *"»»«*  scandals  of  fascism?  Obviously  the 

gTl  //T  r°Udf  b1  op|1i"’etl  to  anything  of  the  son. ' Hut 
h.r'r'.  i !,,rccti-  !/,ro«gf*  If U-  militancy  a}  its  vomit?  men- 
W; rt  -TJ and  far  the  rights  of  a generation  to  which 
{f  , ,hJ'  UtiortJctf  the  fairest  promises  hi  worth  ami,  in  fact. 
Jht  harshest  of  exploitation. 
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The  Condition  of  the  French 
People  in  1789 


By  Jean  B r 11  ha  u i 
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grcol  Revolution,  of  which  we  arc  celebrating  the  15Dth 
anniversary  ibis  year,  destroyed  the  feudal  regime  and 
established  thc  power  of  the  bourgeoi\ic*  But  the  overthrow  oi 
feudalism  could  not  have  been  possible  without  the  direct  inter- 
vention of  the  masses  of  ihe  people*  These  masses*  from  the 
towns  and  the  countryside,  entered  into  thc  revolutionary 
struggle  precisely  because  it  was  they  upon  whom  the  weight 
of  the  feudal  regime  pressed  most  heavily. 

That  is  what  we  want  to  recall  in  this  article. 


In  France  there  were  21  million  peasants.  They  represented 
90  per  ccm,  of  the  nation*  Several  categories  existed  in  the 
masses  of  the  peasantry.  First  of  all  there  were  the  serfs.  Cer- 
tainly they  w'ere  not  so  numerous  os  in  thc  Middle  Ages.  Serf- 
dom had  been  abolished  in  1779,  on  the  royal  estates,  but  the 
lords  had  not  followed  thc  example  given  them  by  the  govern- 
ment* In  spite  of  thc  great  campaign  led  by  Voltaire  on  behalf 
of  (he  serfs  of  Huut-Jum.  there  were  still  a million  in  1789. 
They  were  to  be  found  in  Champagne*  in  Burgundy  and  in  the 
Franc  he -Comic*  The  serfs  were  bound  to  (he  earth.  They 
could  nol  get  away.  They  had  not  the  liberty  to  marry  without 
their  overlord*!  consent*  They  were  liable  to  main-inert,  i.e.. 
if  their  children  did  not  live  with  them,  they  could  not  inherit 
any  of  thc  parents*  goods,  even  personal  possession^* 

The  great  majority  of  the  peasaniry  had  been  freed*  Bui  most 
of  them  only  possessed  a miserably  inadequate  patch  of  ground. 
Those  who  were  able  to  make  a living  out  of  their  Helds  formed 
an  agricultural  aristocracy;  the  labourer  class.  The  others  were 
farmers  or  renters.  The  farmers  paid  rent  for  their  ground 
in  coin.  The  remen  paid  in  kind.  Rent  contracts  were  particu- 
larly severe.  The  proprietor  advanced  them  seed  and  livestock, 
and  the  renter  aave  the  proprietor  half  of  the  harvest*  In  some 
S?m!«rind^as  in  Brittany,  repaint  in  coin  was  added 

to  the  payment  in  kind, 

Uoon  all  these  peasants,  whether  they  were  serfs,  labourers, 
farmers  or  renters,  there  weighed  the  feudal  charges.  Part  of 
the  harvest  went  to  the  overlord.  At  every  succession,  the 
i had  to  pay;  he  also  hud  to  pay  when  he  bought  or  sold 
If  taxes  were  less  oppressive  than  in  the  Middle  Ages, 
re  still  heavy  and  humiliating.  The  peasant  bad  to  lake 
and  his  grapes  to  the  mill  or  wine-press  belonging  to 


Jm  overlord,  even  though  that  meant  going  a eonvid mhU  au 
l.mcc,  1 he  overlord  Mill  kept  his  rights  over  bndm  *£ 
ftolU),  markets  and  fair*.  Only  the  lord  had  the  righlto  hum 
I he  peasant  wav  forbidden  to  kilt  a pheavam  or  a hare  On  ih# 
oihei  hand,  game  for  the  overlord-/  hunting  expedient  . 
allowed  tit  devour  or  ir ample  down  thc  peasant**  harvett 
Finally,  ihe  overlord  w.i\  judge  of  crimes  committed  on  hk 
evi.u^  ; he  wav  both  judge  and  plaintiff.  Furthermore  the 
peasants  had  to  pay  lithev  It  must  not  be  thought  that  tiihe* 
went  only  to  the  clergy.  It  was  reserved  for  the  ^ocalted  patron 
til  i he  church,  who  was.  in  most  cases,  the  overlord.  Tithes 
were  exacted  not  only  from  thc  harvest  but  also  from  flax,  hemp 
beans  and  fruit.  In  some  districts  they  amounted  to  14  w£* 
cent,  of  the  peasants’  income. 

Opening  the  complaints  book  of  thc  Third  Estate  at  Vannes 
we  read : 


”We  are  truly  serfs,  say  the  inhabitants  of  Varmes.  slaves 
Ol  the  overlords,  the  real  slaves  according  to  the  rights  for 
which  they  make  us  pay;  feudality  is  our  greatest  scourge; 
thc  necessity  of  abolishing  it  is  urgent.  It  is  the  universal  erf 
ol  all  i he  parishes/*  1 

'Ihc  most  miserable  of  all  the  peasantry  were  the  day 
labourers,  Poor  peasants,  without  land  or  with  only  a few 
wretched  acres,  they  were  forced  to  hire  themselves  otii.  Often 
without  work,  they  formed  the  main  contingent  of  the  vagabonds 
and  beggars  who  were  to  be  met  everywhere  in  thc  French 
countryside  on  the  eve  of  the  Revolution,  At  Denncvitlc.  in 
Artois,  there  were  60  beggars  to  130  houses.  At  Saint-Patrice 
in  Normandy  there  were  400  beggars  to  1,500  inhabitants.  . . . 

Thc  feudal  taxes  increased  in  the  second  half  of  thc  18th 
century.  The  nobles,  short  of  money  (for  in  spite  of  the  king's 
liberality,  the  court  was  expensive),  re-introduccd  privileges  which 
had  fallen  into  disuse.  Ever  fresh  measures  were  taken  against 
the  peasants.  Thc  nobles  contested  their  tenants*  right  to  glean- 
age  and  free  pasture  A 

Front  that*  it  is  easy  to  imagine  the  condition  of  ihe 
peasantry.  According  to  the  inicndanis’  report, + the  staple 
nourishment,  in  Normandy,  was  oats;  in  the  Troyes  region, 
buckwheat:  in  Limousin,  buckwheat,  chestnuts,  turnips;  in 
Auvergne,  buckwheat,  chestnuts*  skimmed  milk  and  a little 
salted  goat's  flesh*  No  butcher's  meat  at  all  ; at  thc  most,  if 
the  peasant  killed  one  pig  a year.  When  the  harvest  was  poor, 
the  result  was  worse  than  poverty”  it  was  Starvation,  with  plague 
in  its  train,  Thc  year  1778  was  one  of  drought  : just  before  the 
harvest  was  ripe,  hail  storms  swept  ihe  countryside  The  winter 
of  1788*89  was  a very  severe  one:  in  Provence,  frost  had 
killed  a third  of  thc  olive  trees  : in  Viva  rats*  thc  chestnut  woods 
had  perished.  As  want  increased,  so  did  hatred  of  tbe  feudal 
regime. 

Can  we  reconstitute  thc  life  of  the  young  peasants?  Only 
with  great  difficulty*  Children  went  to  work  at  an  extremely 
early  age*  "Often,  little  girls  of  six  spent  their  entire  lime 
spinning,  while  looking  after  new-- bom  babies."} 

Nothing,  or  next  to  nothing,  was  done  for  the  cdticauonof 
these  children.  Education  depended  on  private  charity*  The 
peasants  suffered  as  a result  of  this  lack  of  schooling,  and  many 
petitions  of  complaints  were  to  demand  "a  schoolmaster*  of 
whom  the  children  have  till  now  been  deprived." 

Passing  from  the  countryside  io  thc  rowfir.  we  find  there 
were  about  2,500,000  workers*  But  if  industrialisation 
grossing,  concentration  was  in  its  infancy  and*  on  ™ ™oia 
*rml1  industry  was  dominant*  There  were  artisans: 
of  them  were  on  thc  way  to  losing  iheir  independence,  m 
mandy,  the  weavers  were  leaving  the  villages  to  enter 
tones  of  thc  Lower  Seine  district  as  wage-slayw- 
ihe  guild  workers.  The  guilds  had  developed  vwttnW* 
Formerly,  one  began  ai  apprentice*  became  a 


i« 


•Ancient  custom  permitting  poor  peasant  * 
docks  to  graze  in  the  fields  after  the  harvest  had  been 

t Royal  officials  in  the  province*. 

}G.  Lefebvre.  The  Peasants  of  ihe  North . 
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The  London  Fitness  Conference 

J-JY  the  iime  this  appears  there  will  have  Lak™  -» 

a < o inference  called  bv  the  I orvdon  :,r*H  J-oodoa 

t nlinctl.  at  which  1.000  youth  n ‘l?’1*'”  F‘U*« 

nm  time  what  they  think  is  needed  for  fime".  for  ,hc 

I he  council  itself  *lrt  , , 

a*  Parliament  passed  in  Jirfy $ 1«J37  U tw  *hc  rc'ul£  of 

pow  ers  of  the  I oe',1  1 , /u  ■?’  11)11  Acl  firstly  L 
J **  employed  various  schemes'  for  rccrc'oonal  fMilM«bl^Jhem 
^ ere  cm  ployed  kAedlhe  S">',onal  FitwisCmtntU  and^  Sceown> 
five  years.  In  out  the  country,  of  which  iheTSSH.7 

ns.  rhese  councils  consist  of  rente scntatii 
local  , author. ties,  of  the  volun  rcprcwnIatl' 

individuals  with. a special  knowledge  of 
khcir  task  is  to  educate  the  public 
and  the  means  by  which  ' 
facilities  in  their  area.  a 
for  financial  grams  from  dubs 
nmr,  bLccn  S€i  aside  by  the  Govi 

the  money  can  only  he  used  for  v.i 
can  only  be  given  to  aid  scheme* 
me  maintenance  charges  of  rhe  r 
met,  and  even  then  are  only  for  40 
ng  people  *otal  cost*  This,  in  effect,  l 
well-established  clubs,  local 
to  get  a gram* 

wss  no,W^CL',‘  u ^?ar  «•“*■  even  within  these  limits,  (he  scheme 
and  dcsir^toT^n  B?nk??’fd  rW',h  P>'ir]S.>  JU,h  an  ‘TPOrtunitv 

ideals  ^ BriibhPOs5SfrabS0'Utdy  °rposcd  to  aI!  !hc  ,radi,»“ 

fKi  conference  will  have  tremendous  Significance,  Of 

me  ].injQ  delegate*,  all  between  the  ages  of  Hi  and  30.  650  will 
come  from  sports  dubs  and  fitness  organisations.  150  from 
religious  and  social  welt  a re  organisations,  such  as  the  Y,M,C_A. 
the  scouts,  etc.,  100  from  the  political  youth  organisations: 
Liberals  .Conservatives.  Communists,  etc,  and  50  from  Ibe  trade 
unions.  It  wilt,  therefore,  be  the  most  widely  representative  vouth 
conference  ever  called. 

Fitness  is  a great  social  and  cultural  demand  of  the  youth. 
Around  this  conference  new  and  wider  associations  of  youth 
can  be  built.  Around  this  movement  youth,  hiihcrto  unorganised, 
can  be  drawn  into  association  with  the  organised  south,  will 
themselves  become  organised  on  the  basis  of  the  things  which 
appeal  most  simply  and  widely  to  the  youth.  Lastly,  fitness  is 
essential  for  democracy,  and  the  development  of  this  movement 
essentially  democratic,  will  be  a further  step  in  rallying  all  south 
against  the  enemies  of  democracy. 

The  conference  will  be  opened  by  Sir  I Vyndham  Deales,  of 
the  National  Fitness  Committee,  and  will  then  spin  in  four  com- 
missions dealing  with  U)  the  hcallh  and  leisure  of  youth;  (2) 
recreational  facilities  ; (3)  rallying  youth  to  the  fitness  move- 
ment ; (4)  the  fitness  movement  and  education  in  citizeuv  p 
With  regard  to  the  first  commission  the  preliminary  mitenSl 
which  has  been  issued  as  a guide  to  the  discussions  raise*  such 
points  as  the  effect  of  malnutrition  and  long  hours  and  unem- 
ployment on  the  possibility  of  keeping  fit.  and  the  effect  of  the 


3 Act  of 
extended  the 
lo  provide 
'»  it  cstab- 
areii  councils  Ihroueh- 
end  Middlesex  Council 
, . - ev  of  the  various 
ary  youth  organisation*  and  of 
the  problems  involved 
, *n.  value  of  fitncw 

it  may  be  achieved,  to  survey1  the 
nd  .o  consider  and  report  on  applications 
etc.  Four  million  pounds  has 
ernment  tor  this  fitness  movement,  bus 
cap:ia!  charges.  Further  grants 
j where  it  can  he  shown  that 
new  construction  can  be  fully 
4 per  cem.  ut  the  most,  of  she 
m.iKcs  i*  impossible  for  any  bus  large 
1 authorities,  or  national  movements 


l rom  incline  oi  seven  years,  children  c 
Si'inc.  e'en.  in  the  textile  indust 
. . ....  > oi  'ketn  from  the  :ige  of  four 
.he  silk  shops  took  Kirk  between  il 
It  Hie  miners'  chjUlrcn  Worked  , 

. . -.  ,ee.  ‘Mining  their  lisin*  as  orc-w 
euremelv  low.  so  that  all  these  orba 
k stisscpnble  to  Dnctuaiions  in  the  c,, 

. :'v  eelio  of  This  misery  in  the  i 
p 'Tiers  k>!  Marseilles  wrote; 

" I he  turns  ol  his  work  do  not 
II  : -e  most  meagre  subsistence. 

.>:  hi*  toil,  lie  nTust  often  have  need  of 
s.ipalve  of  restoring  his  strength.’ 

\r:.:  il  was  on  these  scrv  masses 
the  t.ises  sss'it:lied  most  heavily. 

.uni  the  clergy  obtained  dispens; 
i:iy  ol  vs Jiot  was  known  as  the  frc< 

. the  rtti.'lr.  the  noil-tax  -mH  ti,,. 


1 ages 
Were 
One 
complaints. 

bring  the  worker 
Crushed  hv  the  weight 
v some  nourishment 

of  i he  labouri 
The  nobility  dia  noi  pay 
tmn  by  the  payment  to 
gift.  There  were  direct 
twentieth  ; indirect  la\ 

TV.  ,n'C.C  °,f  Spods-  Indirect  taxes  were  not 

...  dircs.ll>.  hm  b>  individuals  (tax-farmers)  who  paid  the 
.•  a ’ aTtnital  sum,  lived  in  advance,  and  pocketed  the  surplus 
-s  t!w>  h.id  a [vtsonal  interest  in  increasing  the  rate  of  taxa- 
. ,.:e.  d-kf  not  lose  by  u In  all  the  petitions  of  complaint 
w.,. acts  ami  peasants  asked  that  such  an  unjust  financial 
s.  K-  abolished,  rhe  following  extract  is  from  the  petition 
vmnhmi  of  tulmom  fncar  Langres): 

" Sire. 

arc  crushed  by  faxes  of  all  kinds  ; we  have  given 
>'1U’  l(P  [E']  present,  a part  of  our  bread,  and  soon  we 
^u]J  have  none,  rf  this  continue*.  If  you  could  see  the 
poor  hovels  in  which  we  live  I the  poor  food  that  we  cat  ! 
)cn  would  he  moved  by  it.  This  would  tell  you  better 
:h.m  our  words  that  we  cannot  go  on  like  this  and  that  our 
burden  must  be  eased*  What  troubles  us  extremely  is  that 
who  have  the  most  nuv  the  least  We  n:iv  the  faille 


Sorcau.  Workers  and  Peasants  from  \7S9  to  !79i 
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+ ^ is  the  | -| 1 1 

■RiportariL  For  ik**  which  arc  perhaps  the  most 

movcmcnt,  under  ihn  2l™  COmrnmion  it  i'  pointed  out  that  the 
Lintary  oriMi«l!L?rcsc.ri1  Act,  can  only  work  through  cxistinji 
the  small  club*  °r  authorities  arid,  further,  that 

the  large  snort  orcan«^?.un°l.  EO  £Cl  3 £ranl  or  affiliate  to 
tinorganised  VrtnfL  , Vitlc>rt'  are  neglected.  Howr  can  these  and  the 
friseu  youth  be  drawn  in  and  helped? 

fitness  in  5if'lr  ^,rsl  th;it  'he  youth  cannot  be  rallied  to 

keeping  fit  1njl  ,v-racI*  there  must  be  a reason  and  an  aim  for 
it  is  couallv  Uiii?  M *'?n  °*}ly  “ Fitness  for  Democracy  " : and 
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■ uncss  in  thi*  * . “ Ml,lt  me  youin  cannot  oc  raiucu  u> 

keeping  fit  -iTia*  <K-racI"  there  must  be  a reason  and  an  aim  for 

it  k equally  S«?l.V^n  °u'y  *?  " for  Democracy  ** ; and 

support  j Ehri  such  a slogan  would  arouse  whole-hearted 

the  dentitoni®  democrat  re  youth.  The  development  of  sport,  and 
blow  s amf  tuitions  of  British  sport,  is  itself  a 

dc  vc to nm t*n t rtr  -ICo *C° n ^ 1 Pl *oni *1 s and  the  warmongers,  the 
of  demn-  a ^ unt  healthy  youth  is  essential  for  the  defence 
dcmcxnjcy  against  fascist  aggression. 

kcjnF  discussed  in  this  connection  is  the  idea  of  a 
nw ' 4_  standard > Thjs  would  consist  of  a number  of  simple 
£?«  f?s  whilc  easy  enough  for  millions  of  youth  to 

wru.j^i  k d rai^  thf  physical  standard  of  the  youth  and  secondly 
democracvCOm^irlC^  a ^cmocrat*c  ideal  and  education  in 

t }\  ^ further  suggested  that  Youth  Advisory  Committee* 
sooujd  be  set  up  tn  each  area,  who  in  co-operation  with  the  local 
'iUlnonty  would  control  the  application  of  the  standard,  and 
would  act  in  an  advisory  capacity  on  all  matters  relating  to 
physical  fitness.  The  members  of  these  would  be  elected  by  the 
various  voluntary  organisations  and  would  ensure  the  democratic 
character  of  the  movement. 

All  youth,  whether  in  organisations  or  not,  would  be 
encouraged  to  pass  the  tests.  This  and  the  development  of 
community  centres  and  recreational  centres  in  each  borough 
would  provide  the  basts  for  drawing  the  majority  of  youth  into 
the  fitness  movement. 

Originally  the  discussion  on  a “ Fitness  Standard  " was  to 
have  been  the  subject  of  a fifth  commission,  but  it  was  with* 
drawn  on  the  grounds  that  ihc  National  Committee  have  set  up 
a special  committee  to  consider  it  and  this  has  not  yet 
reported.  However,  it  is  being  raised  by  many  youth  in  the 
olher  commissions  at  the  conference.  Yet  there  arc  people  who 
arc  now  openly  saying  that  what  is  needed  is  a youth  movement 
like  the  Hitler  Youth.  This  makes  it  all  the  more  necessary  to 
strengthen  this  movement  for  fitness,  not  only  because  a Nazi 
organised  youth  can  never  be  fit.  indeed  they  will  quickly  crack 
up  under  a strain,  but  also  because  only  such  a free,  democratic, 
voluntary  movement  will  ensure  whole-hearted  support  and 
real  health  for  the  youth. 

Part  of  what  we  have  dealt  with  for  this  commission  also 
concerns  the  -last  commission  on  41  The  Fitness  Movement  and 
Education  in  Citizenship,*1  and  it  is  impossible  to  separate  it, 
since  education  in  democracy  is  an  essential  pan  of  rallying  the 
youth  to  this  movement.  Yet  this  commission  will  also  deal  with 
the  wider  question  of  the  relation  of  intellectual  development 
to  fitness,  and  the  organising  of  talks,  socials,  community  life, 
etc*  in  community  centres.  These  arc  envisaged  as  a large 
building  provided  by  the  local  authority,  where  all  the  voluntary 
organisations,  and  unorganised  youth,  can  find  a home  and  where 
all  the  %'iews  and  interests  of  the  district  would  be  represented, 
where  there  would  be  facilities  >or  indoor  sports,  lectures,  films, 
etc  and  where  possible,  open  air  grounds  attached.  Each 
organisation,  while  having  full  use  of  such  a centre,  would  retain 
its  own  identity.  The  Centre  would  be  run  by  a democratically 
elected  Community  Association,  The  development  of  these  will 
bring  together  youth  of  all  shades  of  opinion,  yet  all  with  a 
common  object,  to  keep  fit  for  democracy,  and  to  accept  their 
responsibilities  as  citizens  in  helping  to  run  this  i .hi. 

These  are  the  main  things  which  will  be  discussed  at  this 
inference.  It  is  obvious  that  there  will  be  certain  opposition  to 
it  The  big  employers  will  oppose  the  giving  of  better  C(™],ll°n.* 
and  shorter  hours  to  the  youth,  etc.  But  mainly  opposed  tojt 
are  those  who.  supporting  the  Government,  stand  for  conscription. 


The  Act  was  originally  passed,  no:  primarily  u>  hd-  ,v- 
youth  io  he  fit  and  healthy,  hut  a*  a step  in  the  ulin.  , 
regiment  the  youth.  Now  comes  the  threat  of  slave  cmm? 
for  ihc  unemployed  youth,  made  by  Mr.  Chamberlain  at  S? 
burn,  and  the  renewed  outbursts  in  the  Pres*  and  m 


that  the  youth  do  not  want  to  serve,  do  noi  want  to  be  fiTaS 
must  be  conscripted.  Alongside  this  are  the  rapid  puttinr 
practice  of  the  Governments  threats  to  democracy,  io  the  doT° 
control  of  the  Air  Raid  Wardens’  organisation  and  the  apoojnf 
ment  of  the  12  wartime  dictators,  one  for  each  area  of  Si 
country. 

It  is  on  this  background,  that  the  conference  will  take  place. 
Hut  the  youth  are  democratic.  They  have  not  only  dutm  but 
rights  in  a democratic  state.  It  is  in  bringing  together  these 
representatives  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  British  youth  to  txv 
what  l hey  think  is  necessary  for  fitness,  and  what  they  will  do  to 
keep  lit,  that  this  conference  wifi  enable  the  youth  to  exercise 
its  democratic  rights,  will  defeat  the  aims  of  the  reactionaries, 
and  will  mark  a further  step  in  uniting  all  youth  behind  a policy 
of  peace,  freedom  and  social  advance. 


INTERNATIONAL  YOUTH  CONFERENCE  DECISIONS 

Paris,  March  13, 

Proposals  for  the  solution  of  the  extremely  acute  problem 
of  Spanish  refugees  in  France  arc  to  be  submitted  to  the  French 
Government  as  the  result  of  an  International  Youth  Conference 
held  at  Rheims  on  March  10  and  1 1. 

Main  lines  of  the  proposals  arc:  Immediate  uivcstipiion 
by  an  International  Youth  Delegation  of  the  conditions  in  Ihc 
concentration  camps  established  near  the  French  frontier  in 
which  over  300.000  refugees  arc  lining:  the  establishment  of 
**  Children's  Cities/'  composed  of  Spanish  children  whose 
parents  have  been  killed,  w-hile  investigations  into  the  question 
of  their  education  and  development  are  examined  in  collaboration 
with  the  National  Union  of  Teachers;  the  publication  of  a map 
of  France  through  which  can  be  indicated  the  possibilities  of 
distributing  and  providing  shelter  for  these  children  in  those 
districts  capable  of  supporting  them. 

The  Conference,  at  which  were  represented  important  youth 
organisations  of  17  countries,  including  the  United  States,  South 
America,  Britain.  South  Africa,  Scandinavian  countries  and 
Eastern  European  countries,  was  also  attended  by  represeotatiwH 
and  observers  of  such  expert  organisations  as  the  Central  French 
Committee  for  Refugees,  the  British  Council  for  German  Jewry, 
the  American  Distribution  Committee,  the  Wond  Young 
Women’s  Christian  Association,  and  the  Kuomintang. 

Three  of  the  delegates  from  Yugoslavia  travelled  for  nwj* 
than  40  consecutive  hours  in  order  to  be  able  to  attend  the 
Conference  in  time. 

The  Conference  was  officially  welcomed  lo  Rheirns.jbc 
•*  Martyred  City”  by  the  deputy  Mayor  of  the  town  on  beMU 
of  the  Minister  of  Justice.  M.  Marckondtou.  who  » also  Mayor 
of  the  town.  . • 

Plans  for  medical,  financial  aid  for  the  Chu^  rwbS«* 
were  formulated  at  the  Conference,  and  an  IntemaUoral  cnina 
Week  is  shortly  to  be  organised  to  bring  the  case  of  China  befcm 
the  eyes  of  world  opinion.  # 

The  number  of  refugees  in  China,  it  was  pointed  out.  B 
greater  than  that  of  the  total  population  in  Fiaoce. 
young  people  of  China,  refugee  or  not. /buitf per 
most  elementary  requirements  of  food  y^L  bom 

cent,  of  all  educational  institutions  in  the  country 
destroyed  as  welt  as  over  two  million  boots.  _ 

The  Conference,  organised  by  the  FKontf 
Movement  has  set  up  a strong  Continuation 

continue  the  work. 
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